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advertisement. 


rjlRE  Public  is,  in  these  volumes,  presented  with 
an  entire  collection  of  the  Literary,  Moral,  and 
Medical  Writings  of  Dr.  Percival.  The  parts  which  ate 
now  for  the  frst  time  published,  are  chiefly  the  fol- 
lowing ; u An  Inaugural  Dissertation,  De  Frigore; 
some  additional  Notes  and  Amendments  to  the  <c  Medical 
“ Ethics  I'— a Biographical  Tribute  to  the  Memory  of 
Thomas  Butterworth  Bay  ley , esq ; of  Ilope-hall,  near 
Manchester ; — and  a selection  from  the  Literary  Corres- 
pondence of  Dr.  Percival,  incorporated  with  the  Memoirs 
of  his  Life  and  Writings. 

Agreeably  to  the  judicious  sentiment  of  Sir  William 
Jones,  that cc  the  best  monument  which  can  be  erected  to 
cc  a,  man  of  literary  talents  is  a good  edition  of  his 
il  works  f the  Editor  of  the  present  publication  is  soli- 
citous to  perform  this  office  of  filial  regard  for  the 
memory  of  a much-loved  and  respected  parent;  whilst 
he  is  little  apprehensive  for  the  fate  of  an  entire  col- 
lection, of  which  the  distinct  parts  have  already  been 
honoured  with  general  approbation. — To  these  Works  he 
has  ventured  to  prefix  a Biographical  Narrative,  with  the 
diffident  hope  of  extending  the  reputation  of  an  eminent 
writer , by  a record  of  the  transactions  of  his  private 
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and  literary  Life.  Although  the  uniform  tenor  of  pro- 
fessional avocations,  diversified  only  by  the  liberal  and 
tranquil  pursuit  of  letters,  furnish  few  materials  for 
personal  biography,  yet  happily  the  vicissitudes  of  ex- 
traordinary fortune  are  not  essential  to  illustrate  the 
attributes  of  virtue,  or  the  labours  of  science.  To  some  it 
may  not  be  uninteresting  to  pursue  the  progress  of  a Man 
of  Letters  through  the  simple  incidents  of  a career,  which 
afforded  leisure  for  private  occupation,  and  scope  for 
conduct  marked  by  the  peculiarities  of  his  genius; 
nor  can  it  be  wholly  uninstructive  to  trace  in  the  familiar 
actions  of  a grave  and  refined  philosopher  a conformity 
with  the  precepts  contained  in  his  moral  writings.  The 
image  of  Dr.  PercivaVs  mind , which  is  impressed  on 
the  more  durable  monuments  of  his  fame,  may , it  is 
probable,  have  served  rather  to  excite  than  to  gratify 
the  public  curiosity  respecting  the  passages  of  his  life , 
and  the  features  of  his  character;  and  the  design  of  the 
following  Memoirs  will  be  fulfilled , if  they  serve  to 
exhibit  a pleasing  assemblage  of  moral  and  intellectual 
endowments,  a series  of  unwearied  efforts  in  the  cause 
of  learning  and  humanity,  and  a life  spent  in  active 
exertions  for  the  public  and  domestic  good,  unblemished 
by  a single  circumstance  which  it  would  be  painful  to 
recite.  The  simple  record  of  such  a life,  it  is  beautifully 
observed  by  a very  distinguished  writer ,*  may  derive  an 
interest  even  from  its  uniformity;  and,  when  contrasted 
with  the  turbulent  events  of  the  passing  scene,  'may  lead 
the  thoughts  to  some  views  of  human  nature,  on  which  it 
is  not  ungrateful  to  repose. 


* ProfelTor  Dugald  Stewart : Life  of  Reid. 


TO 
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JOHN  HAYGARTH,  M.D. 

F.  R.  S . LOND.— F.  R.S.  AND  R.M.S.  EDIN.  MEMBER 
OF  THE  AMERIC.  ACAD.  OF  ARTS  AND 
SCIENCES ; AND  OF  THE  LIT.  AND 
PHIL.  SOC.  OF  MANCHESTER. 

DEAR  SIR, 

✓ 

PERMIT  me  to  addrefs  to  your  protection  thefe 
volumes  of  my  Father’s  Literary,  Moral, 
and  Medical  Writings.  To  you  I am  prompted 
to  offer  them,  not  only  from  a fenfe  of  your  talents 
and  candour  in  eftimating  their  various  merit;  but 
allow  me  to  add,  from  the  conviction  that  fuch  an 
offering  would  have  accorded  moll  gratefully  with  the 
fentiments  of  their  late  venerated  Author.  Your 
friendlhip  He  valued  among  the  earliefl,  the  moil 
durable,  and  the  mod:  affectionate  which  his  life  af- 
forded. Nor  did  he  efteem  it  a flight  honour  to 
enjoy,  without  interruption,  an  unreferved  and  liberal 
intercourfe  with  one  fo  eminently  diftinguiihed  by 
profeflional  fkill  and  aCtive  philanthropy. 

In  addrefling  you,  I need  not  explain  the  motives 
which  dictated  the  works  contained  in  the  prefent 
publication.  The  circumftances  of  their  origin,  and 
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the  purpofes  they  were  defigned  to  fulfil,  were  com- 
monly fubmitted  to  your  confideration,  before  the 
works  themfelves  were  communicated  to  the  Public. 
Their  intrinfic  utility  was  difcufled  with  the  freedom 
and  zeal  which  are  ineflimable  in  the  friendlhips  of 
men  of  letters,  whi  1ft  new  lights  were  (truck  out,  which 
contributed  to  their  illudration  or  improvement. 

In  extending  the  protection  of  your  Name  to  the 
Biographical  Memoir  prefixed  to  thefe  volumes,  I am 
not  infenfible  that  I feek  at  the  fame  time  the  indul- 
gence of  your  criticifm,  and  your  approbation  of  the 
fidelity  of  the  narrative.  But  the  former,  I am  per- 
suaded, you  will  readily  accord  ; nor  can  I withhold 
the  pleafing  though  flattering  aflurance,  that,  in  the 
following  pages,  your  candour  will  recognize  the  faith- 
fulnefs  of  the  writer’s  defign,  even  where  his  fuccefs 
has  been  lead  adequate  to  his  wiflies. 

Permit  me  alfo  to  allure  myfelf  that  you  will 
receive  this  Addrefs,  as  a teftimony  of  the  fincere 
refpeCl  and  perfeCl  efteem  with  which  I remain, 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  mod  obliged  friend. 

And  faithful  fervant, 
EDWARD  PERCIVAL. 

Bath , Jan.  1807. 


TABLE  OF  CONTENTS. 


I 

Biographical  Memoirs. 

$ 

/~\RIGIN  and  Family  of  Dr.  Percival,  p.  i. — Account  of  his 
Grandfather,  and  paternal  Uncle,  Dr.  Percival,  fen.  ii. — Birth 
and  early  Education,  iv. — Warrington  Academy,  vii. — Studies, 
private  Inftrutftion,  &c.  viii. — Defign  of  entering  Oxford,  x.— Re- 
moval to  Edinburgh,  Medical  Studies,  Society  of  Mr.  Hume  and 
Dr.  Robertfon,  xi. — London,  Lord  Willoughby  dc  Parham,  Royal 
Society,  xiv. — Leyden,  Thefts , Graduation,  xvi. — Dr..  Percival’s  Mar- 
riage, Settlement  at  Manchefter,  xvii. — Publication  of  “ Efldys 
Medical  and  Experimental , Account  of  the  Defign,  See.  of  the 
Work,  xviii. — Letter  from  Dr.  Franklin,  xxx. — Efliiys  on  Popu- 
lation, Sec.  on  the  Properties  and  Medical  Ufes  of  CofFee,  xxxiv. 
— Dr.  Percival’s  Services  in  the  Support  of  Public  Inftitutions,  Man- 
chefter Infirmary,  xxxvii. — Warrington  Academy,  xxxix. — Publi- 
cation of  “ Moral  Tales , Fables,  and  Reflections fome  Account  of 
its  Defign,  Sec.  xlii. — Thirds olume  of  “ Efiays  Medical  and  Expe- 
rimental,” on  the  Fall  of  Rain,  lvi. — On  the  Influence  of  Fixed  Air 
on  the  Colours  and  Vegetation  of  Plants,  lviii. — Dr.  Percival  expe- 
riences a Failure  of  his  Eye-fight,  fix. — Second  Volume  of  “ Moral 
Tales,  Sec.”  Socradc  Difcourfe  on  Truth  and'Failhfulnefs,  Account 
of  its  Defign,  Sec.  Ixii. 

Literary  and  Philofophical  Society  of  Manchefter,  lxvii. — College 
of  Arts  and  Sciences,  lxx,i — “ Memoirs ” of  Manchefter  Society, 


10 


CONTENTS. 


Ixxi. — “ Speculations  concerning  the  perceptive  Power  of  Vege- 
tables,” lxxiii. — On  the  Purfuits  of  Experimental  Philofophy,  lxxv. 
— Manchefter  Academy,  Ixxvii. 

Mifcellaneous  Literary  Correfpondence , Preliminary  Obfervations, 
Ixxxiii. — Abolition  of  the  Slave-Trade,  Repeal  of  the  Corporation 
and  Teft  Afts,  Ixxxiv. — “ Moral  and  Literary  Differtations,’?  En- 
quiry, &c.  concerning  “ Taxation,”  Ixxxvii. LETTERS. 

From  Dr.  Percival  to  Dr.  Lettfom,  on  the  Character  of  Dr.  Pother, 
gill,  xc. — From  Mifs  H.  More  to  Dr.  Percival,  Criticifms  on  his 
Literary  Writings,  xciii.— From  Dr.  Aikin  to  the  Same,  on  (imilar 
Subjefls,  xcv. — From  Dr.  Percival  to  his  Son,  on  religious  Studies, 
xcviii. — From  the  Same  to  Dr.  Haygarth,  Mr.  Howard,  See.  xeix. — 
From  the  Same  to  the  Same,  Dr.  Prieftley,  Sec.  ci.—  From  the 

Same  to  the  Same,  ciii. — From  Mifs  Ii.  More  to  Dr.  Percival,  on 

\ 

his  Literary  Differtations,  civ. — From  Dr.  Percival  to  the  Bifrop  of 
Landaff,  on  Religious  Controverfy,  cv. — From  Dr.  Robertfon  to 
Dr.  Percival,  Manchefter  Academy,  evil. — From  Dr.  Percival  t0- 
Dr.  Haygarth,  Scheme  to  exterminate  Small-Pox,  &c.  cix.— From 
Dr.  Beattie  to  Dr.  Percival,  cxi.  (from  Dr.  Franklin  to  the  Same, 
on  Duelling.) — From  Dr. Percival  to  ***,  cxvi. — From  the  Same 
to  Dr.  Haygarth,  cxviii. — From  the  Same  to  the  Same,  cxx. — From 
the  Same  to  the  Same,  exxi. — From  the  Same  to  Mr.  ***. — Qua- 
kers, Corporation  and  Teft  Afrs,  exxii. — From  the  Same  to  the 
Bifrop  of  Landaff,  exxvi. — From  Dr.  Beattie  to  Dr.  Percival,  Slave- 
Trade,  cxxviii. — From  Dr.  Percival  to  Dr.  Beattie,  ditto,  cxxxii. — 
From  Dr.  Robertfon  to  Dr.  Percival,  ditto,  cxxxiv. — From  Dr. 
Percival  to  Dr.  Robertfon,  ditto,  cxxxvii. — From  Dr.  Robertfon  to 
Dr.  Percival,  ditto,  cxxxix.— From  Dr.  Percival  to  Dr.  Haygarth, 
cxl. — From  the  Same  to  the  Same,  cxlii. — From  the  Same  to  the 
Same,  Jcxliv. — From  the  Same  to  Dr.  Paley,  Religious  Eftablifr- 
ments,  &c.  cxlvi. — From  Dr.  Paley  to  Dr.Percival,  on  Subfcription, 
cxlviii. — From  Dr.  Percival  to  Dr.  Prieftley,  clii. — From  the  Bifrop 
of  Landaff  to  Dr.  Percival,  Eftay  on  Taxation,  cliii. — From  the  Rev. 
T.  Burgefs  (now  Bifrop  of  St.  David’s,)  to  Dr.  Percival,  Slave- 
Trade,  Sec.  civ.— From  Dr.  Percival  to  Mr.  Burgefs,  ditto,  clvi.— 
From  Madame  Neckar  to  Dr.  Percival,  ditto,  clix. — From  Dr. 


CONTENTS. 


11 


Percival  to  Madame  Neckar,  ditto,  clxi. — From  Dr.  Percival  to  the 
Rev.  T.  B.  Percival,  Corporation  and  Teft  A<fts,  clxiii. — From  Dr. 
Percival  to  the  Bilhop  of  LandafF,  clxvi. — From  the  Billiop  of 
LandafF to  Dr. Percival,  clxix. — From  Dr.  Percival  to  ***,  on  the 
Death  of  a Friend,  clxxii. — From  Dr.  Percival  to  Dr.  Haygarth, 
Britifh  Conftitution,  clxxiv. — From  the  Same  to  the  Same,  on  the 
Death  of  Mr.  James  Percival,  Jhort  Account  of  him , clxxix. — “ Dis- 
“ course  on  the  Divine  Per  mijf ion  of  Evil,  Phyfical  and  Moral.” — 
“ Medical  Jurif prudence  P — From  Dr.  Heberden  to  Dr.  Percival, 
on  “ Medical  Ethics,”  clxxxiii. — From  the  Same  to  the  Same,  on 
ditto,  clxxxiv. — From  Sir  George  Baker,  bart.  to  the  Same,  on  ditto, 
clxxxvi. — From  the  Rev.  Samuel  Parr,  LL.D.  to  the  Same,  Difcourfe 
on  Hofpital  Duties,  clxxxviii. — From  the  Same  to  the  Same,  on 
“ Medical  Ethics,”  cxci. 

Continuation  of  the  Narrative,  cxciv. — Remarks  on  the  Cor- 
refpondence,  and  Domeftic  Habits  of  Dr.  Percival,  Converfation, 
Society,  cxcv. — Manchefter  Board  of  Health,  cxcix. — Death  of  the 
Rev.  T.  B.  Percival,  at  St.  Peterlburgh,  ccii. — Publication  of  the 
Third  Part  of  a Father’s  Inftruftions,  Remarks  refpeifling  the 
Theological  Difquifitions,  cciv. — Publication  of  “ Medical  Ethics,” 
Remarks,  ccix. — Conclulion. — Monumental  Infcription,  ccxix. — 
Infcription  on  the  Tablet  dfi  the  Manchefter  Society,  ccxx. 

Additional  Remarks  on  the  Character  of  Dr.  Percival,  ccxxi.— 
Postscript,  ccxxxix. — Latin  Infcription  deligned  for  the  Tablet 
of  the  Society  at  Manchefter,  ccxlii. — Appendix. 


10 


CONTENTS. 


Ixxi. — “ Speculations  concerning  the  perceptive  Power  of  Vege- 
tables,” lxxiii. — On  the  Purfuits  of  Experimental  Philofophy,  Ixxv. 
— Manchefter  Academy,  lxxvii. 

Mifcellaneous  Literary  Correspondence , Preliminary  Obfervations, 
Ixxxiii. — Abolition  of  the  Slave-Trade,  Repeal  of  the  Corporation 
and  Teft  Adts,  lxxxiv. — “ Moral  and  Literary  DifFertations,’?  En- 
quiry, &c.  concerning  “ Taxation,”  Ixxxvii. LETTERS. 

From  Dr.  Percival  to  Dr.  Lettfom,  on  the  Character  of  Dr.  Fother. 
gill,  xc. — From  Mifs  H.  More  to  Dr.  Percival,  Criticifms  on  his 
Literary  Writings,  xciii. — From  Dr.  Aikin  to  the  Same,  on  fimilar 
Subjects,  xcv. — From  Dr.  Percival  to  his  Son,  on  religious  Studies, 
xcviii. — From  the  Same  to  Dr.  Haygarth,  Mr.  Howard,  See.  xeix. — 
From  the  Same  to  the  Same,  Dr.  Prieftley,  See.  ci.— From  the 

Same  to  the  Same,  ciii. — From  Mifs  Ii.  More  to  Dr.  Percival,  on 

\ 

his  Literary  Differtations,  civ. — From  Dr.  Percival  to  the  Bifhop  of 
LandafF,  on  Religious  Controverfy,  cv. — From  Dr.  Robertfon  to 
Dr.  Percival,  Manchefter  Academy,  evii. — From  Dr.  Percival  to' 
Dr.  Haygarth,  Scheme  to  exterminate  Small-Pox,  Sec.  cix.— From 
Dr.  Beattie  to  Dr.  Percival,  cxi.  (from  Dr.  Franklin  to  the  Same, 
on  Duelling.) — From  Dr. Percival  to  ***,  cxvi. — From  the  Same 
to  Dr.  Haygarth,  cxviii. — From  the  Same  to  the  Same,  cxx. — From 
the  Same  to  the  Same,  exxi. — From  the  Same  to  Mr.  ***. — Qua- 
kers, Corporation  and  Teft  A<fts,  exxii. — From  the  Same  to  the 
Bifhop  of  LandafF,  exxvi. — From  Dr.  Beattie  to  Dr.  Percival,  Slave- 
Trade,  cxxviii. — From  Dr.  Percival  to  Dr.  Beattie,  ditto,  cxxxii. — 
From  Dr.  Robertfon  to  Dr.  Percival,  ditto,  cxxxiv. — From  Dr. 
Percival  to  Dr.  Robertfon,  ditto,  cxxxvii. — From  Dr.  Robertfon  to 
Dr.  Percival,  ditto,  cxxxix.— From  Dr.  Percival  to  Dr.  Haygarth, 
cxl. — From  the  Same  to  the  Same,  cxlii. — From  the  Same  to  the 
Same,  [cxliv. — From  the  Same  to  Dr.  Paley,  Religious  Eftablifh- 
ments,  Sec.  cxlvi. — From  Dr.  Paley  to  Dr. Percival,  on  Subfcription, 
cxlviii.— From  Dr.  Percival  to  Dr.  Prieftley,  clii. — From  the  Bifhop 
of  LandafF  to  Dr.  Percival,  EfFay  on  Taxation,  cliii.— From  the  Rev. 
T.  Burgcfs  (now  Bifhop  of  St.  David’s,)  to  Dr.  Percival,  Slave- 
Trade,  Sec.  civ.— From  Dr.  Percival  to  Mr.  Burgefs,  ditto,  clvi.— 
From  Madame  Ncckar  to  Dr.  Percival,  ditto,  clix.  From  Dr. 


CONTENTS 


II 


Percival  to  Madame  Neckar,  ditto,  clxi. — From  Dr.  Percival  to  the 
Rev.  T.  B.  Percival,  Corporation  and  Teft  A6ts,  clxiii. — From  Dr. 
Percival  to  the  Bifhop  of  LandafF,  clxvi. — From  the  Biiliop  of 
Landaffto  Dr. Percival,  clxix. — From  Dr.  Percival  to  ***,  on  the 
Death  of  a Friend,  clxxii. — From  Dr.  Percival  to  Dr.  Haygarth, 
Britilh  Conftitution,  clxxiv. — From  the  Same  to  the  Same,  on  the 
Death  of  Mr.  James  Percival,  fort  Accoimt  of  him , clxxix. — “ Dis- 
“ course  on  the  Divine  Permifjion  of  Evil , Phyfical  and  Moral.” — 
“ Medical  f urif prudence  P — From  Dr.  Heberden  to  Dr.  Percival, 
on  “ Medical  Ethics,”  clxxxiii. — From  the  Same  to  the  Same,  on 
ditto,  clxxxiv. — From  Sir  George  Baker,  bart.  to  the  Same,  on  ditto, 
clxxxvi. — From  the  Rev.  Samuel  Parr,  LL.D.  to  the  Same,  Difcourfe 
on  Hofpital  Duties,  clxxxviii. — From  the  Same  to  the  Same,  on 
“ Medical  Ethics,”  cxci. 

Continuation  of  the  Narrative,  cxciv. — Remarks  on  the  Cor- 
refpondence,  and  Domeftic  Habits  of  Dr.  Percival,  Converfation, 
Society,  cxcv. — Manchefter  Board  of  Health,  cxcix. — Death  of  the 
Rev.  T.  B.  Percival,  at  St.  Peterfburgh,  ccii. — Publication  of  the 
Third  Part  of  a Father’s  Inftruiftions,  Remarks  refpeifling  the 
Theological  Difquifitions,  cciv. — Publication  of  “ Medical  Ethics,” 
Remarks,  ccix. — Conclulion. — Monumental  Infcription,  ccxix. — 
Infcription  on  the  Tablet  c/f  the  Manchefter  Society,  ccxx. 

Additional  Remarks  on  the  Chara<fter  of  Dr.  Percival,  ccxxi.— 
Postscript,  ccxxxix. — Latin  Infcription  dcligned  for  the  Tablet 
of  the  Society  at  Manchefter,  ccxlii. — Appendix. 


“ Hie  liber,  prcfejfione  pietatis,  aut  laudatus  crit  aut  excufatusH 

Tacit. 

\ 

“ Mihi  quidetn,  quanquam  ejl  fubito  ereptus,  vivit  tamen  femperque 
vivif.  Virtutem  enim  amavi  illius  viri  qua  extintta  non  ejl ; 
ncc  mihi  foli  verfatur  ante  oculos,  fed  etiam  poferis  erit  clara 
et  inftgnis.” 


Cicero. 


M EMOIRS 


OF  THE 

LIFE  AND  IV  R IT  1 N G S 

i 

OF 

THOMAS  PERCIVAL,  M.  D. 


v . T 


THOMAS  PERCIVaL,  the  fubjeft  of  thefe 
Memoirs,  defcended  from  a family  of  refpec- 
table  condition,  formerly  refident  at  Thelwall,  in  the 
county  of  Chefter.  His  remote  anceltors  were  occu- 
pied in  the  cultivation  of  the  patrimonial  ellate  ; a 
farm  of  moderate  extent,  which  has  been  lineally 
tranfmitted  to  the  prefent  generation.  The  flender 
fortunes  of  his  line  were  compenfated  by  intellec- 
tual endowments,  and  hereditary  worth.  His  more 
immediate  predeceffors  applied  with  diligence  and 
fuccefs  to  the  ftudy  of  fclence ; and  the  fame  which 
they  acquired  by  the  exercife  of  a liberal  and  lucra- 
tive profelfion,  appears  to  have  awakened  his  early 
ambition  of  literary  eminence. 
vol.  i.  a 


u MEMOIRS  OF  THE  LIFE  AND  WRITINGS 

His  grandfather,  Peter  Percival,  was  the  flrft  who 
quitted  the  patrimonial  habitation.  DeRined  by  birth 
to  the  fcanty  inheritance  of  a younger  fon,  he  was  in- 
duced to  feek  a more  ample  fortune  by  embracing  the 
profeffion  of  phyfic;  and  accordingly  devoted  himfelf 
to  the  ufual  methods  of  preparatory  Rudy.  With  the 
view  to  a more  extended  fphere  of  pra&ice  than  his 
native  village  afforded,  he  fixed  his  refidence  at  War- 
rington, in  Lancafhire;  where  he  lived  with  decent 
hofpitality  and  creditable  fame.  The  lady  alfo  whom 
he  married,  (Martha  Worfley,  the  daughter  of  Mr. 
Worfley,  of  Sutton,  in  the  fame  county,)  appears  to 
have  been  remarkable  for  the  attainments  of  herunder- 
Randing,  and  the  exemplary  virtue  of  her  life.  Her 
RRer,  Mrs.  Mather,  is  known  by  the  correfpondence 
which  fhe  held  on  theological  fubjefts  with  the  cele- 
brated Bifhop  Burnet,  by  whom  flie  was  greatly 
eReemed. 

. In  the  year  1701,  Peter  Percival  died,  leaving  an 
ilfue  of  four  fons  and  one  daughter.  Of  thefe,  the 
eldeR  fon,  Thomas  Percival,  adopted  the  profeflion  of 
his  father ; and  by  his  fuperior  talents  augmented 
the  reputation  of  his  name.  The  following  Jketch, 
from  the  pen  of  his  fucceffor,  defcribes  his  worth  and 
accomplifhments:  tc  He  received  his  claRical  educa- 
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« tion  at  the  free  grammar  Tchool  of  Warrington; 
tc  an  inftitution  well  endowed,  formerly  much  reforted 
<c  to  and  held  in  great  eftimation.  From  this  femi- 
“ nary  he  removed  to  Leyden;  where  he  became 
ts  the  pupil  of  the  celebrated  Boerhaave  ; and  com- 
“ bined  with  his  medical  purfuits  the  ftudy  of  various 
£C  other  branches  of  knowledge.  Following  the  fteps 
ts  of  his  great  matter,  he  directed  his  attention  to  Na- 
“ tural  Hiftory,  Chemittry , Ethics,  and  Theology.  At 
“ the  expiration  of  the  ufual  period,  he  was  honoured 
tc  with  the  degree  of  DoCtor  of  Phyfic,  A.  D.  1720. 
<c  Iiis  inaugural  differtation, ‘ De  Phthifi  Pulmonali,’ 
“ is  written  with  elegance,  perfpicuity,  and  much  infor- 
tc  mation.  The  love  of  learned  eafe  contracted  the 
“ fphere  of  his  profeflional  exertions;  and  his  practice 
ec  was  confined  to  Warrington,  and  a fmall  furround- 
“ ing  diftriCt.  But  his  talents  and  fkill  were  acknow- 
“ ledged  by  able  judges;  and  his  fituation  afforded 
“ him  a field  fufficienty  ample  for  the  difplay  of 
“ probity,  humanity,  and  difmterett:ednefs.,, 

Jofepli,  the  third*  fon  of  Peter  Percival,  was  born 
in  the  year  1 694.  Like  the  reft  of  his  family,  he 

* James  Percival,  the  fecond  fon,  removed  from  Warrington  to 
Liverpool ; where  he  followed  the  profeflion  of  a merchant,  during 
the  courfe  of  a long  life,  with  honour  and  reputation. 
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received  the  benefit  of  a prudent  and  liberal  educa- 
tion. But  his  native  difpofition  was  averfe  from  the 
puifuits  of  fame  or  fortune ; and  he  appears  to  have 
lought  his  happinefs  in  the  tranquil  enjoyment  of  an 
eafy  and  refpecfable  ftation.  At  different  periods, 
however,  he  engaged  in  various  branches  of  com- 
merce j and  tranfmitted  to  his  pofterity,  in  the  exam- 
ple of  upright  and  benevolent  conduft,  the  fa i reft 
portion  of  his  inheritance.  By  his  union  with  Mar- 
garet Orred,  a lady  of  reputable  family  in  Chefhire, 
he  had  feven  children,  of  whom  three  died  at  an 
early  age.  Thomas  Percival,  the  fubject  of  the 
prefent  narrative,  was  the  youngeft,  and  only  fur. 
viving  foil;  born  September  29, N.  S.  1740. 

During  the  period  of  infancy,  his  health  was  feeble 
and  precarious,  requiring  all  the  offices  of  tender 
affiduity  to  preferve  and  invigorate  his  frame.  His 
youth,  neverthelefs,  was  carefully  devoted  to  intellec- 
tual improvement,  aided  by  the  opportunities  of  in- 
ftruftion  which  are  tired  provincial  town  afforded.  The 
individuals  of  his  family  who  had  gained  diftin&ion  by 
their  literary  attainments,  had  excited  a tafte  for  know- 
ledge, and  even  a relifli  for  ftudious  purfuits,  among 
the  other  members  of  his  domeftic  circle  j fo  that 
thofe  who  guided  his  juvenile  conduft,  were  well. 
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fitted  by  their  acquifitions  to  form  and  cultivate  his 
mind.  At  the  age  of  three  years,  however,  he  fuf- 
fered  the  fingular  misfortune  of  lofmg  both  his  parents 
by  deceafe  at  the  fame  time;  the  death  of  his  mother 
happening  a few  hours  only  after  that  of  his  father, 
whofe  health  had  been  gradually  undermined  by  the 
forrow  which  her  long  and  painful  lllnefs  occafioned. 

But  the  Iofs  of  parental  inftruction  was  fupplied  to 
their  fon  by  the  able  and  affectionate  care  of  his 
elded  filler,  Elizabeth  Percival,  the  real  mother  of 
his  underftanding  and  manners.  The  excellent  qua- 
lities of  this  lady,  a rare  benevolence  of  temper,  and 
undiffembled  probity  of  mind,  were  in  no  common 
degree  congenial  to  the  character  which  die  was  des- 
tined to  unfold;  whilfl  the  image  of  her  virtues  Teemed 
to  be  reflected  in  the  youthful  difpofitions  of  her 
charge.  The  purity  of  her  moral  precepts,  no  lefs 
than  the  warmth  of  her  affeCtion,  infpired  his  mind 
with  the  indelible  fentiment  of  filial  regard ; and  to 
the  lateft  hour  of  his  life  few  reflections  afforded  him 
more  grateful  pleafure,  than  tliofe  affociated  with  the 
memory  of  her  kindnefs.* 

* This  lady  had  the  happinefs  of  witnefling,  during  the  courfe 
of  a long  life,  the  fruits  of  her  maternal  care.  She  died,  at  an 
advanced  age,  a few  years  only  before  the  fubjed  of  this  memoir  ; 
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After  paffing  through  the  ufual  forms  of  elementary 
inftru&ion,  at  a refpeftable  private  feminary  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Warrington,  Mr.  Percival  was  en- 
tered, in  the  tenth  year  of  his  age,  at  the  free  gram- 
mar-fchool  of  that  town.  Under  the  care  of  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Hayward,  (a  teacher  of  confiderable  fame,)  he 
laid  the  chief  foundation  of  his  acquaintance  with  the 

i 

Latin  and  Greek  languages ; and  by  early  proficiency 
recommended  himfelf  to  the  efteem  of  a rigorous 
mafler.  His  induftry  and  fuccefs  were  confpicuoufly 
fuperior  to  his  years ; the  zeal  of  his  application 
fo  far  exceeding  the  bounds  which  a delicate  confti- 
tution  prefcribed,  as  to  render  it  expedient,  fome 
time  afterwards,  to  remove  him  to  another  fchool, 
where  his  labours  might  be  lefs  fevere.  But  the 
faithful  regard  of  Mr.  Hayward  followed  him  to  this 


who  has  teftified  his  affe&ionate  efteem  for  his  “ fofter  parent,”  by 
recording  her  virtues,  and  his  own  obligations,  in  a pathetic  infcrip- 
tion  to  her  memory. — Poflefted  of  an  underftanding  of  more  than 
ufual  energy,  her  thoughts  were  often  and  deeply  converfant  with 
fubjedts  relating  to  religion  ; and  her  judgment  in  thefe  matters  was 
fortified  and  improved  by  theological  ftudy.  Her  favourite  recur- 
rence to  topics  of  l'erious  meditation  had  even  contributed  to  caft 
over  her  mind  a fhade  of  folicitude,  which  was  fometimes  obfervcd 
to  mingle  with  the  deeper  colouring  of  defpondency.  But  her 
aflive  duties  were  cheerfully  and  alliduoufly  performed ; and  the 
warmth  of  her  piety  was  infufed  into  the  early  fentiments  of  her 
charge. 
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new  fituation,  and  at  length,  through  earned:  en- 
treaty, procured  his  return  to  the  free  grammar- 
fchool,  where  he  remained  during  feveral  years. 

In  the  autumn  of  1 757,  the  Warrington  Academy 
was  opened ; when  the  name  of  Mr.  Percival  was  the 
firfl  enrolled  on  a numerous  and  refpechble  lift  of 
pupils.  At  this  inftitution,  whofe  celebrity  is  not 
unknown  to  men  of  letters,  he  purfued  with  un- 
abating diligence  the  claflical  fludies  in  which  he  had 
already  made  confiderable  progrefs.  The  Latin  com- 
pofitions,  in  particular,  which  he  executed  about  this 
time,  difplay  the  extent  not  lefs  than  the  accuracy  of 
his  attainments.  In  the  fubfequent  and  far  greater 
part  of  his  life,  the  failure  of  his  eye-fight  precluding 
him  from  the  perufal  of  works  in  fuch  languages  as 
are  not  made  fluently  intelligible  by  a reader,  his 
intercourfe  with  the  writings  of  antiquity  was  in  great 
meafure  relinquilhed  ; but  he  proved  the  value  of  his 
prefent  labours,  by  manifefting  his  tafle  and  his  Ikill 
in  compofition  even  at  an  advanced  age. 

It  does  not  appear  that  Mr.  Percival  applied  with 
much  afliduity  at  any  period  to  the  cultivation  of 
mathematical  fcience  ; nor  did  flis  acquirements  in 
that  department  extend  beyond  the  limited  inflruc- 
tions  he  received  during  his  refidence  at  the  War* 
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Hngton  Academy.  The  ttudy  of  Ethics,  however, 
which  formed  an  important  branch  of  academical  dis- 
cipline, attracted  his  early  curiofity.  Guided  by  an 
able  matter,  he  explored  the  various  and  fafcinating 
legions  of  moral  fcience  ; and  imbibed  a partiality 
for  thefe  purfuits,  which,  while  it  prompted  his  imme- 
diate induttry,  furmflied  a fource  of  themoft  grateful 
occupations  of  his  riper  leifure.  To  ethical  he 
united  theological  reading ; and  by  obferving  the 
falutary  cuttom  of  devoting  the  fabbath  to  thefe 
ttudies  excluttvely,  his  acquaintance  with  them  foon 
became  familiar,  and  even  extenfive.  His  relifli  for 
enquiries  of  this  kind  might,  perhaps,  be  affociated 
with  the  fingular  purity  or  integrity  of  fentiment 
which  charaXerifed  his  moral  nature.  But  his 
labours  were  encouraged  by  the  aflittance  and  exam- 
ple of  a private  inttruXor,  to  whom  he  has  acknow- 
ledged the  deepett  obligations.  This  friendly  attittant 
was  the  Rev.  John  Seddon;  who  had  been  recently 
appointed  minitter  of  a congregation  of  Protettant 
Diffenters,  and  whofe  abilities  raifed  him  to  the 
office  of  Redior  Academia or  head  of  the  Inttitution, 
at  Warrington.  It  may  be  added,  that  the  reputa- 
tion of  this  divine  extended  widely  beyond  the  fphere 
of  his  pattoral  connexions  ; whilft  his  private  virtues 
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adorned  and  animated  a numerous  fociety.  The 
influence,  in  the  mean  time,  which  he  acquired  over 
his  young  pupil,  was  carefully  exerted  for  the  im- 
provement of  the  latter,  in  the  various  branches  of 
knowledge  fuited  to  his  capacity;  but  chiefly,  as  it 
appears,  in  directing  his  ambition  or  his  tafle  to 
tliofe  liberal  fludies  of  philofophy,  in  which  he  after- 
wards delighted  to  excel.  Nor  was  Mr.  Percival 
infenfible  to  the  attributes  of  piety  and  benevolence 
which  dignified  the  character  of  his  guide.  The 
aflemblage  of  virtues  which  he  afterwards  afcribed  to 
Mr.  Seddon,  in  a tributary  record,  feems  to  have 
excited  in  a lively  manner  his  refpeft  and  admiration; 
nor  is  it  unworthy  of  remark,  that  the  faithful  picture 
of  his  friend  is  characterized  by  features  bearing  a 
ftriking  refemblance  to  his  own.* — It  may  be  related 
in  this  place,  (as  the  circumftance  influenced  the  early 
education,  and  probably  the  future  views,  of  the  fub- 
je<fl  of  this  memoir,)  that  foon  after  the  period  of 

Mr.  Seddon’s  eflablifliment  in  Warrington,  the  family 

( 

of  Mr.  Percival  was  induced  to  quit  communion 

i 

with  the  church  of  England,  and  to  efpoufe  the 
tenets  of  Proteftant  Diflent.  The  facred  fludies  in 
which  the  older  part  of  its  members  had  deeply 

* See  vol.  i.  page  33. 
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enSaSC(^’  feem  to  have  wrought  a change  in  their 
religious  opinions,  accompanied  with  correfponding 
fentiments  in  thofe  around  them.  The  motives  of 
their  converfion  were  unqueftionably  fincere ; and  the 
period  of  declaration  might  be  produced,  or  haftened, 
by  a rational  preference  for  the  difcourfes  of  a libe- 
ral divine  of  Arian  perfuafion. 

In  connexion  with  this  circumftance,  another  fadt 
may  be  recorded,  which  difplays  the  characteriftic 
integrity  of  Mr.  Percival’s  mind.  Previous  to  his 
removal  from  the  Warrington  Academy,  he  had  for 
fome  time  indulged  the  wifh  of  entering  the  univerfity 
of  Oxford ; but  he  hefitated  concerning  the  fub- 
fcription  to  the  thirty-nine  Articles  of  Faith  which 
is  required,  by  Jlatute , on  matriculation.  This 
diffidence,  encouraged  perhaps  by  the  fuggeftions  of 
his  friends,  induced  him,  even  at  thus  early  a period, 
to  examine  the  validity  of  each  Article  of  belief,  with 
all  the  pains  he  was  able  to  command.  His  Ieifure, 
he  has  frequently  declared,  was  for  a confiderable 
time  occupied  by  the  ftudy  of  the  befl  do&rinal  inter- 
preters, whofe  writings  he  perufed  with  diligent  zeal. 
The  refult  of  his  enquiry,  however,  ferved  rather  to 
confirm  than  to  remove  his  fcruplesj  and  he  at  length 
refolved,  with  relu&ance,  to  abandon  his  fcheme  of 
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rcfidence  at  Oxford.  As  the  terms  of  matriculation 
at  Cambridge  were  at  that  time  nearly  fimilar,  he 
began  to  diredt  his  views  to  the  univcrfity  of  Edin- 
burgh; whither  he  removed  in  the  twenty-fird  year 
of  his  age,  and  commenced  his  (todies  in  Medical 

Science. 

I laving  hitherto  cultivated  with  fuccefs  thofe 
branches  of  knowledge  on  which  a liberal  profelhon 
is  mod  advantageoufly  grafted,  he  now  bent  his  la- 
bours to  the  object  of  his  future  defoliation.  Iiis 
ardour  feems  to  have  been  excited,  and  his  induftry 
fecured,  by  a long-cheriflied  predilection*  for  the 
purfuits  connected  with  Phyfic  ; a fcience  or  an  art 
allied  to  an  almofl:  infinite  range  of  natural  and  moral 
enquiry.  In  the  profecution  of  his  private  ftudies  he 

* The  fource  of  this  predilection  may  be  worthy  of  remark,  as 
it  illuftrates  die  early  character  of  tfie  fubjeCt  ot  diis  narrative.  In 
the  juvenile  ardour  of  his  mind,  he  had  been  accuftomed  to  regard, 
with  lingular  veneration,  the  genius  and  learning  of  his  paternal 
uncle,  Dr.  Percival ; and  to  affociate  with  the  character  prefented 
to  his  imagination,  every  attainment  fuited  to  the  ambition  of  his 
future  life.  Thefe  fentiments,  derived  from  his  own  reflections,  or 
inculcated  by  his  friends,  were  cherifhed  by  him  with  partial  care, 
and  eventually  determined  the  choice  of  his  profeflion. — At  the 
death  of  this  relative,  (in  the  year  1750,)  he  received  an  acceflion  to 
his  patrimonial  fortune,  which  afforded  him  ample  means  for  a liberal 
education.  He  at  the  fame  time  came  into  poffeflion  of  an  extenfive 
library,  which  opened  to  him  die  invaluable  privilege  of  a familiar 
accefs  to  books  from  the  commencement  of  his  earlieft  ftudies. 
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had  for  fome  time  chiefly  delighted;  and  he  appears, 
by  theevidence  of  his  confidential  letters,  to  have  felt, 
in  a lively  degree,  that  infatiable  ardour  for  intellec- 
tual improvement,  which  is  at  once  the  prefage  and 
the  inftrument  of  future  eminence.  To  this  propen- 
fity  the  delicacy  of  his  natural  conflitution  might 
probably  contribute,  by  preventing  the  diverfion  of 
his  tafte  to  purfuits  uncongenial  with  the  habits  of  a 
ftudent;  while  his  fuccefs  in  the  labours  of  the  clofet 
confirmed  an  early  and  fortunate  partiality.  The  par- 
ticular method  which  he  adopted  in  his  medical  ftudies, 
may  at  leaft  manifefl  his  perfevering  induftry.  After 
carefully  pending,  he  epitomized  and  commented  upon 
the  mod  valuable  treadles ; he  revifed  again  and  again 
what  he  had  imperfectly  written  ; and  tranfcribed,  as 
far  as  he  was  able,  the  lectures  of  the  mod  eminent 
profeflbrs.  His  juvenile  manufcripts  (which  happen 
to  have  been  preferved)  teftify  his  application  to  this 
laborious  procefs,  which  laid  the  folid  foundation 
of  his  future  fame.  In  the  academical  focieties  alfo, 
and  other  meetings  for  the  difcuifion  of  fcientific 
fubje&s,  he  fuftained  an  active  part  with  no  incon- 
fiderable  credit ; whillt  among  his  aflociates  were 
fcveral  individuals  who  have  fince  rifen  to  eminent 
eputation,  and  whofe  efforts,  like  his  own,  have 
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contributed  to  quicken  the  progrefs  of  fcience  and 
philanthropy.* 

Mr.  Percival’s  affiduity  in  thefe  purfuits,  however, 
did  not  preclude  him  from  ufing  with  care  the  oppor- 
tunities he  polfeffed  of  forming  an  extenfive  acquain- 
tance with  the  literary  characters  and  perfons.  of  dis- 
tinction in  Edinburgh.  He  had  the  good  fortune,  in 
particular,  to  enjoy  frequent  and  friendly  intercourfe 
with  the  rival  candidates  for  hiftoric  fame,  Mr.  Hume, 
and  Dr.  Robertfon.  For  the  former  of  thefe  he  feems 
to  have  entertained  a ftrong  perfonal  regard;  nor 
did  he  afterwards  fuffer  his  veneration  of  the  man 
and  the  philofopher  to  be  diminilhed  by  his  averfion 
from  the  polemic.  “ It  was  impofhble  to  know  Mr. 
“ Hume,”  (he  declares  in  one  of  his  moral  differta- 

* Foremoft  among  the  number  of  his  intimate  friends  and  com- 
panions, was  the  late  Thomas  Butterworth  Bayley,  efq;  of  Hope, 
near  Manchefter.  At  an  earlier  age  than  Mr.  Percival,  he  went  to 
Edinburgh,  in  purfuit  of  general  fcience;  and  an  intimacy  was 
there  formed,  which,  in  the  fubfequent  period  of  their  lives,  was 
cherifhed  by  the  moft  unreferved  intercourfe,  and  the  conftant  reci- 
procation of  good  offices.  [Vide  Biographical  Memoirs,  See.  vol.  ii. 
p.  ] A friendlhip,  not  lefs  valued  or  durable,  was  there  formed 
with  Dr.  Haygarth,  of  Bath  ; the  moll  frequent  of  his  early  corres- 
pondents, and  the  moft  intimate  of  his  profefllonal  friends.  Among 
the  number  of  his  alfociates,  alfo,  were  Dr.  Falconer,  Dr.  Aikin,  Sir 
Lucas  Pepys,  bart.  and  feveral  others,  diftinguifhed  by  their  icien. 
tific  attainments. 
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tions)  44  without  admiring  his  talents,  and  loving  him 
i’  for  the  fuavity  of  his  manners.”  Their  acquain- 
tance was  renewed  at  Paris  ; where  Mr.  Iiume  was 
then  refident  as  fecretary  to  the  Englifh  embafly;  and 
where,  (as  the  fubjeft  of  this  memoir  ufed  to  obferve,) 
amidffc  a crowd  of  flatterers,  he  alone  appeared  infen- 
lible  to  the  artifices  or  the  fedu&ions  of  vanity.  At 
the  houfe  of  Dr.  Robertfon,  Mr.  Percival  was  a fre- 
quent guefl ; and  the  kindnefs  with  which  he  was 
received,  left  in  his  mind  a pleafing  and  grateful 
remembrance.  During  two  winters  he  reflded  in  the 
family  of  Mrs.  Symes,  the  filler  of  the  hiflorian,  (and 
newly-appointed  Principal  of  the  univerfity,)  to  whofe 
recommendation  he  was  indebted  for  that  benefit. 
His  refidence  was  the  more  eflimable,  as  it  facilitated 
his  admifiion  to  a fociety  which  he  knew  well  to  ad- 
mire and  value;  and  the  connexion  of  friendfliip 
formed  by  this  means  was  preferved  and  revived  by 
occafional  correfpondence,  to  the  termination  of  Dr. 
Robertfon’s  life.* 

* Befides  the  fociety  to  which  Mr.  Percival  was  introduced  by 
his  acquaintance  with  thefe  didinguiflied  perfons,  and  feveral  of  the 
Profdfors,  he  had  occafionally  the  opportunity  of  mingling  with  a 
variety  of  individuals,  eminent  for  their  rank  or  learning,  at  the 
weekly  entertainments  of  the  late  Earl  ofHopetown,  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Edinburgh,  and  of  Provoft  Drummond,  in  that  city. 
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During  three  feffiom,  Mr.  Percival  attended  the 
leXures  of  the  mod  diftinguifhed  profelfors  of  Edin- 
burgh. But  an  intervening  year  was  occupied  by 
his  refidence  in  London ; where  he  diligently  availed 
himfelf  of  the  advantages  which  that  metropolis  af- 
fords to  the  fludent  of  phyiic.  He  at  the  fame  time 
enjoyed  the  opportunity  of  extending  the  circle  of  his 
connexions,  by  cultivating  the  acquaintance  of  many 
individuals  of  eminence.  One  friendfhip  of  peculiar 
intimacy. may  deferve  notice,  as  it  was  cherifhed  on 
each  fide  by  the  reciprocation  of  an  almoft  paternal 
and  filial  regard.  The  perfon  to  whom  Mr.  Percival 
was  thus  attached  was  the  late  Lord  Willoughby  de 
Parham,  a nobleman  of  confiderable  learning  and 
various  accomplifliments.  His  country  refidence  be- 
ing not  very  diftant  from  Warrington,  the  fubjeX  of 
thefe  memoirs  enjoyed  his  frequent  and  confidential 
intercourfe  in  his  fituation  of  retirement;  and  amidft 
his  Lordfliip’s  numerous  engagements  in  London, 
the  fame  afiiduity  of  friendfhip  was  preferved.  The 
official  fixations*  which  Lord  Willoughby  held  in 

\ 

* His  Lordfhip  was  Chairman  of  the  Committees  of  the  Houfe 
of  Peers;  Prefident  of  the  Antiquarian  Society;  Vice-Prefident  of 
the  Royal  Society,  and  of  the  Society  of  Arts ; one  of  the  Com- 
raiffioners  of  the  Board  of  Longitude,  5cc. 
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the  Houfe  of  Peers,  and  in  the  Royal  and  Antiquarian 
Societies,  conferred  upon  him  public  diftinCtion;  and 
his  houfe  was  the  refort  of  the  moft  eminent  perfons 
of  that  time.  At  his  literary  meetings  he  was  efpe- 
cially  folicitous  to  introduce  his  young  friend  to  an 
acquaintance  with  the  molt  confpicuous  characters;  or 
to  recommend  him  to  thofe  individuals,  whofe  coun- 
tenance might  be  of  fervice  to  him  in  the  future 
courfe  of  his  life.  On  the  death  of  this  excellent 
nobleman,  which  happened  early  in  the  year  1765, 
Mr.  Percival  lamented  deeply  the  lofs  of  a faithful 
friend,  and  affectionate  patron. — Shortly  after  that 
event,  he  experienced  a gratifying  teftimony  of  his 
late  friend’s  kindnefs,  in  being  unanimoufly  eleCted 
Fellow  of  the  Royal  Society  of  London.  His  ad- 
milhon  had  been  propofed  by  Lord  Willoughby, 
who  then  held  the  office  of  vice-prefident ; when  from 
refpeCt  to  his  lordlhip’s  recommendation,  as  well  as 
from  the  perfonal  claims  of  the  candidate,  the  Soci- 
ety proceeded  immediately  to  eleCt  him  to  their  body ; 
the  youngeft  member  (I  am  informed)  ever  intro- 
duced into  that  learned  corporation. 

In  the  twenty-fifth  year  of  his  age,  Mr.  Percival 

✓ 

removed  to  the  univerfity  of  Leyden,  with  a view  to 
complete  the  courfe  of  his  medical  ftudies,  and  to  be 
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admitted  to  the  degree  of  Do&or  of  Phyfic.  Some 

i 

local  circuraftances  of  difference  having  arifen  between 
the  profeffors  and  the  medical  ftudents  of  Edinburgh, 

. a general  emigration  to  Leyden  took  place  at  that 
period.  But  the  high  reputation  which  the  latter 
univerfity  then  obtained,  has  long  fince  been  rivalled 
or  eclipfed  by  the  advancement  of  the  former. 
Having  defended  in  the  public  fchools  his  inaugural 
differtation  <s  De  Frigore  ” Mr.  Percival  was  prefented 
with  the  diploma  of  M.  D.  on  the  6th  of  July,  1765. 
Soon  afterwards  he  proceeded  on  his  route  to  Paris, 
where  his  curiofity  and  his  intercourfe  with  the  per- 
fons  to  whofe  friendly  attentions  he  was  recommended, 
detained  him  fome  time.  On  his  return,  he  conduced 
his  tour  through  various  parts  of  France  and  Plolland, 
and  arrived  in  England  at  the  clofe  of  the  fame  year. 

Dr.  Percival  now  joined  his  family  at  Warrington 
without  delay ; and  ffiortly  afterwards  accomplifhed 
his  engagement  of  marriage  with  Elizabeth  the  daugh- 
ter and  only  furviving  child  of  Nathaniel  Baffinett,  efq; 
merchant,  of  London.  By  this  happy  alliance,  the 
moll:  valuable  exertions  of  Dr.  Percival’s  life  were 
called  forth.  In  the  a&ive  offices  of  his  profeffion, 
his  diligence  was  increafed  by  the  profpeft  of  extend- 
ing to  his  fucceffors  the  fame  and  the  benefit  of  his 
vol.  1.  h ~ 
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labours;  and  the  world  has  been  indebted  for  the  more 
elegant  productions  of  his  ftudious  leifure,  to  thofe 
fentiments  of  paternal  folicitude  with  which  they  are 
faithfully  impreffed.  During  two  years,  he  con- 
tinued to  refide  at  his  native  place  ; looking  around 
at  the  fame  time  to  d:fcover  an  opening  to  a more 

i 

ample  field  for  the  exercife  of  his  profeffion.  It 
feems,  indeed,  to  have  been  his  intention  to  fix  his 
abode  at  fome  future  period  in  London : but  he  was 
meanwhile  defirous  of  gaining  fome  fhare  of  experi- 
ence and  reputation  in  the  country,  previous  to  his 
fettlement  in  the  metropolis.  His  prefent  views  were 
accordingly  directed  to  this  objeft;  when,  after  a 
confederation  of  various  plans,  he  at  laft  determined 
on  refiding  at  Manchefler.  In  the  year  1 767,  he 
removed  with  his  family  to  that  town,  and  com- 
menced his  profeffional  career,  with  a degree  of  fuc- 
cefs,  which,  I believe,  has  feldom  been  paralleled. 

The  leifure  which  Dr.  Percival  had  hitherto 
enjoyed,  had  given  him  the  opportunity  of  engaging 
in  various  philofophical  and  experimental  enquiries, 
relating,  for  the  moll  part,  to  the  fcience  of  Phyfic. 
The  44  EfTays”  which  he  formed  on  the  refult  of  his 
invefl'gations,  were  fometimes  prefented  to  the  Royal 
Society,  and  were  afterwards  inferted  in  thevolumes  of 
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its  TranfaCtions ; at  other  times,  they  were  communi- 
cated to  the  public  through  the  medium  of  the  moll 
current  periodical  journals.  Thefe  mifcellaneous pieces 
were,  in  the  courfe  of  the  prefent  year,  collected  and 
publifhed  in  one  volume,  under  the  title  of  Effays 
Medical  and  Experimental. 

The  favourable  reception  which  this  volume 
gained  with  the  public,  encouraged  its  author  to  pur- 
fue  the  fcheme  of  experimental  enquiry  which  he  had 
commenced.  His  choice  of  this  method,  it  may  be 
obferved,  was  directed  by  a mature  confideration  of 
the  proper  objeCt  and  means  of  fcientific  refearch  j 
and  as  he  laboured  with  perfeverance  in  a walk  at 
that  time  little  frequented  by  men  of  talents  or  learn- 
ing, it  may  not  be  fuperfluous  to  explain  briefly  the 
nature  of  his  defign. 

The  progrefs  of  Medical  Science,  when  compared 
with  the  number  and  diligence  of  its  profeflbrs,  might 
juflly  appear  inconfiderable,  and  excite  the  attention 
of  the  more  liberal  part  to  the  caafes  which  retarded 

its  advancement.  So  recently,  however,  have  the 

\ 

rules  of  legitimate  invefligation  been  generally  com- 
prehended, that  thefe  caufes  were  imperfectly  under- 
flood, and  often  erroneoufly  explained,  by  writers  of 
Phyfic  in  the  middle  of  the  lad  century.  Medical 
' b 2 
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philofbphers  had  not  hitherto  acknowledged,  that  the 
fame  circumttances  which  at  firft  promoted,  tended 
afterwards  unequivocally  to  obftruft  the  enlargement 
of  their  fcience  ; or  that  the  vaft  defigns  of  the 
Fathers  of  Phyfic  dazzled,  whilfl  they  enlightened, 
thejudgments  of  their  fucceffors.  The  early  ftrufture 
of  medicine,  like  that  of  other  fciences,  having  arifen 
from  the  energies  of  individual  genius,  men  were 
accuftomed  to  look  for  its  extenfion  and  improvement 
to  the  like  efforts  of  extraordinary  intellects ; and 
thus,  whilft  the  multitude  negle&ed  the  proper  ufe,  or 
abandoned  the  record  of  their  experience,  a few  capa- 
cious minds  laboured  to  extend  their  views  on  every 
fide  to  the  boundary  of  phyfical  refearch.  On  the 
credit  of  their  own  experiments  and  obfervation  they 
erected  comprehenfive  fyftems  ; and,  poffefled  of  the 
common  faculties  which  nature  has  affigned  to  limit 
individual  experience,  they  trufted  to  other  powers 
for  the  artificial  arrangement  of  her  laws.  Hence  the 
great  and  important  difcoveries  which  thefe  matters 
fucceffively  made,  yere  fo  blended  with  the  fanciful 
errors  of  fpeculation,  that  each  in  his  turn  contributed 
to  miflead  the  opinions  of  mankind.  By  miftaking 
the  proper  objeft  of  philofophy, , the  inettimable 
powers  of  genius  and  induttry  were  often  lavifhed  on 
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the  purfuit  of  a fliadow;  and  the  first  principles 
of  medical  fcience  feemed  dettined  to  be  the  fport  of 
perpetual  uncertainty. 

It  may  not,  indeed,  appear  unaccountable,  that  a 
fcience  extending  over  the  animal  and  intellectual,  as 
well  as  the  material,  kingdom,  fliould  continue  longer 
involved  in  conjectural  hypothecs,  than  the  more  ab- 
ftract  or  limited  fubjects  of  invettigation.  The  fuccefs, 
however,  with  which  philofophers  had  begun  to  eluci- 
date other  departments  of  experimental  knowledge, 
at  length  ferved  to  communicate  its  proper  light  to 
medical  enquiry.  The  error  was  gradually  acknow- 
ledged, of  attempting  to  gain  the  mattery  over  fo 
comprehenfive  a fcience  by  the  folitary  powers  of  the 
mod  vigorous  capacity;  and  a more  adequate  method 
was  filently  adopted,  which,  by  exercifing  the  reafon. 
and  experience  of  an  indefinite  multitude,  and  by 
dittributing  its  labours  in  due  arrangement,  has 
brought  them  to  bear  with  united  advantage  on  the 
fame  common  objectt.  The  mott  enlightened  and 
powerful  minds  have  been  diverted  from  the  form- 
ation of  fyttems,  to  the  accurate  fcrutiny  and  faithful 
record  of  the  fatts  which  are  cognizable  by  their 
fenfes  ; whiltt  men  of  humbler  talents,  who  formerly 
received  wi  th  acquiefcence  the  opinions  of  their 
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fuperiors,  have  fmce  laboured  with  them  in  the  fame 

' % 

field  of  experiment  and  refearch.  The  benefit  of  this 
wide  co-operation  has  greatly  exceeded  the  fnnple 
meafure  of  the  truths  which  have  been  accumulated. 
Nor  would  it  be  an  exaggeration  to  affert,  that  the 
fplendid  difcoveries  in  experimental  fcience  which 
recent  times  have  witneffed,  are  to  be  afcribed  folely 
to  the  more  extended  influence  of  thofe  rules  of 
legitimate  philofophy,  which  Lord  Bacon  attempted, 
two  centuries  ago,  to  eflablifh. 

In  eftimating  the  merit  therefore  of  fcientific 
writers,  fome  preference  will  be  due  to  thofe,  who 
were  among  the  firff  to  give  a right  direction  to  the 
induflry  of  their  cotemporaries.  Although  Dr.  Per- 
cival  was  by  no  means  the  earlieft  writer  of  Effays  on 
diftincc  fubje&s  of  Experimental  Phyfic  ; yet  no 
medical  philofopher,  as  far  as  I am  able  to  difcover, 
had  hitherto  fo  clearly  unfolded,  or  purfued  through 
fo  confiderable  a feries,  the  obje&s  of  this  practical 
defign.  The  merits  of  the  fcheme  are  unqueftionable; 
and  the  merits  of  the  writer  may  be  efleemed  of  fupe- 
rior  excellence,  becaufe  he  has  rifen  above  the  com- 
mon prejudices  of  the  times,  and  anticipated,  in  fome 
degree,  that  enlightened  order  of  enquiry,  which  has 
fmce  more  generally  prevailed. 
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In  the  two  preliminary  e flays  of  the  volume  juft 
mentioned,  the  author  was  at  fome  pains  to  mvefti- 
gate  and  correct  the  errors  to  which  medical  writers 
are  peculiarly  liable.  The  firft,  entitled  “ The 
Dogmatic,’’  exhibits  the  pernicious  tendency  of 
adhering  to  pre-conceived  opinions,  in  defiance  or 
perverfion  of  actual  experience.  The  other,  cc  The 
Empiric,”  expofcs  the  folly  of  miftaking  folitary  fa£ts 
for  univerfal  truths.  By  removing  the  influence  of 
thefe  mifapprehenfions,  the  writer  hoped  to  recom- 
mend a more  liberal  fpirit  of  enquiry;  and  to  redeem 

from  the  confufion  of  factitious  error  the  Ample  and 

/ » 

perfect  order  of  nature.  “ The  annals  of  medicine,” 
he  declares,  £t  abound  with  inftances  of  the  fatal 
“ effects  of  empiricifm  and  hypothetical  reafoning, 
66  founded  on  fictitious  principles.  But  thefe  exam- 
44  pies,  painful  as  they  are  to  a feeling  mind,  impeach 
44  not  the  honour,  or  the  ufefulnefs,  of  the  healing 
44  art  ; and  are  chargeable  only  on  the  ignorance  of 
<e  a few  of  its  profeflbrs,  and  the  credulity  of  man- 
tc  kind.  The  hiftory  of  the  Chriftian  Church  pre- 
44  fents  us  with  a picture  flill  more  fliocking  to  huma- 
44  nity.  But  who  difputes  the  influence  of  religion 
ct  to  promote  the  peace,  order,  and  happinefs  of 
“ fociety,  becaufe  fuperftkion  hath  occafloned  fo 
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*c  much  confufion,  mifery,  and  devaluation  ? It  is 
££  fincerely  to  be  lamented,  that  jufler  ideas  are  not 
£ 4 formed  of  the  nature,  extent,  and  objedls  of  medi- 
44  cine  in  general;  and  of  the  feveral  branches  into 
££  which,  as  a practical  fcience,  too  extenfive  for  any 
44  individual  to  exercife,  it  is  now  divided.”  In  a 
fubfequent  publication,  Dr.  Percival  obferves,  that 
44  the  great  Lord  Verulam  recommends  the  colledling 
44  of  fadts,  obfervations,  and  experiments,  as  the  bed: 
££  method  of  promoting  the  improvement  of  phyfic; 
<£  and  experience  hath  fully  evinced  the  utility  of 
££  fuch  a plan.  In  this  way,”  he  adds, ££  I am  am- 
14  bitious  of  contributing  my  mite  to  the  general 
S£  flock  of  knowledge;  and  fliall  think  myfelf  happy, 
££  if  I can  thus  render  the  purfuit  of  my  own  inftruc- 
<£  tion  and  amufement  fubfervient  to  the  interefts  0f 
44  my  profeffion,  and  to  the  general  good  of  man- 
44  kind.”  In  the  fame  preliminary  difcourfe,  the 
author  continues,  ££  I have  annexed  a few  feledfc 
44  hi/lories  of  difeafes , agreeably  to  the  plan  of  Lord 
“ Bacon;  who  advifes  phyficiaas  to  revive  the  Hip- 
S£  pocratic  method  of  compofing  narratives  of  parti- 
44  cular  cafes,  in  which  the  nature  of  the  dileafe,  the 
4£  manner  of  treating  it,  and  the  confequences,  are  to 
sc  be  fpecified ; to  attempt  the  cure  of  thofe  diteaies 
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« vvliicb  have  been  too  boldly  pronounced  incurable; 
“ and  to  extend  their  enquiries  into  the  powers  of 
« particular  medicines,  in  the  cure  of  particular 
4‘  diforders.” 

It  may  be  juft,  however,  to  admit,  that  the  opinions 
and  language  of  Dr.  Percival’s  writings  are  not  on  all 
occafions  equally  free  from  the  tin  Ct  ure  of  hypothecs. 
But  it  mull  at  the  fame  time  be  acknowledged,  that 
to  preferve  a fyftematic  view  of  the  effe&s  of  a vaft 
number  of  operative  materials  on  the  living  frame, 
without  affociating  them  in  the  mind,  by  fame  general 
though  unfeen  principles  of  agency,  has  hitherto  ex- 
ceeded the  endeavour  of  the -moil  fcrupulous  and  even 
fceptical  enquirer;  whilft  the  imperfections  of  lan- 
guage have  oppofed  almoft  infuperable  obftacles  to 
the  entire  rejection  of  hypothefis  from  medical  writings. 
Thus,  for  example,  of  the  terms  employed  about  clini- 
nical  hiftories,  all  the  aCtive  appellations  pre-fuppofe, 
as  matter  of  univerfal  belief,  the  exigence  of  hidden 
caufes  and  infcrutable  operations;  nor  is  it  unobvious 
that  the  whole  vocabulary  of  the  fcience  involves  a 
perpetual  recourfe  to  figurative  phrafeology.*  Yet 

* May  it  not  be  doubted  whether  the  primary  rules  of  juft  rea- 
foning,  or,  in  other  terms,  of  univerfal  logic,  be  hitherto  fulhciently 
underftood,  to  render  it  probable  that  a radical  improvement  i» 
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on  a comparifon  of  the  competitions  of  Dr.  Percival 
with  thofe  of  IPs  predeceffors,  they  will  appear,  I am 
perfuaded,  fnrularly  free  from  the  defects  which 
aie  here  explained;  and  which  it  feemed  proper  to 
notice,  as  they  might  be  efleemed  exceptions  to  the 
found  and  legitimate  principles  of  philofophy,  which 
in  other  refpefts  he  has  carefully  adopted  into  prac- 
tice. For  the  fimple  elegance  of  his  fide,  and  the 
more  valuable  requifites  of  eafe  and  perfpicuity,  he 
was  probably  indebted  to  his  claffical  accomplifh- 
ments ; nor  have  his  writings  in  thefe  refpe&s  been 
furpaffed,  or  perhaps  rivalled,  by  any  of  his  fucceffors. 

The  profecution  of  fcientific  obje&s  of  this  nature 
conftituted  for  fome  time  the  employment  of  thofe 
fhort  and  fcattered  intervals  of  leifur^,  which  were 
fpared  from  more  adfive  duties.  But  the  bufinefs  of 


medical  language  will  be  effected  in  the  prefent  times  ? An  illus- 
tration, however,  of  the  ufe  and  practicability  of  fuch  an  innovation 
has  been furnilhed  by  the  new  Chemical  Nomenclature;  which  has 
fo  wonderfully  facilitated  the  acquifition  and  extenlion  of  one 
branch  of  phyfical  fcience.  As  an  artificial  inftrument,  both  of  rea- 
fon  and  memory,  it  is  juftly  ranked  among  the  molt  eminent  of 
philolophical  inventions.  But  a talk  of  equal  importance,  and 
greater  difficulty,  remains  to  be  effected,  in  extending  its  principles 
to  the  complicated  doCtrines  or  phenomena  of  Nofology.  Even 
were  this  accomplifiied  with  the  greateft  care,  a fmall  part  only  of 
the  great  dejlderatum  in  medical  language  would  then  be  fupplied. 
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a laborious  profeflion,  to  which  long  and  frequent 
journies,  were  mdifpenfably  attached,  added  to  the 
care  of  an  increafing  Family,  and  a (late  of  health 
fubject  to  painful  interruptions,  were  at  no  period 
favourable  to  experimental  refearches.  The  habitual 
energy,  however,  of  Dr.  Percival’s  mind  fupplied 
the  want  of  more  abundant  opportunity  ; whilft  his 
zeal  for  the  advancement  of  a favourite  Science  led 
him  to  perfevere  in  thofe  practical  invefiigations,  by 
which  alone  he  conceived  it  was  capable  of  being 
enlarged  or  adorned.  The  fruit  of  his  labour  was  the 
publication  (in  the  year  1773,)  of  a fecond  volume, 
of  EJfays  Medical , Philofophical , and  Experimental , 
addrefled  to  his  much-refpe<5ted  friend  the  Earl  of 
Stamford.  The  fuccefs  of  the  firft  volume*  fecured 
a favourable  reception  for  that  which  fucceededj  and 
the  author  was  gratified  by  the  praife  he  chiefly 
coveted,  of  having  fubflituted  cautious  induction  for 
the  crude  and  contradictory  fpeculations  W'hich  pre- 
vailed among  common  writers. 

Having  already  ventured  to  exhibit  a general  view 
of  the  defign  of  thefe  volumes,  it  is  not  my  purpofe 
to  enter  on  a particular  analylis  of  the  topics  of 

* A new  edition  of  this  volume  appeared  fome  time  previous  to 
the  publication  of  the  fecond. 
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medical  enquiry  which  they  comprehend.  An  out- 
line of  mifcellaneous  and  unconneffed  difquifitions, 
were  it  practicable,  would  fnrnifh  little  more  than  a 
* bare  enumeration  of  their  fubjeffs,  To  the  gene- 
rality of  readers,  fuch  a difplay  might  appear  fuper- 
fluous  j and  to  men  verfed  in  the  fcience  or  practice 
of  phyfic,  I prefume  not  to  oiler  any  critical  inveffi- 
gations.  1 he  liberal  praife  of  cotemporary  authors, 
and  a long  poffeffion  of  the  public  approbation,  can- 
not fail  to  recommend  Dr.  Percival’s  ££  Effays”  to 
ftudious  perufal,  and  authentic  reference. 

But  the  fubjeffs  which  occupied  the  writer’s  atten- 
tion, do  not  belong  exclufively  to  medical  fcience. 
Many  of  his  ££  Effays”  are  of  a more  general  nature, 
and  calculated  to  intereft  a wider  clafs  of  readers. 
Some  of  thefe  requiring  for  their  illuflration  an  affera- 
blage  of  faffs  and  authorities  from  various  fources, 
occalioned  a-  frequent  communication  with  fcientific 
perfons  in  various  departments ; and  the  letters  which 
have  been  preferved  fhew,  that  at  this  early  period  Dr. 
Percival  had  the  good  fortune  to  fuflain  a correfpon- 
dence  with  fome  of  the  moll  eminent  men  of  the  times. 
Among  other  difquifitions  of  a general  nature  which 
his  volumes  embrace,  thofe  refpeffing  ££  Population 
<£  and  Mortality”  are  defigned  to  bear  a reference  to 
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political  not  lefs  than  to  medical  fcience.  “ A Scheme 
« for  ejiablijhing  accurate  Bills  of  Mortality  ” which 
he  had  formed  with  fome  care,  was  explained  and 
recommended  to  general  ufe,  in  the  fecond  of  tiiefe 
publications.  The  plan  was  approved  by  able  judges, 
and  was  in  great  meafure  adopted  by  the  fuperin tend- 
ing officers  of  the  police  of  Manchefter.  But  the 
author,  conceiving  that  its  utility  was  not  fufficiently 
underftood,  purfued  his  enquiries  into  the  neighbour- 
ing fubjett  of  Population,  with  a view  to  illuftrate 
more  fully  the  benefit  which  might  be  derived  from 
the  inftitution  of  fyftematic  regijlers  of  mortality,  after 
the  manner  he  propofed.  In  thefe  refearches  he 
engaged,  in  conjunction  with  his  friend  Dr.  Price,  a 
copious  and  well-known  writer  on  fubjeCts  of  this 
nature.  He  was  indebted  alfo  for  a part  of  his  fta- 
tiflical  information  to  the  celebrated  Dr.  Franklin,* 
whofe  acquaintance  he  had  long  cherifhed  with  pecu- 
liar regard.  The  refult  of  his  enquiries  and  arrange- 
ment is  perhaps  calculated  for  more  important  ufe 
than  is  generally  known  ; or  it  may  have  happened, 

i 

* He  correfponded  alfo,  on  thefe  fubje&s,  with  his  refpecled 
friends,  the  late  Archb  fhop  o York,  and  Dean  Tucker;  the  latter 
of  whom  has  adopted  his  opinions,  and  quoted  his  authorities  ia 
his  own  works. 


XXX  MEMOIRS  OF  THE  LIFE  AND  WRITINGS 

i 

that  the  fcheme  being  detailed  in  a work  profefledly 
medical,  has  feldom  fallen  under  the  confideration  of 
tliofe,  who  take  an  active  fliare  in  regulating  the 
public  police.  But  whatever  be  the  merit  of  Dr. 
Percival’s  “ propofal,”  the  objeft'  which  he  aimed  to 
fulfil  is  ftiil  fuflered  to  remain  a great  and  prefling 
dcfideratum  in  domeftic  ceconomics. 

V 1 , 

Although  it  may  interrupt  the  regular  courfe  of 
the  narrative,  I am  induced  to  infert  the  following 
communication  of  Dr.  Franklin,  relating  to  this 

fubjecl ; which  may  at  lead  be  acceptable  to  fuch 

readers  as  are  accuflomed  to  admire  the  ardour  and 
fimplicity  which  characterized  the  genius  of  that  ve- 
nerable philofopher.  The  letter  v/as  written  on  the 
receipt  of  Dr.  Percival’s  fecond  volume  of  “ Eflays,” 
&c. 

% f 

From  Benjamin  Franklin , LL.D.  io 
Dr.  Percival. 

Odobsr  15,  1773. 

cc  I have  received  your  favour  of  September  iS, 
cc  enclofing  your  very  valuable  paper  of  the  nume- 
41  ration  of  Manchefler.  Such  enquiries  may  be  as 
“ ufeful  as  they  are  curious  ; and  if  once  made  general, 
« would  greatly  aflift  in  the  prudent  government  of 
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C£  a Gate.  In  China,  I have  fomewhere  read,  ail 
C£  account  is  yearly  taken  of  the  numbers  of  people, 
££  and  the  quantities  of  provifion  produced.  This 
££  account  is  tranfmitted  to  the  Emperor,  whofe  mi-. 
<£  nifters  can  thence  forefee  a fcarcity  likely  to  happen 
££  in  any  province,  and  from  what  province  it  can 
c£  beft  be  fupplied  in  good  time.  To  facilitate  the 
c£  collecting  this  account,  and  prevent  the  neceffityof 
<£  entering  houfes,  and  fpending  time  in  a Iking  and 
<£  anfwering  queftions;  each  houfe  is  furnifhed  with 
££  a little  board,  to  be  hung  without  the  door  during 
C£  a certain  time  each  year,  on  which  board  is  marked 
<£  certain  words,  againil  which  the  inhabitant  is  to 
t£  mark  number  or  quantity  fomewhat  in  this  manner; 
££  Men  - 
££  Women  - 
££  Children  - - - 
££  Rice  or  wheat  - - 

££  Fleffi,  &c.  - 

“ All  under  fixteen  are  accounted  children,  and 
<£  all  above  as  men  and  women.  Any  other  parti- 
££  culars  the  government  defires  the  information  of, 

I 

e£  are  occafionally  marked  on  the  fame  boards.  Thus 
<c  the  officers  appointed  to  collect  the  accounts  in 
ct  each  diflrid1  have  only  to  pafs  before  the  doors, 
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i • and  enter  in  their  book  what  they  find  marked  oil 
c*  the  board,  without  giving  the  lead  trouble  to  the 
14  family.  There  is  a penalty  on  marking  falfely  : 
tc  and  as  neighbours  mull  know  nearly  the  truth  of 
<c  each  other’s  account,  they  dare  not  expofe  them- 
<c  felves  by  a falfe  one  to  each  other’s  accufation. 
<c  Perhaps  fuch  a regulation  is  fcarce  prafticable  with 
<£  us.  The  difference  of  deaths,  between  i and  28, 
<c  at  Manchefler,  and  1 in  120,  at  Monton,*  is  fur- 
*c  prizing.  It  feems  to  fhew  the  unwholefomenefs  of 
“ the  manufadluring  life,  owing  perhaps  to  the  con- 
<c  finement  in  fmall  clofe  rooms,  or  in  larger  with 
tc  numbers,  or  to  poverty  and  want  of  neceffaries,  or 
<c  to  drinking,  or  to  all  of  them. 

cc  Farmers  who  manufa&ure  in  their  own  families 
<c  what  they  have  occafion  for,  and  no  more,  are  per- 
“ haps  the  happieft  people,  and  the  health ieft. 

’Tis  a curious  remark,  that  moifi;  feafons  are  the 
« healthieft.  The  gentry  of  England  are  remarkably 
“ afraid  of  moifture,  and  of  air:  but  feamen,  who 
Cl  live  in  perpetually  moifi;  air,  are  always  healthy,  if 
<c  they  have  good  provifions.  I he  inhabitants  of 
c‘  Bermuda,  St.  Helena,  and  other  Hands  fai  fiom 
**  continents,  furrounded  with  rocks,  againfl  which 


* A village,  four  miles  diftant  from  Manchefler. 
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the  waters  continually  dafhing  fill  the-  air  with 
fpray  and  vapour;  and  where  no  wind  can  arife 
that  does  not  pafs  over  much  Tea,  and  of  courfe 
bring  much  moifiure,  thefe  people  are  remarkably 
healthy;  and  I have  long  thought,  that  mere  raoifl 
air  has  no  ill  effefl  on  the  conflitution  ; though  air  • 
impregnated  with  vapours  from  putrid  marfhes  is 
found  pernicious,  not  from  the  moifiure,  but  the 
putridity.  It  feems  flrange,  that  a man,whofe  body 
is  Compofed,  in  great  part,  of  moifl  fluid,  whofe 
blood  and  juices  are  fo  watery,  who  can  fwallow 
quantities  of  water  and  fmall-beer  da;ly  without 
inconvenience,  fliould  fancy  that  a little  more  or 
lefs  moifiure  in  the  air  fliould  be  of  fuch  impor- 
tance. But  we  abound  in  abfurdity  and  inconfifl- 
ency.  Thus,  though  it  is  generally  agreed  that 
taking  the  air  is  a good  thing,  yet  what  caution 
againfl  air!  what  flopping  of  crevices!  what 
wrapping-up  in  warm  clothes,  what  fliutting  of 
doors  and  windows,  even  in  the  midfl  of  fummer ! 
Many  London  families  go  out  once  a day  to  take 
the  air,  three  or  four  perfons  in  a coach,  one 
perhaps  lick  j thefe  go  three  or  four  miles,  or  as 
many  turns  in  Hyde-park,  with  the  glafles  both  up 
clofe,  all  breathing,  over  and  over  again,  the  fame 

VOL.  i.  r 
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46  air  they  brought  out  of  town  with  them  in  the 
“ coach,  with  the  lead  change  poffible,  and  ren* 
“ dered  worfe  and  worfe  every  moment : and  this 
<c  they  call  taking  the  air.  From  many  years  obfer- 
44  vations  on  myfelf  and  others,  I am  perfuaded  we 
44  are  on  a wrong  fcent,  in  fuppofing  moid  or  cold 
44  air  the  caufe  of  that  diforder  we  call  a Cold.  Some 
44  unknown  quality  in  the  air  may  perhaps  fometirnes 
44  produce  colds,  as  in  the  vifluenza;  but  generally, 
44  I apprehend,  they  are  the  effe&s  of  too  full  living, 
44  in  proportion  to  our  exercife.  Excufe,  if  you  can, 
<4  my  intruding  into  your  province;  and  believe  me 
44  ever,  with  fincere  edeem,  &c.” 

The  enquiries  to  which  the  foregoing  letter  refers, 
were  communicated  to  the  Royal  Society,  and  inferted 
in  the  volumes  of  itsTranfa&ions  for  the  years  1774-5. 
The  immediate  objett  which  the  Author  had  in  view 
was,  to  prefent  a datement  of  the  progredive  increafe 
which  had  taken  place,  during  a feries  of  years,  in  the 
population  of  Mancheder,  and  the  adjacent  villages. 
The  datidical  reports,  however,  are  not  confined  to 
lhefe  places,  but  comprehend  other  large  and  more 
remote  towns.  From  thefe  evidences  it  appeared, 
that  the  increafe  of  inhabitants,  during  fome  years 
before  the  date  of  the  enquiry,  had  been  very  con- 
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fiderable ; and  that,  in  confequence  of  the  extending 
fpirit  of  trade,  and  growth  of  manufactures,  the 
increafe  was  then  proceeding  with  unexampled  rapi- 
dity. The  comparative  healthinefs  of  different  fixa- 
tions, employments,,  and  modes  of  life,  was  afcer- 
tained  by  a feries  of  tables,  exhibiting  the  rate  of 
births,  deaths,  and  marriages,  in  various  places;  and 
the  refult  of  thefe  eflimates  abundantly  evinced  the 
infalubrity  of  large  towns  and  confined  occupations. 
Not  only  was  it  proved  that,  under  fuch  circum- 
flances,  the  caufes  of  premature  mortality  are  more 
prevalent;  but  it  appeared  alfo,  that  the 'general 
term  of  life  is  fhortened  in  no  inconfiderable  degree; 
the  fame  habits  of  life  to  which  the  young  and  the 
middle-aged  fall  a facrifice,  rendering  the  more  robuff 
or  the  more  fortunate  incapable  of  fupporting  the 
infirmities  of  old  age.* 


* Vide  Appendix  A. 

i 

It  appears,  that  about  the  prefent  period,  Dr.  Percival  had  it  in 
contemplation  to  offer  himfelf  candidate  for  a Fellow/hip  in  the 
Co  lege  of  Phyhcians;  to  which  he  was  advifed  by  by  his  much- 
effeemed  friend,  Sir  George  Baker,  who  prefented  to  him  the 
altering  inducement  of  becoming  the  JirJl  Fellow  of  the  Col- 
lege,  not  educated  at  an  Englilh  Univerlity.  This  intention  Dr. 

it:r;rd  ior  r°me  timei  but  f„r 

LT  ' "!  r°"8ht  “ Vai"!  whik  “"ceafing  profes- 

' nocatioM,  added  to  accidental  hindrances,  occalioned  its 
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An  EJfay,  (which  appeared  in  the  fecond  volume 
lately  mentioned,)  on  the  Properties  and  Medicinal 
Ufes  of  Coffee,  may  deferve  notice  in  this  memoir, 
from  its  connexion  with  a peculiar  habit  of  Dr.  Per- 
cival’s  life;  nor  is  it  improbable,  that  the  Author  was 
led  to  the  experiments  which  are  there  recorded  by  the 
fame  circumftance.  From  early  age  he  had  been 
fubjeft  to  periodical  attacks  of  fevere  head-ache,  which 
no  caution  could  prevent,  and  no  remedy  could  elfeftu- 
ally  alleviate.  The  returns  of  pain,  though  not  regu- 
lated by  any  fixed  interval  of  time,  were  frequent  and 
fimilar  in  their  nature.  During  the  lefs  acute  ftages 
of  the  diforder,  or  during  thofe  attacks  which  did  not 
terminate  in  regular  paroxifms,  ftrong  infufions  of 
coffee  feemed  to  furnifh-  grateful  relief;  more  efpe- 
cially  when  the  feverity  of  the  pain  had  previoufly 
rendered  it  neceffary  to  employ  opiates.  But  the 
tendency  to  this  malady  was  at  all  times  fo  great, 
that  very  trivial  caufes  induced  it,  in  a flight  degree; 
while  errors  in  diet  were  invariably  followed  by  more 
or  lefs  fuffering  of  the  fame  nature.  The  ufe  of 
ftrong  coffee  thus  became  habitual ; and  Dr.  Percival 
was  accuftomed  not  only  to  take  it  as  a morning  and 

procraftination  to  a period,  when  the  honour  feemed  to  be  no  longer 

coveted,  and  when  the  extraordinary  motive  was  removed. 

' • 
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evening  beverage,  but  very  commonly  to  repeat  it 
in  the  courfe  of  the  night.  The  refult  of  his  expe- 
riments on  the  coffee  berry,  it  may  be  added, 
confirmed  Ills  opinion  of  its  medicinal  virtues,  and 
the  propriety  of  its  general  ufe  as  a remedy  for 
head-ache. 

But  amidff  the  active  purfuits  of  his  profeffion,  or 

/ 

the  retired  occupations  of  his  clofet,  Dr.  Percival  was 
not  unmindful  of  the  opportunities  which  came  within 
his  reach,  of  engaging  his  fervices  in  fchemes  for  the 
public  benefit.  From  the  period  of  his  refidence  in 
Manchefter,  he  had  been  a zealous  fupporter  of  the 
various  inftitutions  of  benevolence  which  that  wealthy 
and  populous  town  comprehends.  His  profeffionul 
duties  at  the  public  Infirmary  (in  which  he  foon  rofe 
to  a principal  official  fituation)  need  not  be  explained 
in  this  narrative.  His  views  refpe&ing  “ the  inter - 
•c  nal  Regulation  of  Hof  pit  ah ” were  firft  publifhed  in  a 
letter  addreffed  to  Dr.  Aikin,  dated  1771;  and  were 
afterwards  expanded  to  a more  comprehenfive  form, 
in  a memorial,  addreffed  to  the  truffees  of  the  Man- 
chefter  Infirmary.  Thefe  views  were  in  great  mea- 

f \ 

fure  carried  into  effect  through  his  own  influence, 
aided  by  the  exertions  of  his  colleagues  ; and  he  had 
the  fatisfaflion  to  witnefs  the  fuccefs  of  his  plans,  not 
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only  in  that  inftitution,  but  in  others  to  which  they 
were  gradually  extended.  In  conjunction  alfo  with  his 
early  and  philanthropic  friend,  Thomas  Butterworth 
Bayley,  efq;  of  Hope,  he  devoted  no  fmall  lhare  of 
his  attention  to  the  encouragement  of  induftry,  the 
improvement  of  health,  comfort,  and  good  morals 
among  the  lower  orders  of  the  community.  Nor 
fliould  the  remark  be  omitted,  that  his  perfeverance 
in  accomplifhing  defigns  of  this  nature  was  prompted 
by  a fpirit  of  zeal  and  refolution  which  other  occafions 
rarely  excited;  whilfl:  the  interefl  he  continued  to 
feel  for  their  profperity,  was  more  lively  than  a fenti- 
ment  of  benevolence  ufually  betrays  in  the  mod 
fanguine  characters. 

In  a future  part  of  this  memoir  it  will  occafionally 
recur,  to  notice  Dr.  Percival’s  unwearied  efforts  in 
the  formation  of  feveral  public  eftablifhments.  It 
may  be  mentioned  here,  (in  obfervance  of  the  order 
of  time,)  that  he  was  one  of  the  fmall  number  of  lite- 
rary patrons  who  contributed  their  active  fervices  to 
the  fupport  of  the  Warrington  Academy ; an  infli- 
tution which  engaged  in  a peculiar  manner  the  atten- 
tion of  the  leading  Diffenters  of  this  kingdom.  From 
neighbourhood  of  fituation,  as  well  as  from  early 
attachment  to  the  plan  of  inftruCtion,  and  the  general 
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objeftS'of  the  Foundation,  he  had  for  fome  years  pro- 
moted its  fuccefs  by  his  exertions  in  various  depart- 
ments. As  trufiee , he  took  a fliare  in  the  bufinefs  and 
refponfibility  of  its  government ; whilft  he  frequently 
employed  his  pen,  in  calling  the  attention  of  the  pub- 
lic to  the  exiting  hate  of  the  inflitution,  and  in 
foliciting  the  pecuniary  aid  of  thofe  individuals  who 
were  friendly  to  its  welfare. 

It  might  not  be  uninterefling,  though  foreign  from 
my  prefent  defign,  to  trace  the  varied  fortunes  and 
progreflive  decline  of  a well-known  feminary.  At- 
tracted by  its  fingular  fame,  a band  of  literary  cha- 
racters* affembled  under  its  protection,  and  flourifhed, 

* The  tutors  who  were  firft  appointed  to  the  Warrington 
Academy,  were  the  Rev.  Dr.  Taylor,  who  removed  thither  from 
Norwich,  and  the  Rev.  John  Holt.  The  former  will  be  recognized 
as  a copious  and  learned  writer  of  theology,  among  the  Diffenters 
of  thofe  times;  and  his  memory  is  ftill  regarded  with  veneration. 
Shortly  afterwards  the  Rev.  Dr.  Aikin  became  tutor  in  the  depart- 
ment of  claffical  literature  and  belles  lettres.  To  thefe  perfons 
fucceeded,  at  different  periods,  the  Rev.  Jofeph  Prieftley,  LL.D.  the 
Rev.  William  Enfield,  LL.D.  the  Rev.  Nicholas  Clayton,  LL.D' 
the  Rev.  George  Walker,  and  Gilbert  Wakefield,  B.  A. 

The  above-mentioned  graduates,  with  the  exception  of  the  Iaft, 
were  indebted  for  their  academic  honours  to  Dr.  Percival’s  intcreft 
with  the  univerfity  of  Edinburgh;  a circumftance  which  would 

fcarcely  have  deferved  notice,  had  it  not  furnilhed  an  opportunity 

■ 

of  manifefting  the  refpe&able  friendfhip  which  he  had  cultivated 
with  Dr.  Robcrtfon,  whilft  a ftudent  in  that  univerfity.  As  fuch 
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during  a fortunate,  but  tranfient  period,  with  coti- 

fiderable  credit.  The  rapid  and  almoft  premature 

/ 

fuccefs  of  an  efiablifliment,  which  derived  neither  pa- 
tronage nor  fupport  from  national  munificence,  was 
gratifying  to  the  pride  of  its  founders,  and  honourable 
to  the  independent  genius  of  learning.  A fucceflion 

teftimonies  of  early  diftinCtion  cannot  but  be  deemed  honourable  to 
the  character  of  men  of  letters,  the  following  extract  from  Dr. 
Robertfon’s  letter  to  Dr.  Percival,  in  reply  to  his  application  for 
the  degree  of  LL.  D.  for  Mr.  Enfield,  is  fubjoined  on  the  prefent 
occafion.  “ I am  happy  by  my  zeal  in  executing  this  commifiion  to 
“ make  fome  fmall  amends  for  my  former  negligence  in  not  acknow- 
“ ledging  your  repeated  kind  remembrance  of  me.  I often  recoiled 
“ my  connection  with  you;  and  it  affords  me  great  fatisfaCtion 
“ to  hear  frequently  of  your  fuccefsful  progrefs  in  life.  I am  but 
“ little  qualified  to  judge  of  fome  of  the  works  which  you  fent  me  ; 
“ but  I hear  them  honourably  mentioned  by  thofe  who  know  their 
“ merit.  Your  Survey  of  Manchefter  is  more  within  the  fphere  of 
“ my  ftudies,  and  is  a moft  laudable  attempt  to  introduce  accuracy 
(<  into  calculations,  which,  however  important,  have  hitherto  been 
“ very  loofe  and  hypothetical.  I am  much  delighted  with  your  ar- 
“ dour  and  induilry.  Go  on,  and  do  honour  to  yourfelf  and  to  us. 

“ Wewilh  in  this  College  not  to  confer  honorary  degrees,  either 
“ in  divinity  or  law,  without  duly  confidering  the  merit  of  the 
“ candidates.  But  I am  happy  when  we  can  confer  that  mark  of 
“ eileem  upon  any  of  our  diffenting  brethren.  Mr.  Enfield  appears 
“ to  me  a very  ingenuous  and  deferving  man.  We  owe  the  merit 
“ of  having  diftinguifhed  Dr.  Prieftley  to  you ; and  I hope  fiiall  alfo 
t‘  have  occalion  to  thank  you  for  our  new  graduate.  Be  allured 
“ that  I always  am,  with  great  refpeCt,  your’s  affectionately. 

“ Dated  College , Edinburgh,  March  8,  1 7 74-'’ 
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of  teachers,  didinguifhed  by  their  zeal  and  acquire- 
ments, contributed  to  raife  the  inditution  to  a rank  of 
unexpected  eminence  ; nor  can  it  be  denied  that  the 
literary  offspring,  ‘cherifhed  in  its  fhade,  from  the 
refearches  of  Taylor  to  the  inimitable  poetry  of 
Barbauld,  have  conferred  on  the  feat  of  their  retire- 
ment, a name  of  more  than  ordinary  hi  ft  re.  A 
variety  of  circumflances,  however,  refulting  partly 
from  the  peculiar  nature  of  the  Foundation,  but 
chiefly  from  the  irremediable  want  of  permanent 
funds,  rendered  the  conduct  of  its  affairs  a long 
ftruggle  againfl  zdverfe  fortune;  fuch  as  the  vigilance 
and  ability  of  its  guardians  were  unequal  to  over- 
come. The  revenues  of  the  Academy,  derived  wholly 
from  voluntary  fubferiptions,  and  incidental  contribu- 
tions, were  fubject,  as  might  be  expcCted,  to  frequent 
and  ferious  fluctuation.  The  fupplies  during  the 

mod  favourable  period  were  barely  adequate  to  its 

* 

immediate  neceflities  ; whilft  even  a temporary  failure 
was  productive  of  the  word  effeCts,  in  abating  the  con- 
fidence of  the  tutors,  and  (baking  the  foundations  of 
academic  difeipline.  In  the  lapfe  of  time,  alfo,  the 
number  of  contributipas  gradually  diminidied;  and 
the  few  who  remained  attached  to  the  intcreds  of  the 
inditution,  became  at  length  weary,  in  their  turn,  of 
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a charge  which  increafed  in  weight  as  their  ardour 
declined.  I he  efforts,  however,  of  the  governors 
and  the  tutors  were  not  wanting  to  devife  the  beff 
methods  of  obviating  thefe  fatal  embarraffments  ; 
and  if  their  labours  w^ere  not  attended  with  the  fuc- 
cefs  which  they  defired,  it  may,  perhaps,  be  efteemeeb 
doubtful,  whether  fuch  fuccefs  can  ever  be  attained 
without  the  afcendant  fecurity  of  a lafting  provifion. 

In  the  year  1 775,  Dr.  Percival  was  induced,  for 
the  purpofes  of  health,  and  for  the  pleafure  of  occa- 
fional  retirement,  to  take  a country  refidence  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Manchefter.  The  fituation  which 
he  fixed  upon  was  rendered  agreeable  by  thebeautyand 
fertility  of  the  furrounding  country,  and  was  diftant 
only  a few  miles  from  the  town.  In  this  retreat,  he 
paffed  the  fummer  months  of  many  fucceffive  years, 
where  he  enjoyed,  with  little  interruption,  the  leifure 
w hich  his  profeffional  engagements  permitted.  The 
operations  of  a farm  feldom  engaged  much  of  his 
intereft  or  attention  ; but  his  relifh  for  the  quiet 
and  the  beauty  of  rural  fcenery  was  a lively  fource 
of  gratification  ; while  he  delighted  even  more  in  the 
liberal  occupations  of  his  retirement,  than  in  thofe 
affive  offices  which  he  continued  to  difcharge  with 
unabating  conftancy.  The  fruit  of  his  leifure,  during 
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the  firfl:  fummer  of  his  refidence  at  Hart-Hill,  was  the 

j ' . 

publication  of  a fmall  work,  entitled,  IvToi  cil  Falesy 

Fables , and  Refiedions ; comprehending  a colleXion 

of  fhort  narratives,  for  the  mod  part  original,  calcu- 

lated  to  convey  diftinX  leffons  of  moral  inftruXion. 

The  origin  and  defign  of  the  performance  is  thus 

explained  by  the  writer  : — C£  As  the  following  tales 

<c  and  reflexions  will  fall  into  other  hands  than  thofe 

tc  of  the  Author’s  children,  for  whofe  ufe  folely  they 

% , 

<£  were  intended,*  it  may  be  proper  to  acquaint  the 

“ reader,  that  three  objects  of  inftruXion  have  been 

<c  kept  principally  in  view.  The  firft  and  leading 

<£  one  is  to  refine  the  feelings  of  the  heart,  and  to 

££  infpire  the  mind  with  the  love  of  moral  excellence : 

££  and  furely  nothing  can  operate  more  forcibly,  than 

“ flriking  piXures  of  the  beauty  of  virtue,  and  the 

<£  deformity  of  vice ; which  at  once  convince  the 

££  judgment,  and  leave  a lading  impreffion  on  the 

“ imagination.  Dry  precepts  are  little  attended  to, 

£c  and  foon  forgotten  : and  if  inculcated  with  feverity, 

££  produce  in  youth  an  averfion  to  every  fubjeX 

££  of  ferious  refleXion  j teaching  them,  as  Erafmus 

* The  volume  is  infcribed  by  the  author  to  the  Right  lion,  the 
Countefs  of  Stamford,  and  prefented,  with  an  aftedUonate  addrefs, 
to  his  own  children. 
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*c  juflly  obferves,  virtutem  ftmul  odijje  et  nojje.  The 
fecond  defign  of  this  little  work  is  to  awaken 
tc  cttriofity,  to  excite  the  fpirit  of  enquiry,  and  to  con- 
“ vey  in  a lively  and  entertaining  manner,  a know- 
“ ledge  of  the  works  of  God.  On  this  account,  a 
“ drift  attention  has  been  paid  to  truth  and  nature  ; 
ec  no  improbabilities  are  related  ; and  mod  of  the 
tc  narrations  are.  conformable  to  the  ufual  conrfe  of 
6C  things,  or  derived  from  the  records  of  hi  dory. 
“ The  third  end  is  to  promote  a more  early 
cc  acquaintance  with  the  life  of  words  and  idioms. 
“ Thefe  being  only  the  arbitrary  marks  of  our  ideas, 
44  fuch  as  are  mod  proper  and  expredive  may  be 
<c  learned  with  no  lefs  facility  than  the  vulgar  and 
*c  familiar  forms  of  fpeech.” 

How  far  the  prefent  work  was  calculated  to  fulfil 
thefe  important  purpofes,  has  in  fome  meafure  been 
determined,  by  more  than  thirty  years  polfedlon  of 
the  public  favour.  Not  only  in  this  country  did  the 
volume  meet  with  an  extenfive  circulation ; but  on 

4 

the  continent  of  Europe,  beddes  being  read  in  the 

* 

original,  it  was  twice  tranflated  into  the  French  and 
German  languages. — The  mod  indifferent  judge  of 
literary  compofition  cannot,  I think,  fail  to  recognize, 
both  in  the  defgn  and  execution  of  this  little  work, 


OF  THOMAS  PERCIVAL,  M.  D.  xlv 

I -s 

the  efforts  of  a fuperior  mind  directed  to  the  hum- 
ble, but  important  office  of  inculcating  the  rudiments 
of  wifdom  and  virtue  ; whilfl  the  inftru&ive  variety 
of  knowledge,  the  pure  and  correct:  moral  fentiments 
with  which  it  abounds,  entitle  it  to  the  praife  of 
extraordinary  excellence.*  The  author,  befides,  had 
in  feveral  refpefts  the  merit  of  originality;  as  no  pre- 
ceding writer  in  our  own  country  had  aimed  at 
recommending  the  higher  order  of  virtues,  by  accom- 
modating the  examples  and  illuftrations  of  their 
importance  to  the  capacities  of  children ; nor  had 
any  attempted,  in  the  language  of  elegant  and 
familiar  dialogue,  to  affociate  with  the  maxims  of 
ordinary  prudence,  tliofe  finer  notions  of  moral  rec- 
titude, which  dignify  the  meaneft,  and  elevate  the 
moft  enlightened,  underflandings. 

I may  fo  far  anticipate  the  completion  of  this 
fcheme  of  moral  iuflrufHon,  as, -to  remark,  that,  in 
three  fucceffive  Parts  of  “ Moral  Tales  and  Reflec- 
tions, the  author  has  adapted  the  difeourfe  through 
which  his  precepts  are  conveyed,  to  the  gradual 
advancement  of  the  faculties  from  youth  to  maturity; 

* Dr.  Percival  adopts  as  his  motto,  the  following  fentiment  of 
Cicero  muss  us  republic*  ajjerre  ms] us  meliufve  pojfit - 

p.'/us,  quant  fed:  census  clique  srudhnus  jwveniutem  P }> 
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and,  that,  the  laft  Part , which  embraces  the  more 
difficult  queftions  of  religion  and  morality,  is  addrefled 
exclufively  to  ripe  and  cultivated  readers. 

II'  it  be  granted,  on, a flight  examination,  that  the 
moral  lefions  contained  in  the  former  parts  of  this  work 
recommend  themfelves  individually  to  the  minds  of 
children,  by  the  appropriate  qualifications  of  fentiment 
and  dicflion;  it  will  not  be  denied,  on  a more  accurate 
fcrutiny,  that,  as  a whole,  the  defign  is  worthy  of 
fuperior  regard,  and  more  ample  praife.  Few  will  be 
difpofed  to  doubt,  that,  to  implant  in  the  juvenile 
mind  thofe  elementary  principles  of  right  conduct 
which  may  expand  liberally  with  its  future  growth, 
and  to  gain  over  the  defires  to  thofe  motives  of  con- 

t 

duel  which  maturing  reafon  confirms  and  approves, 
are  the  firft  obje&s  of  intellectual  culture.  Their 
importance,  in  truth,  no  lefs  than  the  difficulty  of 
their  attainment,  is  manifefl  on  a furvey  of  the 
fyflems  of  early  inflruflion  current  among  the  vulgar; 
fyflems,  which,  at  each  progreffive  flage  of  mental 
improvement,  prefent  a new  code  of  morals,  and  a 
new  fet  of  opinions,  differing  more  widely  as  they 
become  further  removed  from  the  implicit  creeds  of 
infancy.  Although  fuch  inconfiflcncies  may  not  in 
common  minds  produce  that  fentiment  of  unlimited 
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fcepticifm,  which  is  obferved  to  prevail  among  men, 
who,  in  the  maturity  of  their  powers,  have  draggled 
to  reform  the  plan  of  their  intellectual  education;  yet 
k mud  be  admitted  that  they  tend  univerfally  to  diake 
the  foundations  of  jud  conduft,  by  dedroying  the  con- 
fidence, and  corrupting  the  tedimonies,  of  moral  judg- 
ment. To  prevent  or  to  obviate  thefe  fatal  errors. 
Dr.  Percival  deemed  the  principal  objeCt,  to  which 
enlightened  indru&ors  diould  difeCI  their  aims.  He 
was  of  opinion,  that,  in  order  to  cheridi  that  dmple 
and  confident  integrity  of  character,  which  is  the 
nobled  attribute  of  our  nature,  it  mud  ever  be  found 
eflential  to  refpeCt  the  firfh  impredions  of  virtue  and 
obligation,  and  to  expofe  to  implicit  credulity  thofe 
notions  only  which  JSSSa.  fubfequent  experience  may 
confirm.  In  this  light,  it  will  alfuredly  appear,  that 
his  own  writings  poflefs  excellencies  of  the  highed 
order.  In  bulk,  they  are  infufficient  to  occupy  more 
than  a fmall  portion  of  juvenile  dudy;  but  as  a mo- 
del, they  may  ferve  to.illudrate  the  wifdom  and  the 
practicability  of  that  method  of  indruCtion  for  which 
' they  are  defigned  ; inculcating,  under  various  forms? 
the  fame  common  principles  of  conduCt,  and  the  fame 
fentiment-s  of  pure  morality,  which  the  minds  of  men 
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under  every  circumftance  of  age  or  capacity,  are  dis- 
pofed  to  recognize. 

Were  this  method  of  early  difcipline  purfued  with 
care  throughout  all  the  fludies  of  human  fcience,  how 
greatly  would  their  aeqaifition  be  facilitated!  and  how 
perfed  the  light  which  they  would  mutually  impart 
to  each  other ! In  contemplating  fuch  a profped, 
indeed,  it  may  be  obvious  to  remark,  that  fpecu- 
lative  men.  are  often  liable  to  indulge  too  fanguine 
expedationsof  the  probable  improvement  of  mankind. 
A writer,  however,  who  has  not  unhappily  exempli- 
fied the  real  merits  of  the  icheme  which  he  exalts, 
may  be  permitted  to  expatiate  with  fome  freedom 
on  the  benefits  that  utfght  refill t from  fo  important 
a reformation,  were  it  thoroughly  efFeded.  The 
theory  (if  it  may  be  fo  called)  of  education  was  a 
fubjed  which  Dr.  Percival  had  maturely  confidered, 
and  to  which  he  has  often  adverted  in  his  literary 
writings.  With  philofophic  obfervation  he  eftimates 
the  advantages  that  mud  inevitably  be  derived  from 
the  early  acquifition  of  right  notions  refpeding  morals 
and  religion;  and  the  aids  that  might  be  furniflied 
in  the  progreffive  attainment  both  of  knowledge  and 
virtue,  by  afibciating  with  the  unbiased  paffions.  of 
youth  the  cured  conclufions  of  reafon.  As  in  mathe- 

j 1 
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matical  fcience,  and  the  various  branches  of  natural 
knowledge,  the  learner  proceeds  by  a regular  feries  of 
Heps,  each  fupporting  and  confirming  the  other;  fo 

in  fpeculative  or  moral  fcience,  the  proper  method  of 

• / 

advancement  is  eflentially  fimilar ; with  this  difference 
only,  that,  as  in  moral  evidence  the  paflions  are  un- 
avoidably concerned  in  conjun&ion  with  reafon,  a 
flronger  neceflity  is  fuperadded,  for  inculcating  with 
caution  thofe  elementary  principles  on  which  the 
conclufions  of  moral  judgment  are  formed.  Among 
the  benefits  of  proceeding  by  this  legimitate  method, 
not  only,  it  is  manifefl,  would  the  pains  and  the 
mortification  of  unlearning  former  opinions,  or  recti- 
fying former  errors,  be  avoided ; but  the  alacrity  of 
improvement  would  be  fortified  by  confidence,  and 
the  mind  would  advance  without  delay  or  deviation 
in  the  definable  paths  of  truth. 

It  is  apparently  under  the  influence  of  fimilar  fen- 
timents,  that  an  eloquent  and  profound  moralift 

l 

aanticipates  in  imagination  the  arrival  of  that  period, 
when  true  philofophy  (hall  have  gained  the  afcendant 
over  the  opiniqns  and  conduCl  of  men;  and  when 
proper  means  fliall  be  employed  to  fupport  it  by  a 
more  perfect  fyflem  of  education.  £C  Let  us  fuppofe 

“ for  a moment,”  fays  he,  u that  this  happy  aeia 
vol.  i.  * d 
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<e  were  arrived,  and  that  all  the  prepoffeffions  of 
cc  childhood  and  of  youth  were  directed  to  ffipport 
the  pure  and  fublime  truths  of  an  enlightened 
“ morality.  With  what  ardour,  and  with  what 
<c  tranfport,  would  the  underftanding,  when  arrived 
tc  at  maturity,  proceed  in  thefearch  of  truth;  when, 
indead  of  being  obliged  to  ftruggle  at  every  dep 
with  early  prejudices,  its  office  was  merely  to  add 
<c  the  force  of  philofophical  conviction  to  impreffions 
“ which  are  equally  delightful  to  the  imagination, 
“ and  dear  to  the  heart!  The  prepoffeffions  of  child- 
“ hood  would,  through  the  whole  of  life,  be  gra- 
<c  dually  acquiring  drength,  from  the  enlargement 
“ of  our  knowledge;  and  in  their  turn,  would  fortify 
ts  the  coticlufions  of  our  reafon  againd  the  fceptical 
“ fuggedions  of  difappointment  or  melancholy.”* 
Among  other  opinions  which  Dr.  Percival  held  on 
the  fubjeCt  of  education,  the  two  following  may  be 
feleCted  from  his'  writings.  They  are  obvioully  of  a 
general  nature ; but  as  they  feem  to  form  the  ground- 
work of  his  more  fpecial  maxims,  and  practical  di- 
rections, they  may  with  propriety  be  added  to  the 
foregoing  obfervations.  “ Different  circumdances,” 

* Vide  “ Elements  of  the  Philofophy  of  the  Human  Mind,”  by 
Profcflbr  Dugald  Stewart;  p.  39,  4to. 
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j-iys  the  author,  <e  call  forth  into  a&ion  different 
<c  virtues,  and  different  talents;  and  the  perfe&ion  of 
« the  human  chara&er  appears  to  conlifl  in  the  num- 
“ ber  and  energy  of  both,  which  are  found  united 
“ in  it.  A variety  in  the  purfuits  of  knowledge 
“ fliould  therefore  feem  to  be  molt  conducive  to  the 
C£  growth  and  vigour  of  our  feveral  faculties  : for 
ec  the  activity  of  the  mind,  like  that  of  the  body,  is 
“ increafed  by  multiplying  and  diverfifying  its  exer- 
cc  cifes.  The  brawny  arms  of  the  blackfmith,  and 
“ the  ftrong  back  of  the  porter,  are  produced  by  the 
“ long-continued  exertion  of  particular  mufcles;  but 
“ fuch  partial  ftrength  is  not  to  be  compared  with  the 
tc  agility  we  fee  difplayed  by  thofe  who  have  almofi: 
“ every  moving  fibre  at  command.  By  an  unwearied 
u application  to  one  branch  of  learning,  a man  may 
“ perhaps  become  a proficient  in  it.  But  the  lefs 
ec  confined  his  views  are,  the  more  eafy  and  fecure 
“ will  be  the  attainment ; becaufe  the  fciences,  whilft 
<c  they  invigorate  the  underfianding,  elucidate  each 
cc  other.  It  is  a fa<fi,  I believe,  not  to  be  contro- 
<£  verted,  that  the  molt  diftinguiflied  phyficians,  phi- 
<c  lofophers,  and  metaphyficians,  in  ancient  as  well 
tc  as  in  modern  times,  have  been  perfons  of  genera^ 
“ erudition.  The  names  of  Hippocrates,  Arifiotle, 

d 2 
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“ Cicero,  Pliny,  Bacon,  Boyle,  Newton,  Hoffman, 
£:  Haller,  and  Pfieftlev,  authenticate  the  remark, 
6C  and  encourage  our  imitation.”  The  bearing  and 
limitations  of  this  general  principle , when  applied  to 
the  actual  conduct  of  education,  are  noticed  by  the 
writer  with  proper  care.  But  its  aim  is  directed 
chiefly  againft  thofe  vifionary,  though  fomewhat  po- 
pular do6trir.es,  which  inculcate  a fupreme  regard  to 
particular  genius,  and  the  cultivation  of  particular 
powers.* 

The  other  paflitge  which  I w^ould  quote  on  the 
prefent  occafion,  relates  to  the  much-dilputed  ques- 
tion concerning  the  comparative  advantages  of  public 
and  private  fchools.  ££  The  acquifition  of  health, 
£{  ftrength,  knowledge,  virtue,  and  happinefs,”  fays 
the  writer,  £t  conftitutes  the  primary  end  of  all  fcho- 

* I am  happy  to  obferve  a coincidence  between  the  opinion 
which  is  here  expre/Ted,  and  the  fentimenss  maintained  by  the 
Author  of  “ Elements  of  the  Philofophy  of  the  Hnman  Mind a 
work  which,  in  the  eftimation  of  competent  judges,  has  been  es- 
teemed the  moft  profoundly  philofophical  which  thefe  times  have 
produced.  Among  other  remarks  which  the  fubjeCt  fuggefts  to  the 
author,  lie  obferves,  with  refpeCt  to  thofe  perfons  who  have  con- 
fined the  labours  of  their  education  to  particular  objects,  or  to  the 
cultivation  of  particular  powers,  that,  “ they  muft  be  confidercd  on 
the  mofc  favourable  fuppofition,  as  having  facrificed,  to  a certain 
degree,  the  perfection  and  the  happinefs  of  their  nature  to  the 
amufement  or  inftruCtion  of  others.” — Elements,  See.  p.  27,  .jtoedit. 
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« laftic  inftitutions;  and  that  fyftem  of  difcipline  and 
« inftru&ion  may  be  regarded  as  the  bed,  which 
« raoft  completely  infures  thefe  attainments,  with  the 
« fewefl  exceptions,  and  in  the  greated  variety  of 
«c  cafes.  I have  long  confidered  public  fchools  as 
££  lotteries,  furnifhing  fome  dazzling  prizes,  but  at- 
<c  tended  with  genera!  lofs.  The  reafon  of  this  feems 
tc  to  be,  that  youths  who  poffefs  great  ambition* 

££  united  with  great  talents,  experience  in  fuch  fcnools 
££  very  powerful  incentives  to  extraordinary  exertions, 
<£  in  thO  future  profpe&s  and  dignified  wittielfes 
“ which  they  afford ; circumdances  depreffmg  to 
££  thofe  of  a different  turn  of  mind.  Whereas  pri* 

££  vate  fchools  cherifli  moderate  emulation,  encourage 
“ mediocrity  of  talents,  and  thus  are  better  fitted 
t£  toexercife  and  improve  the  general  fcale  of  human 
<£  intellect.  I conceive  it  will  be  found,  that  of  the 
<£  number  of  men  who  have  diftinguifhed  themfelves 
“ in  the  different  walks  of  fcience,  the  larged  pro- 
<c  portion  confids  of  thofe  who  have  been  educated 
<£  in  private  or  the  lefs  public  feminaries,  I could 
“ give  a long  lid  of  names  in  proof  of  this  pofition; 

“ but  fliall  content  myfelf  with  mentioning  Sir  Ifaac 
“ Newton,  Mr.  Locke,  Dr.  Arbuthnot,  Mr.  Pope, 
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“ Dr.  Warburton,  Dr.  Middleton,  Mr.  James 
“ Harris,  and  the  Lord  Chancellor  Hardwicke.” 

The  examples  which  the  author  has  adduced  in 
fupport  of  each  of  the  above  ftatements  of  his  opi- 
nion, (which  are  widely  detached  from  each  other  in 
his  writings,)  ferve,  perhaps,  in  the  bed:  manner,  to 
illuftrate  and  confirm  their  truth.*  The  appeal  on 

thefe,  as  on  all  other  quefiions  refpedting  the  pra£h- 

/ 

cal  conduct  of  life,  mult  be  made  to  the  experience 
of  our  predecefiors  or  cotemporaries ; and  the  writer 
who  attempts  to  combat  the  prejudices  of  Englifhmen 
in  favour  of  public  education,  will  at  leaft  find  it 
requifite  to  adduce  in  his  fupport  the  authority  of 
hiftorical  proofs. 

Thefe  digrefiions,  relating  to  the  works  of  moral 
injlrudion  which  Dr.  Percival  fuccefiively  publi filed, 
may  not  appear  fuperfiuous  to  fuch  as  appreciate 
duly  the  merits  of  a writer,  who  has  applied  the 
powers  of  a fuperior  underfianding,  to  the  purpofe  of 

J 

* If  it  be  demonftrated,  that  the  majority,  or  a greater  propor- 
tion, of  diftinguiihed  names,  in  literature,  in  fcience,  or  in  public 
life,  be  ranked  on  the  fide  of  private,  in  companion  of  public 
education,  the  inference  may  certainly'  be  granted,  that  the  former 
method  is  more  favourable  to  the  cultivation  of  extraordinary  talents 
or  learning ; whilft,  on  the  other  hand,  a diilinct  queftion  remains, 
— which  of  the  two  modes  is  befl  adapted  to  chcrifh  the  01  dinary 
capacities  and  difpofitions  of  our  countrymen  ? 
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inculcating  the  elements  of  moral  and  religious  wis- 
dom. Nor  will  the  explanation  of  his  defign  be 
deemed  altogether  unimportant,  when  it  is  conlidered 
that  his  performances  are  not  lefs  confpicuous  for  their 
originality  than  their  ufefulnefs;  that  the  author  has 
rendered  them  attractive  to  cultivated  minds,*  by  the 

l 

fingular  beauty  of  his  ftile  and  fcntiments  ; and  that 
his  labours  were  rendered  complete,  at  a diftant  pe- 
riod of  his  life,  by  the  publication  of  more  mature 
and  profound  difquifitions  on  thofe  fubjeCts,  whofe 
firft  principles  he  had  already  unfolded.  The  cha- 
racter of  a man  of  letters,  betides,  is  beft  illuftrated 
by  an  examination  of  the  fcope  and  the  objeCt  of  his 
writings ; more  efpecially  when  it  has  happened,  as 
in  the  prefent  inftance,  that  he  has  exercifed  his  talents 
on  various  fubjeCts  of  natural  and  moral  fcience. 
Were  the  writer  of  thefe  Memoirs,  indeed,  capable 
of  doing  juftice  to  the  venerable  merits  of  the  indivi- 
dual, who  is  the  fubjeCt  of  them,  any  apology  for  the 
digreffions  of  this  nature  might  be  truly  fuperfluous. 

But  as  the  character  of  that  individual’s  mind  is 

> 

* The  late  celebrated  Dean  Tucker,  in  a letter  to  Dr.  Percival, 
obferves,  with  his  ufual  candour,  “ you  are  happy  in  conveying  the 
moft  important  truths-  in  a drefs  fo  inviting,  that  when  children 
u read,  old  men  are  inftruded.’> 
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imprefled  in  the  mod  lively  manner  on  the  greater 
part  of  his  literary  productions,  it  is  the  bufmefs  of 
his  biographer  to  drive  at  lead,  to  exhibit  in  a fuit- 
able  light  thofe  which  he  has  bequeathed  to  the  public. 

The  next  publication  of  Dr.  Percival,  (A.  D.  1776) 
was  a third  volume  of  philofophical  and  experimental 
“ Edays;”  dedicated  to  his  higldy-refpe&ed  friend,  the 
late  Marquis  of  Lanfdown.  Among  other  valuable 
invedigations  contained  in  this  volume,  there  is  one 
which  recommends  itfelf  to  the  attention  of  philofo- 
phers,  both  by  the  drigularity  and  the  novelty  of  its 
fubjeft.  The  Effay  is  entitled.  An  Attempt  to  ac- 
count for  the  different  Quantities  of  Rain  ‘which  fall 
at  different  Heights  over  the  fame  Spot  of  Ground ; 
and  was  fuggeded  by  fome  experiments  and  obferva- 
tions  on  the  dime  fubjeft,  which  Dr.  Iieberden  had 
recently  communicated  to  the  Royal  Society.  To 
that  ingenious  and  original  enquirer  the  merit  appears 
to  be  due,  of  fird  noticing  or  accurately  recording 
this  phenomenon:  but  he  feems  to  be  at  a lofs  for 
a fatisfaftory  lolution  of  its  caufe,  when  he  “ con- 
<c  jeflures,  that  it  mud  depend  on  fome  unknown 
“ properties  of  ele&ricity.”  The  rationale  which 
Dr.  Percival  has  pointed  out,  is  at  once  ilmple  and 
probable.  He  maintains,  that  the  fame  laws  of  elec- 
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tricity  which  influence  the  afcent  and  fufpenfion  of 
vapours,  are  fuf&cient  to  explain  their  precipitation, 
and  the  newly-difcovered  mode  of  defcent.  Since  rain, 
he  argues,  is  precipitated  from  clouds  in  confequence 
of  a fudden  deprivation  of  that  electric  matter,  which, 
by  repelling  the  attenuated  particles  of  vapour  from 
each  other,  preferved  their  fpedfic  levity;  fo,  in  the 
defcent  of  thefe  particles  towards  the  earth,  a further 
communication  of  their  fuperabundant  electricity  to  the 
furrounding  atmofphere  progreff  vely  expends  the 
repulhve  power,  and  thus  caufes  them  to  coalefce  into 
drops,  increafing  in  bulk  as  they  approach  the  furface 
of  the  earth.  cc  In  confequence  of  a law  of  this 
Ci  nature,”  he  declares,  cc  a much  larger  quantity  of 
cc  rain  will  fall  near  to,  than  at  a dihance  from,  the 
earth;  and  a cloud  which  fills  many  thoufand  acres 
“ in  the  higher  regions  of  the  air,  when  the  elective 
Ci  fluid  operates  upon  it  with  full  force,  may  not 
cover  one-third  of  that  extent  when  it  has  defcended 
“ in  a fhower  of  rain.  To  this  effect,”  he  adds, 
cc  a precipitation  of  the  vapours  contained  in  a diffolved 
<c  or  diffufed  ftate  in  the  lower  regions  of  the  atmos- 
cc  phere,  and  die  influence  of  gravitation  in  producing 
a convergency  of  the  drops  of  rain,  will  in  fomc 
cc  degree  contribute.” 
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It  is  fomewhat  remarkable,  that  no  fcientific  en- 
quirer, except  Dr.  Percival,  has  given  to  the  public 
any  inveftigation  refpefting  the  probable  conditions 
and  caufes  of  this  curious  phenomenon.  Perhaps 
fome  additional  evidence  of  the  juftnefs  of  his  own 
hypothelis  might  be  derived  from  this  confideration, 
— that  the  greater  denfity  of  the  air  in  the  lower 
regions  of  the  atmofphere,  by  prefenting  more  parti- 
cles, in  a given  fpace,  for  the  reception  of  fuperiluous 
electricity,  wrould  render  the  coalefcence  of  the  par- 
ticles of  vapour  or  rain  more  rapid  as  they  approach 
the  earth ; whilft,  for  the  fame  reafon,  if  it  be  granted 
that  drops  of  rain  acquire  any  increafe,  by  attrafling 
the  moiilure  diffufed  through  the  atmofphere,  this 
acceflion  will  obvioufly  become  more  confiderable  in 
tlie  inferior  and  condenfed  ftrata.* 

The  Experiments  and  Observations  on  the  Effects  of 
Fixed  Air  on  the  Colours  and  Vegetation  of  Plants , bear 
a date  fomewhat  later  than  the  preceding  Efiay.  In 
the  flrfh  volume. of  Dr.  Prieftley’s  work  on  Airs, 
were  inferted,  “ Obfervations  and  Experiments  on 
“ the  Medicinal  Ufes  of  fixed  Air,  communicated  by 
ec  Dr.  Percival.”  The  interefl  excited  by  thefe  en- 

. * As  the  opinions  of  two  eminent  philofophers,  Dr.  Franklin, 
and  Dr.  Watfon,  (afterwards  Bifliop  of  Landalf,)  may  throw  light 
on  this  curious  fubjedt,  their  communications  to  Dr.  Perciral  arc 
annexed;  Appendix  13. 
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quirles  led  him,  in  conjundion  with  that  adive  phi- 
lofophcr,  to  a further  profecution  of  the  fubjed|; 
when  it  happened,  that,  after  purfuing  a nearly 
fimilar  train  of  experiments,  they  came  to  differ  on  a 
curious  queftion  refpeding  the  influence  of  this  air 
on  vegetation.  The  concluflons  which  Dr.  Percival 
formed  were  decifive  in  favoitr  of  the  powers  of fixed 
air  in  promoting  the  growth  and  the  prefervation  of 
plants;  whilft  thofe  of  Dr.  Prieftley  led  him  to  con- 
tend for  its  infalubrious  and  even  deftrudive  influence. 
The  queflion  is  an  important  one,  as  it  relates  to  an 
extenfive  proviflon  of  nature  for  the  purification  of 
our  atmofphere,  by  the  ceconomy  of  vegetable  life. 
Succeeding  writers,  it  may  therefore  be  added,  have 
confirmed  the  accuracy  of  Dr,  Percival’ s concluflons  ; 
which  was  alfo  candidly  acknowledged  by  his  oppo- 
nent, on  a fubfequent  occafion. 

Unfortunately  for  the  condud  of  his  ftudies, 
and  flill  more  of  his  fcientific  purfuits.  Dr.  Percival 
began  to  experience,  about  the  prefent  period,  the 
firft  fymptoms  of  that  malady  in  his  eye-fight,  which 
afflided  him  during  the  remainder  of  his  life.  Its 
origin  he  aferibed  to  the  habit  of  reading  and  wri- 
ting in  his  carriage  during  his  profeffional  journies 
to  the  neighbourhood  of  Manchefler.  As  thefe 
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vifits  were  frequent,  and  occupied  a confiderable 
portion  of  time,  it  was  an  obvious  expedient  to  em- 
ploy that  leifure  to  the  purpofes  of  ftudy;  which 
he  was  able  to  purfue  with  little  inconvenience,  as 
the  original  powers  of  his  fight  were  more  than 
commonly  vigorous.  On  a hidden,  however,  he 
was  feized  with  a total  blindnefs  in  one  of  his  eyes, 
which  was  fucceeded  in  the  fpace  of  an  hour  by  a 
violent  and  deep-feated  pain  in  the  eye-ball.  As 
thefe  fymptoms  gradually  fubfided,  the  other  eye 
became  affected  in  a fimilar  manner ; and  at  length, 
when  the  pains  had  ceafed,  and  the  fight  was  perfe&Iy 
reflored,  an  extreme  tendernefs  and  fufeeptibility  of 
the  impreflion  of  light  aflli&ed  both  eyes  permanently 
alike.  Without  any  exterior  blemifh,  or  the  flighted: 
appearance  of  malady,  the  pain  frequently  recurred 
in  fo  acute  a degree,  as  to  oblige  the  fuflerer  to  feek 
refuge  for  fome  hours  in  total  darknefs.  But  expe- 
rience foon  inflrutted  him,  that  an  examination  of 
minute  objects,  or  a continued  intent  obfervation  of 
any  object  of  fight  whatever,  invariably  renewed  the 
painful  affection,  which  was  befldes  often  aggravated 
by  periodical  attacks  of  fevere  head-ache. 

The  apprehenfion  of  an  utter  lofs  of  fight  (which 
to  ftudious  and  profeflional  men  is  peculiarly  grievous) 
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might  reafonably  be  expected  to  excite  Tome  folici- 
tude  ; efpecially  as  its  approach  in  the  prefent 
inftance  feemed  to  be  fo  clearly  marked,  that  the 
event  was  for  fome  time  deemed  inevitable.  During 
a Short  period,  Dr.  Percival  was  compelled  to  aban- 
don thofe  purfuits  which  could  no  longer  be  con- 
duced without  the  affiftance  of  others:  but  the  inter- 
• val  of  entire  ceffiation  from  literary  purfuits  was  not 
considerable;  and  habit  fcon  reconciled  him  to  the 
indifpenfable  cultom  of  employing  amanuenfes.  In 
the  fubfequent  courfe  of  his  life,  fcarcely  any  alter- 
ation was  obfervable  in  the  extreme  fenfibility  of  the 
nerves  of  his  eye,  or  the  tendency  to  acute  pain,  on 
any  trilling  exertion  beyond  the  ordinary  limit;  fo 
that  in  all  the  operations  of  Study  he  became  depen- 
dent on  the  offices  of  a domeflic  affiflant.  It  may  be 
obferved,  however,  that  the  facility  which  he  acquired 
e hi  dictating  his  literary  compofitions,  and  various 
correfpondence,  was  Singularly  happy ; whilll  in  lis- 
tening to  the  reading  of  others,  he  ufed  to  aSTert,  that 
he  experienced  a fenfible  advantage  over  his  former 
method,  in  collecting  his  thoughts,  and  exercifmg  his 
faculties,  on  any  fubject  of  ferious  investigation. 
Neither  did  the  cheerfulnefs  of  his  manners,  nor  the 
habitual  ferenity  of  his  temper,  fuffer  in  the  llighteSt 
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degree,  from  the  preflure  of  an  unceaflng  and  irre- 
mediable evil. 

In  the  year  1777,  ^r*  Percival  was  unanimoufly 
elected  Fellow  of  the  Royal  Society  at  Paris;  an 
honour  which  was  conferred  without  folicitation,  and 
accompanied  by  fome  flattering  marks  of  diftin&ion. 
The  only  productions  of  his  pen,  during  this  and  the 
following  year,  was  a fecond  volume  of  his  Moral 
Tales,  Fables , and  Reflexions,  written  upon  the  fame 
plan,  and  for  the  fame  purpofes  as  the  former,  and  a 
Socratic  Difcourfe  on  Truth  and  Faitbfulnefs . The 

latter,  (which  wras  not  publifhed,  but  printed  only 
for  the  author’s  diftribution,*)  was  originally  intended 

* previous  to  the  publication  of  this  Difcourfe , which  did  not 
take  place  until  fome  years  afterwards,  the  piece  found  its  way  into 
France ; where  an  elegant  tranflation  of  it  appeared  from  the  pen  of 
M.  Boulard,  a Parifian  advocate  of  fome  eminence.  In  a fhortand 
complimentary  Preface,  (although  the  parties  were  mutually  un- 
known to  each  other,)  the  Tranflator  obferves,  that  the  only  faults 
of  the  original  performance  are,  the  occafional  mixture  of  fictitious 
with  real hiftory,  and  certain  Traits  de  Protcfiankfme ; the  latter  of 
which  are  carefully  pointed  out,  and  remedied  by  appropriate 
notes.  In  other  refpedts  he  liberally  commends,  and  fomewhat 
ambitioufly  expatiates  on,  the  deligmof  his  author.  The  iuppoftd 
errors  juft  noticed,  fays  he,  “ Lon l les  feules  taches  de  cet  ouv>  age, 
“ qui  joint  agreement  a Initiate,  et  qui  merite  la  reconnaijfance  des 
“ peres  de  famille.  On  ne  pent  que  fcavoir  gre  a un  Medecin , tr cs 
“ fiifiingue  dans  fin  etat , d ' employer  fes  moments  de  loifir  a cultiver 
K les  Lettres,  qui  font  le  char  me  de  la  vie,  decent  l ame,  guei  ijfcut 
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as  the  commencement  of  a feries  of  Moral  Effays, 
in  the  Socratic  manner  of  colloquial  differtation ; and 
the  writer  has  thus  explained  the  fcheme  of  his 

work  ; “ The  Difcourfe  forms  the  fird  part  of  a 

« plan  which  he  has  long  had  in  contemplation,  of 
“ teaching  his  elder  children  the  mod  important 
ct  branches  of  Ethics,  viz.  veracity,  faithfulnefs,  jus- 
“ tice , and  benevolence , in  a fyderaatic  and  experimen- 
44  tal  manner,  by  examples.  But  various  caufes,” 
it  is  added,  44  have  hitherto  prevented,  and  will  pro- 
44  bably  continue  to  prevent,  the  completion  of  his 
44  defign.  lie  cordially  willies,  therefore,  that  fome 
46  moralid  of  more  leifure  and  fuperior  abilities,  into 
44  whofe  hands  this  piece  may  fall,  would  execute  in 
44  its  full  extent  what  is  here  fo  partially  and  imper- 
44  feclly  attempted.” 

“ les  prejtiges,  etendent  les  idccs , fortifient  Vefprit , prefer  vent  de 
“ Poifivete  et  du  vice , et  infpirent  I'humanite , le  defintereffement , et 
“ l’ amour  du  bien  public.  Ce  delqjj'ement  le  plus  noble  de  tons,  a etti 
<(  celui  des  plus  grands  Magiftrats , tels  que  les  I’Idopital,  les  de  Thcu, 
“ les  Lamoigtion,  les  Mojitefquieu,  et  les  Daguejfeau.  Les  ajj'aires 
“ publiques , dont  ils  etoient  charges , ne  les  empechoient  pas  de  vivre 
“ avec  la  Mufes , conme  rent  fait  parmi  nos  cositemporains  Fre- 
“ deric  II.  ct  Franklin , ej  parmi  les  anciens  Cefar  et  Ciceron , qui 
fC  gouvernoient  le  plus  grand  empire  qui  ait  jamais  esife,  et  qui 
“ nous  ont  cependaut  laijfe  des  chefs  -d’ oeuvres  litter  air es . ’ ’ — Preface 
de  Tradu&eur. 


✓ 
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The  fcheme  of  moral  enquiry,  of  which  the  outline 
is  here  Sketched,  was  never  completed  bv  its  author ; 
nor  has  any  fubfeqnent  writer  attempted  the  execu- 
tion of  a fimilar  plan.  It  continued,  however,  to  be 
a favourite  defign  with  Dr.  Percival ; who  lias  fo 

happily  exemplified  its  beauty  and  value,  as  to  make 

% 

it  matter  of  regret  that  he  relinquiflied  hs  further 
pra&ical  application.  In  the  moft  eflential  refpe&s, 
indeed,  it  refembles  the  plan  of  his  other  moral 
inflru&ions,  which  aim  at  teaching  virtue,  by  expo- 
sing its  qualities  to  admiration,  and  by  leading  the 
judgment  and  feelings  to  approve  them  in  conjunction. 
The  merits  of  the  plan  are  fo  admirably  exprefled 
by  Lord  Bolingbroke  in  the  following  paflage,  that 
I am  tempted  to  trefpafs  upon  the  narrative  oy  intro- 
ducing it  in  this  place.  “ When  examples  are 
14  pointed  out  to  us,”  fays  the  noble  writer,  “ there 
“ is  a kind  of  appeal,  with  which  we  are  flattered, 
44  made  to  ourfenfes  as  well  as  to  our  underftandings. 
tc  The  infiru&ion  comes  then  upon  our  own  authen- 
ct  ticity;  we  frame  the  precept  after  our  ownexperi- 
44  Once;,  and  yield  to  fact,  when  we  refill  fpeculation. 
44  But  this  is  not  the  only  advantage  of  inftruCtion  by 
tf  example ; for  example  appeals  not  to  our  under- 
44  Handing  alone,  but  to  our  puflions  likewife.  Ex- 
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fc  ample  affuages  them,  or  animates  them  ; fets  paf- 
« fion  on  the  fide  of  judgment,  and  vipkefthe  - whole 
« niciii  of  a piece , which  is  more  than  the  dronged 
« reafon  or  the  cleared  demonflration  can  do  r and 
<«  thus  forming  habits  by  repetition,  example  fecures 
4 4 the  obfervance  of  thofe  precepts  which  example 
tc  infinuated.” 

The  dudies  which  led  Dr.  Percival  to  thefe  ufeful, 
though  lefs  confiderable,  efforts  of  his  genius,  formed 
in  truth  the  mod  grateful  occupation  of  his  leifure 
hours.  The  dudy  of  the  human  mind  in  general, 
and  efpecially  of  its  moral  conditution,  opened  a wide 
field  to  his  fpeculative  curiofity  ; while  the  partiality 
for  fuch  invedigations  which  he  had  imbibed  from 
the  earlied  period  of  his  voluntary  application  to 
books,  feemed  even  to  increafe  with  his  advancing 
years.  Of  his  particular  fentiments  in  Morals,  it 
were  fuperfluous  to  offer  any  detail  in  thefe  pages ; 
as  his  own  compofitions  furnilh  the  bell  darement 
of  them,  and  of  the  evidence  on  wh  ch  they  were 
founded.  But  it  will  be  obfcrved  by  the  reader,  that 
Dr.  Percival’s  literary  correfpondence  often  betrays 

his  attachment  to  fpeculations  of  this  kind  ; and  it 

> » 

might  be  added,  that  his  converfation  not  unfre- 

% 

quently  manifededa  tendency  to  philofophical  accuracy 


VOL.  I. 
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on  fimilar  fiibjeCts.  A long  familiarity  with  the  topics 
of  moral  fcience  having  given  him  an  entire  com- 
mand over  them  on  all  occafions,  the  felicity  of  his" 
expreffion,  as  well  as  the  uniformity  and  conjijiency  of 
his  opinions,  was  eminently  remarkable.  It  is  pro- 
bable, alfo,  had  the  plan  of  his  life  afforded  him  fcope 
for  an  undertaking  molt  congenial  with  his  views,  that 
he  would  have  given  to  the  world,  in  a fyflematic  form, 
fhofe  fpeculations  which  were  loofelyfcattered  through 
his  writings  and  converfation ; and  which,  if  difplayed 

in  the  form  they  appeared  to  affume  in  his  own  com- 

\ 

prehenfion,  would  have  done  credit,  if  I miflake  not, 
to  his  enlarged  and  original  powers.  But  carefully 
as  he  regulated  the  ceconomy  of  his  time,  his  leifure 
was  too  fcanty  for  the  execution  of  any  confiderable 
work  unconnected  with  his  profeflion,  the  numerous 
avocations  of  which  deterred  him  even  from  accom- 
plifliing  the  limited  fchemes  which  he  projected.  To 
thefe,  indeed,  he  feems  to  have  been  impelled  chiefly 
by  the  hope  of  benefiting  youthful  readers,  and  of 
thus  gratifying  more  effectually,  perhaps,  than  by 
remote  fpeculations,  his  ruling  defire  of  contributing 
to  the  improvement  and  the  happinefs  of  mankind. 
Tlie  intelligent  obferver  may,  neverthelefs,  perceive,  in 
th£  philofophic  fpirit  which  pervades  the  greater  part 
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of  Dr.  Percivars  writings,  no  lefs  than  in  his  diftmdh 
ethical  diflertations,  the  traces  of  thofe  clear  and  com- 
prehenlive  views  of  moral  fcience  which  the  author 
delighted  to  form,  and  on  which  he  built  the  moft 
flattering  conceptions  of  the  probable  influence  of 
rcafon  and  philofophy  in  accelerating  the  advance- 
ment of  the  race. 

We  come  next  to  a period,  deferving  of  notice,  as 
the  mra  in  which  the  fubjett  of  this  memoir,  in  con- 
junction with  other  leading  inhabitants  of  Manchefler, 
eflablifiied  the  Literary  and  Philofophical  Society  of 
that  town.  The  inflitution  derived  its  origin  from 
the  dated  weekly  meetings  for  converfation , which 
Dr.  Percival  held  at  his  own  houfe ; the  refort  of  the 
literary  characters,  the  principal  inhabitants,  and  of 
occafional  flrangers.  As  thefe  meetings  became 
more  numerous,  it  was  in  time  found  convenient  to 
transfer  them  to  a tavern,  and  to  conflitute  a few 
rules  for  the  better  direction  of  their  proceedings. 
The  members  thus  infenfibly  formed  themfeives  into 
a Club  j which  was  fupported  with  fo  much  fuccefs, 
as  at  length,  in  the  year  1781,*  to  aflume  the  more 

* In  the  preceeding  year  (1780)  Dr.  Percival  fuftained  the  mis 
fortune  of  lofing  two  children,  of  early  age,  within  the  interval  of 
a few  days.  The  lines  which  he  infcribed  to  their  memory,  are 
inierted  in  Appends  C. 
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refpe&able  form  and  title  which  it  now  poffeffes.  Of 
this  inftitution,  Dr.  Percival  was  appointed  joint  prefi- 
dent  with  James  Malfey,  efq;  the  vice-prefidents  and 
other  officers  were  chofen  among  the  literary  perfons  of 
the  town;  whilffc  a numerous  body  of  members  main- 
tained at  once  the  credit  and  utility  of  the  foundation. 

An  account  of  the  laws  and  the  literary  tranaftions 
of  this  body  may  be  found  in  the  volumes  of  Memoirs , 
which  they  have  iucceffively  given  to  the  world.  It 
were  unneceffary,  however,  were  it  even  agreeable  to 
the  limited  purpofe  of  thefe  pages,  to  enumerate  the 
aflive  fervices  of  various  individuals  who  co-operated 
with  Dr.  Percival  in  the  formation  of  the  eftablifli- 
ment.*  With  refpeft  to  his  own  fervices,  it  may  be 
fufficient  to  remark,  that  he  was  a leading  fupporter  of 
the  judicious  fyftem  on  which  proceedings  of  the 

* If  any  deviation  be  admitted  with  refpedt  to  the  rule  of  pro- 
hibiting from  a private  narrative  general  or  perfonal  details,  not  im- 
mediately concerning  its  Subjedl;  it  may  be  pardonable,  on  the  pre- 
fent  occalion,  in  mentioning,  among  the  founders  of  the  Manchejier 
Society, the.  refpe&able  names  of  the  Rev.Dr.Barnes  and  Mr.Thomas 
Henry.  The  former  of  thefe,  an  eminent  preacher  and  divine,  was 
one  of  the  earlieffc  of  Dr.  Percival’s  friends.  Their  acquaintance 
commenced  at  the  Warrington  Academy,  and  was  cherifhed  by  a 
common  ardour  and  diligence  in  the  profecution  of  their  ftudies. 
In  the  fubfequent  period  of  their  lives  the  fame  liberal  friendfhip 
was  preferred,  and  was  beneficially  exercifed  by  their  mutual  efforts 
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Society  were  conduced  ; and  that  in  the  general 
bufinefs  of  the  inftitution  his  exertions  were  employed 
through  life  with  the  happieft  fuccefs.  His  attend- 
ance at  the  meetings,  (which  were  held  on  each 
alternate  Friday  during  the  winter  feafon,)  was  rarely 
prevented  by  any  other  circumftance  than  the  inter- 
ruption of  health;  his  literary  contributions  were 
frequent  and  valuable ; while  his  attive  zeal,  not  lefs 
than  his  candour  and  moderation,  peculiarly  qualified 
him  for  the  leading  office  he  fuftained.  His  powers 
both  of  comprehenfion  and  difcourfe  were  fome- 
times  called  forth  to  confiderable  exercife ; and 
perhaps  on  no  occafion  were  his  talents  more  fully 
exerted,  or  more  chara&eridically  manifeft,  than 
when  prefiding  over  the  debates  of  the  Society  he  at 
once  guided  and  fyflematized  the  topics  of  animated 
difcuffion.  To  thefe  qualifications,  and  to  the  inflex- 
ible dignity  of  his  conduct,  he  was  indebted  for  his 

/ 

in  forming  feveral  eftabliihments  of  public  utility  in  the  town  where 
they  refided.  Dr.  PercivaPs  acquaintance  with  Mr.  Henry  com- 
menced at  a fomewhat  later  period ; but  their  reciprocal  regard 
was  not  lefs  warm  or  lafting.  The  fimilarity  of  their  profeflional 
engagements  rendered  their  intercourfe  frequent ; and  the  medical 
writings  by  which  they  are  both  known  to  the  public,  have  often 
recorded  their  common  labours.  In  private  life  alfo  their  attachment 
was  ftrengthened  by  the  moil  zealous  and  uninterrupted  efteenu 
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annual  appointment  to  the  prefidency,  (by  the  unani- 
mous vote  of  the  members,)  during  the  remainder  of 
his  life.* 

Another  inftitution,  which  originated  about  this 
period,  may  deferve  curfory  notice,  both  on  account 
of  its  intrinfic  merit,  and  as  it  manifefls  the  ardour 
in  profecuting  fchemes  for  the  public  benefit  with 
which  Dr.  Percival  and  his  coadjutors  were  infpired. 
The  defign  was  in  fome  refpe&s  novel,  compri- 
zing a provifion  for  Public  Le&ures  on  the  follow- 
ing fubjetts  : i ft,  Practical  Mathematics,  and  the 
principal  branches  of  Natural  Philofophyj  2d,  Che- 
miftry,  with  a reference  to  the  arts  and  manufa&uresj 
3d,  the  Theory  and  Hiffory  of  the  Fine  Arts ; 
4th,  the  Origin,  Hiflory,  and  Progrefs  of  Arts,  Ma- 
nufactures, and  Commerce,  the  Commercial  Laws 
and  Regulations  of  different  Countries,  Commutative 
Juftice,  and  other  branches  of  Commercial  Ethics. 
Thefe  Lectures  were  defignea  for  the  improvement 
of  the  youth  of  Manchefter  ; and  efpecially  of  fuch 
as  having  finifhed  the  ordinary  courfe  of  education, 
were  about  to  engage  in  commercial  occupations. 
As  the  eftablifhment,  (entitled  The  College  of  Arts 

* On  the  death  of  James  Mafley,  efq;  Dr.  Percival  became  folc 
prefident,  in  which  fituation  he  remained  ever  afterwards. 
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and  Sciences ) provided  only  a proper  number  and  fuc- 
cdfion  of  teachers,  the  young  men  who  lidened  to 
their  indru&ions  exercifed  that  privilege  voluntarily 
and  promifcuoufly.  At  certain  rates  of  fubfcription 
they  attended  any  one  or  all  of  the  public  lectures, 
which  were  didributed  at  convenient  hours  of  the 
day : and  fo  liberal  was  the  fpirit  and  the  wealth 
of  the  inhabitants,  that  little  doubt  was  entertained 
of  the  popular  fuccefs  of  the  fcheme.*  From  caufes 
' however,  which  were  then  perhaps  not  fully  under- 
dood,  and  for  w'hich  it  would  now  be  altogether 
vain  to  enquire,  the  inditution  was  found  to  decline 

i / 

even  in  its  fird  moments  ; and  after  two  winters 
of  unfavourable  trial,  was  at  length  relu&antly 
abandoned. 

In  the  year  1785,  the  Literary  and  Philofophical 
Society  of  Mancheder  publidied  the  fird  volumes  of 
its  Memoirs ; which,  by  means  of  Dr.  Percival’s  appli- 
cation to  the  fird  Lord  of  the  Treafury,  were  dedi- 


* The  Lord  Lieutenant  and  the  Members  of  Parliament  for  the 
County  were  nominated  patrons;  and  Dr.  Percival  was  elected 
prelident  of  the  inftitution.  The  plan  and  code  of  rules  relating 
to  its  proceedings  were  drawn  up  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Barnes ; and  it 
may  be  added,  that  the  general  defign  has  been  imitated  and  illus. 
trated  on  a larger  fcale,  in  the  Royal  and  London  Injlitutms. 
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cafed,  with  permiffion,  to  the  King.*  The  differtations 
That  appeared  in  them  were  feletted  from  a large 
body  of  papers  which  had  been  communicated  to  the 
Society  by  different  perfons  during  a period  of  four 
years ; and  they  will  affuredly  be  allowed  to  furnifli 
no  feeble  teflimony  of  the  learning  and  ingenuity  of 
the  contributors.  Several  Effays  from  the  pen  of 
Dr.  Percival  are  contained  in  thefe  volumes.  The 
firfl  is  entitled  a u Tribute  to  the  Memory  of  Charles 
“ de  Polier,  efq;”  a gentleman  of  fmgular  accom- 
plifhments,  who  had  been  fome  time  refident  in  Man- 
chefter,  as  tutor  to  the  fons  of  the  late  Marquis  of 
Waterford,  and  who  had  diflinguifhed  himfelf  as  an 
attive  member  of  the  Literary  Society.  On  the 
melancholy  occafion  of  his  death,  the  prefident  was 
appointed,  by  the  unanimous  defire  of  the  members,  to 
pronounce  his  eloge  at  one  of  their  public  meetings; 
and  was  afterwards  requeued  to  infert  the  addrefs  in 
their  c<  Memoirs.”  f 

* Vide  Appendix  D. 

* This  “ Tribute,”  &c.  was  fo  favourably  received,  that  not  long 
after  its  publication  it  was  tranflated  into  the  French  language,  by 
M.  Froflard,  profcflbr  at  Lyons  ; who  alfo  tranflated  into  the  fame 
language  the  “ Moral  Tales,  Fables,  ana  Reflections.  See 
Appendix  E. 
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The  Speculations  concerning  the  perceptive  powers 
tj  Vegetables , (which  are  inferted  in  the  fecond 
volume  of  thefe  “ Memoirs,”)  have  attracted  feme 
attention,  as  a philofophical  attempt  to  illudrate  an 
ingenious  but  fanciful  hypothefis.  The  proofs  which 
the  author  has  adduced  in  fupport  of  his  arguments, 

are  not  only  various  and  driking,  but  as  far  as  ana- 

/ 

logy  can  avail,  their  authority  is  decifive.  “ In  all 

“ enquiries  into  truth , whether  natural  or  moral,” 

\ 

fays  Dr.  Percival,  “ it  is  neceflary  to  take  into  pre- 
“ vious  confideration  the  kind  of  evidence. which  the 
“ fubje£t  admits,  and  the  degree  of  it  which  is  fuffi- 
<e  cient  to  aiford  fatisfa&ion  to  the  mind.  Demon- 
<£  drative  evidence  is  abfolute  and  without  gradation; 
££  but  probable  evidence  afeends  by  regular  fleps, 
<e  from  the  lowed  preemption  to  the  highed  moral 
“ certainty.  A dngle  prefumption  is  indeed  of  little 
“ weight;  but  a feries  of  fuch  imperfect  proofs  may 
“ produce  the  fulled  conviction.  The  drength  of 
“ belief,  however,  may  often  be  greater  than  is  pro- 
tc  portionate  to  the  force  and  number  of  thefe  proofs5 
£c  either  individually  or  collectively  confidered.  For 

££  as  unneertainty  is  always  painful  to  the  under- 

* 

££  handing,  very  flight  evidence,  if  the  fubje£t  admit 
£C  of  no  other,  fometimes  amounts  to  credibility.  This 
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“ every  philofopher  experiences  in  his  refearches 
t£  into  nature  ; and  the  obfervation  may  ferve  as 
“ an  apology  for  the  following  jcu  d*  efprit\  in 
“ which  I fiiall  attempt  to  fliew,  by  feveral  analogies 
“ of  organization,  life,  inftintt,  fpontaniety,  and  felf- 
C1  motion,  that  plants,  like  animals,  are  endowed 
“ with  powers  of  perception  and  enjoyment/’  Of 
the  fa<ds  and  analogies  which  are  arranged  under 
thefe feveral  heads,  the  mod:  confpicuous,  it  mud  be 
confefled,  are  fele&ed  from  thofe  extraordinary  pro_ 
ductions  of  nature,  which  bear  a trifling  proportion 
to  the  general  mafs  of  vegetable  creation.  But  as  a 
regular  gradation  is  obfervable  from  the  highed  to 
the  lowed  degrees  of  animal  life,  it  is  by  no  means 
nnphilofophical  to  fuppofe,  that  a like  feries  may 
obtain  in  the  inferior  world.  The  author,  however, 
cbferves  in  the  concluding  part  of  the  fame  difqui- 
fition;  tc  Truth  obliges  me  to  acknowledge,  that  I 

*c  review  my  fpeculations  with  much  diffidence; 
« and  that  1 dare  not  prefume  to  expeft  they  will 
« produce  any  permanent  convi&ion  in  others,  when 

6t  I experience  an  indability  of  opinion  in  myfelf : 

\ 

“ for  to  ufe  the  language  of  Tully,  Nefcio  quoviodo 
“ dim  lego  affentior ; cum  / ofui  librum  afenth  omnis 


(i  ilia  elabitur 
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Another  paper  which  Dr.  Percival  contributed  to 
thefe  Volumes,  relates  to  the  Purfuits  of  Experimental 
Philofophy ; which  the  writer  recommends  with  peculiar 
felicity  to  thofe  who  have  leifure  and  abilities  for  fcien- 
tific  refearch.  He  at  the  fame  time  expatiates  on 
the  value  of  that  knowledge  which  is  derived  from  a 
careful  obfervation  of  the  phenomena  of  nature  j and 
in  the  fearch  for  general  principles , inculcates  the  fa- 
lutary  maxim  of  confining  our  fpeculations  within  the 
precife  boundary  of  legitimate  induction.  Homo , natures 
?n  in  if  er  et  interpres , tantum  facit  ct  intelligit , quantum 
de  natures  or dine , re  vel  jnentc , ohfervaverit ; ncc  am - 
plius  feit  aut  potef  * In  moral  as  in  phyfical  fcience 

5 

he  faw  clearly  the  fundamental  error  of  thofe  fyftems 
which  preferibe  the  ftudy  of  univerfal  truths , or  re" 

commend  prematurely  the  procefs  of  generalization. 

\ 

Befides  their  direft  tendency  to  retard  the  progrefs  of 
fcience,  by  inverting  the  order  of  inquiry,  he  was  of 
opinion  that  they  contribute  to  cherilh  a fpirit  of 
philofophical  fcepticifm,  by  leading  the  mind  to  con- 
found fenfible  with  fpeculative  truth,  and  to  reft  its 
belief  on  a mixed  foundation  of  fact  and  hypothefis, 
whofe  union  is  altogether  imaginary.  Notwithstand- 
ing his  admiration,  therefore,  of  the  genius  of  the 

* EaconJ 
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celebrated  logicians  of  antiquity,  he  difTented  entirely 
from  the  methods  of  reafoning  which  they  invented  ; 
nor  did  the  writings  of  their  modern  apologifts, 
(amongft  whom  Mr.  James  Harris,  the  moft  learned 
and  fuccefsful,  was  in  other  refpe&s  one  of  his  chiefly- 
admired  authors,*)  infpire  him  with  any  higher  ap- 
probation than  mufl:  be  claimed  by  their  fpeculative 
ingenuity;  while  he  embraced  without  referve  the 
founder  tenets  and  more  fugacious  philofophy  of 
Lord  Bacon. 

It  has  already  been  obferved,  that  in  the  early 
period  of  his  life,  Dr.  Percival  devoted  much  time 
and  attention  to  the  purfuits  of  experimental  philofo- 
phy. Thefe  refearches  were  for  the  mod  part  pro- 
fecuied  in  conjunftion  with  his  friend  Dr.  Prieflley, 
who  was  at  that  time  extending  the  boundaries  of 
fcience  by  his  fplendid  and  mifcellaneous  difeoveries. 
Perhaps  at  no  period  was  the  ardour  for  experimental 
purfuits  more  flrongly  excited  or  more  widely  dif- 

* Dr.  Percival’s  admiration  of  this  accomplifhed  fcholar  and 
writer,  is  exprefled  in  the  Eflay  above  alluded  to,  and  in  feveral  other^ 
parts  of  his  works.  lie  efteemed  the  “ Dialogue  concerning  Hap- 
“ pinefs”  the  moft  acute  and  elegant  Ipecimen  of  philofophical 
difquiiition,  after  that  manner,  with  which  he  was  acquainted.  The 
writings  of  Lord  Monboddo  (to  whom  he  was  perfonally  well 
known)  produced  in  him  no  greater  difpoution  to  embrace  the 
Ariilotel.an  philofophy,  than  thole  of  Mr.  llains. 
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Fufed ; whilft  the  career  of  fuccefs  which  attended  the 
inveftigations  of  a few  philofophers,  feemed  to  open 
at  once  immeafurable  fields  of  curiofity  and  wonder. 
Some  of  the  refults  of  Dr.  Percival’s  inquiries  have 
already  been  noticed;  and  the  greater  part  of  them 
are  on  record  in  thofe  volumes  of  “ Effays,”  which 
he  fucceffively  prefented  to  the  world. 

The  aftiveand  leading  intereft  which  the  Subjeft  of 
thefe  Memoirs  was  accuftomed  to  take  in  the  affairs  of 
the  Manchefter  Academy , may  render  it  proper,  at 
this  period  of  the  narrative,  to  offer  a very  brief 
account  of  its  origin  and  conffitution.  In  the  year 
1785,  feveral  of  the  principal  inhabitants  of  Man- 
chefter formed  the  defign  of  inftituting  a feminary 
for  the  education  of  Proteftant  Diffenting  Minis- 
ters, fimilar  to  that  which  was  on  the  eve  of  be'ng 
diffolved  at  Warrington.  The  local  exertions  of  a 
few  individuals  were  feconded  by  the  liberal  aid  of  a 
great  body  of  opulent  diffenters  in  various  parts  of  the 
kingdom.  Their  numbers  alone  might  render  fuch 
an  eftabliftiment  a meafure  of  popular  intereft;  and 
their  experience  of  the  benefit  and  the  credit  of  fimilar 
foundations,  for  the  inftruclion  of  their  clergy,  might 
be  expe&ed  to  fecure  a continuance  of  that  fupport. 
It  was  conceived  that  the  town  of  Manchefter  was  in 
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feveral  refpecds  well  calculated  for  a fchool  of  learn- 
ing ; as  it  was  furniflied  with  a large  and  cultivated 
fociety,  poffeffed  of  one  of  the  mod  valuable  Public 
Libraries*  in  this  kingdom;  and  efpecially  as  it  con- 
tained two  learned  eftablifliments  of  fome  fame,  the 
College  of  Arts,  and  the  Literary  and  Philofophical 
Society.  Under  thefe  aufpices,  the  defign  was  pro- 
moted with  confiderable  ardour;  and  general  meetings 
of  the  inhabitants  were  held,  (at  which  Dr.  Percival 
commonly  prefided,)  for  the  purpofe  of  carrying  into 
execution  a fcheme  fo  apparently  advantageous.  In 
a fhort  period  of  time,  the  plan  of  the  Foundation  was 
completed;  whilft  the  fubferiptions  required  for  the 
erection  of  a public  building,  and  the  formation  of 
liberal  though  temporary  funds,  were  without  diffi- 
ficulty  obtained. 

Early  in  the  year  1786,  the  committee  chofen  to 
fuperintend  the  conduct  of  the  Academy  publifhed  a 
profpectus,  explanatory  of  the  nature  and  the  objects 
of  this  new  feminary ; announcing,  at  the  fame  time, 
the  appointment  of  the  Rev.  Thomas  Barnes,  D.D. 
and  the  Rev.  Ralph  Harrifon,  to  the  Profefforfhips  of 
DivinityandClaffical  Literature.  The  internal  govern- 

* An  ancient  and  extenfive  Foundation,  by  Humphry  CheC" 
th.un,  efq. 
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ment  of  the  inftitution  was  vefted  in  the  hands  of 
thefe  tutors;  but  the  committee,  or  the  body  of 
truftees  at  large,  retained  for-themfelves  the  power  of 
fufpending  or  removing  them  in  cafe  of  the  negleft 
or  violation  of  their  duty.  Every  appeal  alfo  from  the* 
inferior  members  of  the  Academy  was  referred  to 
thofe  affemblies;  fo  that  the  laws  which  difpenfed 
immediate  authority  to  the  tutors,  rendered  their  con- 
du£t  at  all  times  amenable  to  the  prefiding  body. 

The  primary  object  of  the  Foundation  was  avowedly 
to  provide  the  means  of  a liberal  and  lyftematic  edu- 
cation for  the  Clergy  of  Proteftant  Diflent.  To  the 
jludents  of  divinity , a term  of  refidence  for  the  fpace 
of  five  years  was  prefcribed  ; a regular  feries  of  lec- 
tures and  ftudy  was  directed  to  be  purfued ; and  ill 
the  end,  although  the  Academy  pofleflfed  no  patron- 
age, and  fupported  no  inactive  members,  yet  the 
recommendation  of  the  tutors  might  have  conliderable 
influence,  in  procuring  eligible  fituations  for  fuch  as 
accomplifhed  with  credit  tile  exercifes  of  their  pro- 
bation. The  expence  of  their  inftru&ion  was  in  the 
mean  time  defrayed  by  the  funds  of  the  inftitution  ; 
and  fome  additional  fupport  was  granted  them,  by 
annual  flipends  from  the  fame  fource.  But  the  num- 
ber of"  this  clafs  of  fludents  formed  a fmall  part  of 
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the  whole;  and  the  Secondary  objeft  of  the  Foundation 
promifed  to  be  amply  fulfilled,  by  the  advantages  it 
olTered  for  the  profecution  of  ufeful  and  manly  ftudies 
preparatory  to  commercial  life.  The  importance  of 
this  object,  more  particularly  in  a wealthy  and  trading 
diftrift,  was  indifputable ; and  as  the  privilege  of 
ad  million  v/as  granted  to  all,  (even  to  thofe  who 
might  derive  emolument  from  the  inftitution,)  without 
any  left  or  fubfcription,  its  benefits  were  expedted  to 
be  univerfallv  diffufed.  In  comparifon  with  the 
Englifli  univerfities,  an  eftablifhment  like  the  prefent 
propofed  the  obvious  advantages  of  requiring  lefs  ex- 
pence on  the  part  of  the  pupils,  and  affording  them 
fewer  opportunities  of  incurring  habits  unfavourable 
to  their  morals  or  improvement.  For  thefe  benefits, 
indeed,  the  earlier  age  and  inferior  numbers  of  thofe 
wdjo  might  refort  thither  for  education,  afforded  a 
fufficient  fecurity ; but  the  fanguine  admirers  of  the 
Inftitution  trufted  to  its  intrinfic  merits,  for  the  en- 
couragement of  a more  liberal  ardour  for  knowledge,! 
and  a more  unfettered  fpirit  of  refearch,  than  was 
conceived  to  prevail'  in  our  ancient  and  venerable 
fchools  of  learning. 

During  fome  years  the  Manchefter  Academy  flou- 
rifhed  with  confiderable  reputation.  Its  great  pur- 
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pofes  were  fulfilled  by  the  regular  admittance, 
inftru&ion,  and  fupport,  of  candidates  for  the  Minis- 
terial office;  while  its  utility  as  a place  of  general 
improvement  for  the  foils  of  commercial  men,  was 
evinced  by  the  numbers  both  of  Churchmen  and 

Diffenters  who  were  there  educated. Without 

venturing  to  inquire  into  the  caufes  of  the  temporary 
fuccefs  or  gradual  decline  of  this  Seminary,  it  may 
be  obferved,  (in  order  to  prevent  the  neceffity  of 
again  recurring  to  its  hiftory,)  that  its  fate  eventu- 
ally refembled  that  of  the  Warrington  Academy. 
Alike  defigned  by  prudent  and  able  patrons,  and 
fupported  by  the  active  fervices  of  many  diftin- 
guifhed  individuals,  a longer  term  of  duration  might, 
perhaps,  with  reafon,  have  been  expected;  but 
the  vigour  of  both  feemed  to  languifh  with  the 
decay  of  that  fpirit  from  which  they  derived  their 
origin;  and  an  indifferent  obferver  of  their  fall 
might  thence  have  embraced  the  opinion,  that  fuch 
eftablifinnents  cannot  be  fecured  on  a permanent 
foundation,  without  the  aid  of  Royal  bounty,  or 
Parliamentary  provifion.* 

' I am  indebted  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Barnes,  (who,  curing  a period 
of  twelve  years,  dil’charged  the  duties  of  Profeffor  of  Divinity,  with 
diftinguifhed  ability,)  for  the  following  brief  ftatement  refpedtingthe 
revenues,  and  the  ftudents,  of  the  Academy.  The  number  of  the 

VOL.  II,  f 
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In  die  courfe  of  die  year  1787,  Dr.  Percival  was 
elected  member  of  <c  die  American  Philofophical 
c’  Society  of  Philadelphia,”  in  confequence  of  the 
recommendation  of  his  friend  Dr.  Franklin,  the 
illuftrious  Prefident  of  that  body.  About  the  fame 

latter  who  were  admitted  from  the  autumn  of  1786,  to  that  of  1798, 
amounted  to  ov  hundred  and  tbirty-feven , of  whom  twenty  were 
entered  Rudents  for  the  MiniRry.  The  annual  revenues  of  the 
Academy,  from  the  period  of  1786  to  the  late  year,  (1806,)  reached 
an  average  between  220I.  and  250I..  They  have  never  amounted  to 
300I.  but  have  fometimes  fallen  below  2ocl.  per  annujn. 

The  Manchefter  Academy  was  finally  doled  in  the  year  1802; 
when  the  relidueof  its  funds,  together  with  the  very  valuable  library 
belonging  to  the  Tnftitution,  were  transferred  to  York,  under  the 
care' of  the  Rev.  Mr.Wellbeloved.  The  fcheme  which  Dr.  Percival 
propoled  for  the  appropriation  of  thefe  pofleflions,  was  to  annex 
them  to  1'ome  one  of  the  Scottilh  Univerlities  ; and  for  this  purpofe 
he  deemed  Glafgow  the  moll  fuitably  adapted.  1'he  free  accefs 
which  is  there  afforded  to  perfons  of  all  denominations,  would  doubt- 
lefs  be  open  to  /Indents  of  Arian  or  any  other  Dilfenting  perfualion; 
the  Ready  difeipline  and  regular  manners  adopted  in  the  Colleges 
would  be  favourable  to  their  moral  character ; a wide  fphere  of 
emulation  would  be  prefented  to  them  ; whilR  the  peculiar  habits 
both  of  opinion  and  condubf,  which  are  fometimes  cherilhed  among, 
fmall  diRinft  bodies,  would  be  lolf  in  the  various  intercourl'e  of  a 
large  Univerlity.  As  it  is  fcarcely  to  be  expected  that  a new  Aca- 
demical Inftitution,  limilar  to  thofe  of  Warrington,  Hackney,  or 
Manchefter,  will  forfome  time  be  again  attempted;  may  it  not,  even 
now,  be  a queRion  of  policy,  whether  the  Diflenters  might  not  thus 
advantageouRy  giaft  their  individual  intereR  on  the  importance  of 
feme  large  Public  Body;  and  prefer  the  folid  benefits  of  greater  fe- 
curity,  and  more  liberal  emulation,  to  the  flattering  circumftance  of 
an  appropriate  eftablilhment  1 
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period,  he  became  alfo  a member  of  the  “ Royal 
C£  Society  of  Edinburgh,”  and  the  ££  Medical  Society 
<£  in  London.” 


It  has  happened,  (I  believe,  accidentally,)  that 
the  Correfpondence  which  Dr.  Percival  maintained 
with  his  various  literary  friends,  has  been  preferved 
more  entire,  during  fome  years  about  the  time  at  prefent 
under  review,  than  at  any  other  period  of  his  life. 
In  his  own  letters  may  be  found  a faithful  image  of 
the  mind  from  whence  they  proceeded ; a reprefenta- 
tion  of  the  lively  and  unaffe&ed  zeal  with  which  he 
employed  his  fervices  for  the  public  good ; and  fome 
tellimonies  of  the  liberal  and  enlightened  principles 
which  governed  his  conduft. 

No  apology,  I trull,  will  be  required  for  inter- 

\ 

rupting  the  form  of  the  prefent  narrative,  by  intro- 
ducing a fele&ion  from  thefe  Letters.  It  may  be 
deemed  fortunate,  on  the  contrary,  that  they  fupply 
the  hillory  of  a period  of  which  a dillin£l  and  conti- 
nued account  could  not  ealily  have  been  given  j 
whilfl  they  difclofe  the  fentiments  and  conduct  of  the 
writer  on  various  occafions  of  more  than  temporary 
interefl.  On  fome  of  the  topics  which  form  the 
1 objects  of  thefe  letters,  it  may  be  proper  to  ofter  a 

f 2 
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1 

♦ 

few  remarks,  in  order  to  apprize  the  reader  of  the  • l 

/ 

circumftances  which  gave  rife  to  their  difcuffion. 

The  exertions  which  have  often,  though  ineffe&u- 
ally,  been  made  to  refcue  the  natives  of  Africa  from 
Britifh  fervitude  and  oppreffion,  are  well  known;  nor 
‘can  it  be  forgotten,  that  the  zeal  which  on  different 
occahons  has  been  roufed  in  their  behalf,  kindled  for 

3 

the  time  a flame  which  fpread  through  every  rank  of 
fociety.  To  a mind  habitually  difpofed  to  cherifh 
the  ftriftefl  notions  with  regard  to  the  rule  of  juftice 
and  humanity,  it  may  readily  be  conceived,  that 
the  negro  trade  of  Africa,  and  flavery  in  the  Weft- 
Indies,  would  appear  in  a high  degree  iniquitous. 
The  impolicy  of  the  traffic  was  indeed  matter  of 
ferious  and  difpaffionate  enquiry;  in  which  Dr. 
Percival  engaged  with  more  than  common  affiduity, 
as  fome  of  the  following  letters  will  manifeft.  But 
what  peculiarly  directed  his  interest  to  this  enquiry, 
was  a circumftance  which  reflects  honour  on  the 
town  where  he  reflded;  the  inhabitants  of  Man- 
chefter  having  afforded  the  flrft  example  of  prefenting 
a Petition  to  Parliament  for  the  Abolition  of  the  Slave - j 
Trade.  Among  the  earl'efl;  movers  and  moft  zealous 
fapporttrs  of  this  meafure,  (by  which  the  fentiments 
of  a large  and  refpe£table  part  of  the  community  wcie 
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made  known  to  the  legiflature,)  was  the  Subject  of 
thefe  memoirs.  No  fooner,  however,  was  a general 
Addrefs  propofed,  than  it  was  widely  and  eagerly  ac- 
ceded to;  neighbouring  towns  imitated  the  example ; 
and  a fpirit  of  enthufiafm  in  the  caufe  of  equity  and 
freedom  difplayed  itfelf  in  all  parts  of  the  kingdom. 
Great,  therefore,  and  even  unexpe&ed,  was  the  difap- 
pointment  diffufed  on  the  failure  of  thefe  patriotic 

I / . \ 

exertions.  The  confidence  of  the  petitiohers,  it  might 
be  added,  has  never  fince  been  effectually  revived  j 
nor  has  the  fame  meafure  been  again  reforted  to  with 
equal  alacrity,  or  fimilar  anticipations  of  fuccefs. 

About  the  period  when  addreffes  were  prefented 
toParliament  for  the  abolition  of  til e Slave-Trade,  the 
Proteftant  Diffenters.  renewed  their  application  for 
relief  from  the  Corporation  and  Tejl  Acts.  In  the 
objeCt  of  both  thefe  applications  there  were  undoubt- 
edly fome  circumftances  of  congeniality ; and  the 
zeal  which  was  manifefted  in  each  might  poffibly 
borrow  fomething  from  its  kindred  to  the  other. 
The  latter,  indeed,  mult  be  confidered  as  the  effort 
of  a fmall  part  of  the  community  contending  for  civil 
and  religious  privileges  on  equal  terms  with  the  reft ; 
the  former,  as  the  unfought  exertion  of  a promifeuous 
public  in  behalf  of  the  natural  rights  of  juftice  and 
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humanity.  But  they  had  a common  origin  in  the 
ipirit  of  the  times;  and  although  danger  to  religious 
edablifliments  on  the  one  hand,  and  to  commercial 
profperity  on  the  other,  were  the  avowed  apprehen- 
'iions  which  occafioned  their  failure;  yet  there  ap- 
peared reafon  to  believe  that  the  fear  of  innovation, 
at  a time  of  confiderable  peril  to  the  governing 
powers  of  Europe,  was  a more  efficient  and  fatisfac* 
tory  caufe.  The  ill  fuccefs  of  thefe  exertions  for  re* 
formation  was,  neverthelefs,  a fubjecl  of  more  than 

partial  or  temporary  regret. In  aid  of  the  repeal 

of  the  Corporation  and  Ted  Affs,  the  inhabitants  of 
Manchefler,  in  conjunction  with  the  citizens  of  the 
mod  confiderable  towns  in  the  kingdom,  prefented 
a petition  to  parliament,  urging  in  moderate  but* 
decifive  terms  the  expediency  of  fuch  a meafure. 
In  this  petition  Dr.  Percival  cordially  joined;  and 
when,  on  the  failure  of  the  fird  efforts  with  the 
I'egiflature,  it  was  deemed  advifeable  to  offer  ano- 
ther addrefs  of  the  like  nature,  at  a fubfequent 
period,  his  exertions  were  not  wanting  to  render 
it  popular  within  the  circle  to  which  his  influence 
extended.  When  this  effort  alfo  proved  fruitlefs, 
more  violent  meafures  were  meditated  in  forne 
parts.  But  the  zeal  which  prompted  fuch  dehgas 
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was  neither  felt  nor  approved  by  the  Subject  of 
this  narrative.  In  conformity  with  the  reft  of  the 
refpeftable  body  to  which  he  was  attached,  and  with 
many  of  the  clergy  and  laity  of  the  Edablifliment,  he 
deemed  the  Ted- Arts  ufelefs  and  impolitic  as  redac- 
tions, and  highly  invidious,  as  a mark  of  feparation 
among  declared  protedants.  Conceiving  them  to  be 
at  the  fame  time  inconfident  with  the  free/pirit  of 
our  Conditution,  and  grievous  to  thofe  againd  whom 
they  are  directed,  he  was  anxious  to  promote  the 
fil'd  judicious  efforts  that  were  made  for  their  remo- 
val. But  when  the  legidature  firmly  redded,  he 
thought  it  the  wifer  part  to  paufe  in  filent  acquies- 
cence; with  the  hope,  perhaps,  that  in  a more 
enlightened  or  tranquil  period,  the  claims  which  were 
denied  as  a requidtion,  might  be  granted  as  a boon. 

Befides  the  topics  above  dated,  which  come  under 
difcudion  in  the  following  Correfpondence,  there  are 
others  not  inferior  in  importance,  which  do  not, 
however,  require  to  be  anticipated  or  explained. 
Two  circumdances  only  occur  to  be  noticed  ; the 
publication  of  a volume  of  Moral  and  Literary  Dis- 
sertations, in  the  year  1788;  and  of  An  Enquiry  into 
the  Principles,  and  Limits  of  Taxation,  as  a Branch 
of  Moral  and  Political  Philofophy , which  was  inferted 
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in  the  third  volume  of  the  <c  Memoirs”  of  the  Lite- 
rary  Society  of  Manchefter.  The  former  of  tliefe 
works,  from  the  various  differtations  which  it  con- 
tains, is,  perhaps,  better  adapted  to  general  perufal, 
than  any  of  Dr.  Percival’s  writings.  In  beauty  of 
compofition,  and  felicity  of  illuftration,  it  has  been 
efteemed  among  the  happieft  productions  of  his 
pen ; while  it  affords  a proof  that  his  tafle  for  polite 
literature  was  not  unprofitably  exercifed  in  the  hours 
of  his  fludious  leifure.*  The  Effay  on  Taxation , as 
the  title  announces,  is  an  abflraCl  difquifition,  in 
which  the  right  of  impofmg  taxes  and  the  obligation 
of  contributing  to  them  are  confidered  in  their  pri- 
mary relation  to  individuals,  and  the  public  date. 
The  principles  adopted,  and  the  conclufions  derived 
from  them,  are  arranged  in  a fimple  and  luminous 
order,  without  deviation  into  collateral  enquiries; 
and  the  brevity  of  the  difquifition,  is  recompenled 

. ? This  volume,  which  the  author  inferibed  to  his  highly-cfteemed 
friend,  the  Bifliop  of  LlandafF,  conlifts,  for  the  molt  part,  of  the 
pieces  which  have  already  been  noticed,  as  communications  to  the 
Manchefter  Society.  The  additional  Differtations  are,  “ On  the 
te  Influence  of  Habit  and  Affociation  ; On  Inconfflency  of  Eupefta* 
tc  tion  in  Literary  Purfluits  ; On  a Tafle for  the  Beauties  of  Nature; 
se  On  a Tafle  for  the  Fine  Arts  ; On  the  Alliance  of  Hiflory  wifji 
t‘  Poetry 
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by  Nctes  and  Illujlrations . The  author’s  admiration 
of  the  Britifli  form  of  government  is  inevitably  dis- 
played on  various  occafions.  But  as  the  work  is 
written  with  freedom  and  fpirit,  it  may  afford  an 
illu  fixation  of  the  author’s  general  principles;  and 
being  approved  by  individuals  of  different  parties, 
may  teflify  his  lingular  moderation,  at  a period  when 
the  fa&ious  efforts  to  undermine  the  authority  of 
legitimate  government,  had  raifed  a clamour  againfl 
abflraff  political  treatifes  of  every  kind.  Alluding 
to  this  tract,  in  his  private  correfpondence,  the 
author  declares,  <c  being  perfectly  fatisfied  with  our 
t£  prefent  government,  and  grateful  for  the  bleflings 
cc  enjoyed  under  it,  I fhould  be  unwilling  to  offer  any 
Ci  obfervations  to  th . public,  which  might  even  by 
“ malice  be  conftrued  to  favour  faftion  or  difcon- 
“ tent ; but  at  the  fame  time  I am  perfuaded,  that 
Cl  nothing  tends  more  powerfully  to  eftablifli  juff 
“ authority,  than  the  calm  inveftigation  of  the  prin- 
ciples  on  which  it  is  founded.-” 
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From  Dr.  Percival  to  Dr.  Let-tsom. 

ie  Manchefter , June  13,  1783. 

% „ 

**  'Y'  Received  the  obliging  prefent  of  your  publica- 
JL  tion* **  a few  days  ago,  and  have  directed  ray 

t 

firfh  leifure  moments  to  the  perufal  of  your  very 
animating  and  interefting  account  of  Dr.  Fothergill. 
The  portrait  you  have  drawn  exhibits  a mod  pleating, 
yet  exaft,  likenefs  of  our  venerable  and  amiable 
friend  ; and  I wifh  the  contemplation  of  it  may  lead 
many  to  emulate  the  excellent  original.  Rut  having 
undertaken  the  office  of  biographer,  not  that  of  the 

* “ The  Works  of  John  Fothergill,  M.  D.  by  John  Coakley 

**  Lettfom  to  which  is  prefixed,  a Biographical  Narrative* 
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encomiaft,  you  have  touched  with  delicate  cenfure 
fome  oh  the  failings  to  which  this  great  man  was 
incident,  and  from  which,  indeed,  it  is  not  the  lot  of 
humanity  to  be  exempt.  In  the  147th  page,  you 
particularly  mention  £ his  promptitude  in  adopting 
< opinions,  and  tenacious  retention  of  them.’  I know 
that  Dr.  Fothergill  has  been  condemned  by  his  bre- 
thren of  the  faculty  on  this  account,  but  I think  with- 
out fufficient  candour  or  indulgence.  There  was  no 
profeffional  or  intellectual  talent  on  which  he  valued 
himfelf  fo  highly,  as  his  Ikill  in  the  difcrimination  of 
difeales.  This  ikill  he  certainly  poffeiTed  in  a very 
eminent  degree,  and  as  it  is  the  refult  of  extenfive 
experience,  and  accurate  obfervation,  aided  by  a quick 
apprehenfion  and  enlarged  underftanding,  it  gradu-  • 
ally  becomes  an  alrnolt  inftantaneous  or  intuitive 
operation  of  the  judgment,  which  claims  implicit 
alien t to  all  its  decifions.  Such  being  the  confiitution 
of  the  human  mind,  we  cannot  be  furprized  at  the 
promptnefs  of  Dr.  Fothergill  in  forming  his  opinions, 
or  that  he  repofed  a confidence  in  them  not  always 
proportioned  to  the  degree  of  their  probability.  We 
may  add  too,  that  the  multiplicity  and  rapid  fuccelfion 
of  his  practice  admitting  not  of  doubt  or  hefitation, 
was  compelled  to  act  upon  the  evidence  which  eack 
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cafe  prcfented  at  the  firfl:  view;  and  what  neceflity  en- 
forced, habit  rendered  familiar, and  fuccefs  fatisfa&ory, 
“ The  letter  in  which  you  have  given  me  an 
extract,  in  the  7 2d  page,  was  occafioned  by  a con- 
version I had  with  the  Doftor  at  my  houfe  on  the 
fubjett  of  Friendship.  He  had  adopted  the  opinion 
of  Soame  Jenyns,  that  it  is  a fictitious  virtue,  neither 
authorifed  nor  encouraged  by  the  Chriftian  difpen- 
fation.  To  fuch  a uoftrine,  however  ingenioufly 
fjpported  by  our  friend,  I could  not  be  perfuaded 
to  accede  ; and  I urged  to  him,  that  though  bene- 
volence is  the  great  law  of  the  Gofpel,  it  mud  have 
its  commencement  in  the  more  refined  and  partial 
charities.  The  man  who  has  not  felt  the  appropriated 
regard  of  a foil,  a brother,  a huband,  or  a friend , 
cannot  have  a heart  capable  of  being  expanded  with 
philanthropy.  Even  piety  itfelf  originates  in  the  filial 
relation  ; and  we  learn  to  transfer  to  the  Deity  that 
gratitude  and  veneration  with  which  the  tender  offices 
and  wifdom  of  our  parents  firffc  infpired  us.  It  is  not 
the  objedl  of  Chriflianity  to  overturn,  but  to  regulate 
the  ceconomy  of  the  human  mind;  and  if  benevolence 
muft  have  its  foundation  in  private  affe£Iion,the  divine 
law  which  directs  the  former,  neceffarily  inculcates 
the  latter.” 
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from  M/s  H.  More  to  Dr.  Percifal. 

“ Brijlol,  Aug.  22,  1784. 

% 

5i  I Defire  you  to  accept  of  my  bed  thanks  for 
the  honour  and  pleafureyou  have  done  me,  in  think- 
ing me  worthy  to  receive  from  your  hands  your  mod 
excellent  Socralic  Difcourfe . I do  not  know  whether 

I am  mod  pieafed  with  the  defign,  or  the  execution 
of  it.  For  by  making  your  well-chofen  little  dories 

* The  letters  of  Dr.  Percival,  which  gave  occafion  to  this  and 
the  following  communications,  have  not  been  preferved  ; the  above 
communications,  however,  are  inferted  in  this  place,  as  they  contain 
criticifms  on  feveral  of  Dr.  Percival’s  compofitions,  which  are  valu- 
able, as  they  proceed  from  perfons  of  diltinguifhed  talents  andtafte. 

The  Editor  takes  fhis  opportunity  to  obferve,  that  he  has  on 
feveral  occasions  introduced  into  the  prefent  colle&ion  the  commu- 
nications of  Dr.  Percival’s  literary  correfpondents,  even  when  not 
accompanied  by  the  replies  to  which  they  probably  gave  rife;  but 
he  has  been  careful  to  infert  thofe  only  which  contribute  to  refleft 
light  on  the  fentiments,  the  conduct,  or  the  writings,  of  the  Subject 
of  his  narrative;  agreeably  to  the  acknowledged  maxim,  that  the 
character  of  an  individual  is  moll  perfe&ly  illuftrated  by  a view 
of  the  eftimation  which  he  has  borne  among  his  cotemporaries. 

The  Editor  begs  leave  at  the  fame  time  to  exprefs  his  fenfe  of 
the  obliging  indulgence  of  thofe  individuals  who  have  enabled  him 
to  enrich  thefe  pages  with  their  literary  epiftle?. 
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all  fubferv’ient  to  your  general  plan,  and  each  contri- 
buting to  ill  nitrate  fome  important  truth;  they  all 
appear  in  a ftriking  light,  and  ;..IFord  new  pleafure 
from  being  confidered  in  new  points  of  view.  Your 
concluding  Effay , on  a Eajle  for  the  Beauties  of  Na- 
ture, proves  fufficiently  that  the  author  obferves  the 
Horatian  maxim  of  pofieffing  what  he  recommends 
to  others.  It  is,  indeed,  written  in  the  true  fpirit 
of  good  tafte  ; and  perhaps  I do  not  like  it  the 
worfe,  becaufe  I fancy  I difcover  a coincidence  with 
1 my  own  private  fentiments,  particularly  in  the  rela- 
tion between  moral  and  natural  beauty.  For  I am 
flrongly  inclined  to  think,  that  there  is  a natural 
love  of  virtue  in  every  mind  which  contains  the 
genuine  principles  of  good  tafle.  I hope,  Sir,  you 
will  confent  that  your  ufeful  labours  may  become 
more  generally  ufeful,  by  prefenting  the  public*  with 
a work  which  I have  no  doubt  will  meet  with  a 
reception  equal  to  its  merit; — c'eji  tout  direJ* 

* The  Traft  alluded  to  was  at  that  time  printed  only  for  tjie 
author’s  diftribution,  but  was  afterwards  publifed. 
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From  Dr.  Aikin  to  the  fame. 

“ Warrington , 1784. 

tc  WHEN  I had  the  pleafure  of  feeing  you  laft  at 
Warrington,  the  difcourfe  in  which  we  were  en- 
gaged made  me  entirely  forget  the  acknowledgments 
I ought  to  have  paid  for  your  late  very  agreeable 
and  elegant  prefent.*  There  is  no  circumftance  in 
the  literary  hiftory  of  the  prefent  age  more  pleating, 
than  the  attention  which  has  been  paid  by  writers 
of  the  greateil  abilities  and  reputation  to  the  in- 
ftruCtion  of  young  minds,  by  works  formed  on  a 
much  better  plan  for  that  purpofe  than  the  genera- 
lity of  thofe  before  extant.  Your  productions  and 
example  in  this  point  have  been  of  the  greateft  utility. 
I hope  you  will  be  animated  by  a confcioufnefs  of 
the  good  you  are  doing,  to  proceed  in  the  fame  walk, 
and  complete  your  well-conceived  plans. 

“ I have  formerly  taken  the  liberty  to  exprefs  to 
you  my  peculiar  fatisfa&ion  in  the  defign  of  teaching 


* Moral  Talcs,  Fables,  and  Reflexions; 
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virtue  by  examples , and  appealing  to  the  feelings  of 
of  youth  as  much  as  to  their  reafon.  I am  alfo 
much  gratified  with  the  approbation  you  have  ma- 
nifefted,  of  my  attempt  to  unite  the  flndies  of 
Natural  H.flory  and  Poetry,  by  your  elegant  and 
judicious  fupplementary  remarks  on  the  fame  fubjech 
I think  you  have  done  very  right  in  taking  Philofo- 
phy  alfo  into  the  alliance;  in  Poetry,  as  in  every 
other  kind  of  compofitron,  I believe  we  cannot  con- 
hftently  flop  fhort  of  Boileau’s  maxim,  Rien  n'eft 
beau  que  le  vrai;  le  vrai  feul  ejl  aimable.  I hope 
foon  to  make  a fmall  return  for  your  kindnefs,  by 
a work  now  ready  for  the  prefs,  to  which  your  ex'- 
ample  has  a good  deal  contributed.  It  is  defigned 
for  the  inftrnftion  and  amnfement  of  youth  in  parti- 
cular, and  will  be  entitled  the  Calendar  of  Nature. 
In  this  I go  through  each  month  in  order,  deferibing 
the  hate  of  the  weather,  the  various  appearances  in 
nature,  in  the  animal  and  vegetable  kingdoms,  the 
agricultural  and  other  ceconomical  employments  of 
the  feafon,  & c.  A good  many  poetical  quotations 
are  interfperfed,  to  enliven  the  work,  and  infpiie  a 
talle  for  poetry.  It  will  be  but  a fhort  piece,  and  I 
v.ifii  to  print  it  in  fuch  a fize  and  form  as. to  give  it  a 
(hare  of  pretty  general  reception. 
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6£  I have  been  lately  reading  a mod  entertaining 
work,  Huet,  de  Rebus  ad  eum  pertinentibus , from 
which  I cannot  forbear  copying  a line  or  two  of  the 
chara&er  of  Salmafius ; as  I think  you  will  at  once 
be  (truck  with  its  applicablenefs  to  a very  refpectable 
acquaintance  of  ours.  c Si  quis  ccrte  animum  ejas 
atque  mores  et  fcripta  cejlimare  velit , arrogans  fuijje 
i videatur , contumax  fibique  prcefidens  ; - at  in  ufu  et 
confuetudine  vita  nihil  placidius , nihil  mitius;  comis9 
etiam  urbanus , et  officii  plenusd 

<c  Mr. has  much  furprized  me  by  a quotation 

he  has  fent  me  from  Warner  on  the  Eyes ; in  which 
he  aiferts,  that  all  his  patients  in  the  jaundice  faw 
yellow.  I had  perfectly  agreed  with  you,  from  my 
own  experience  and  enquiries,  in  confidering  this  as 
a vulgar  error;  but  fuch  a modern  and  apparently 
refpe&able  witnefs  on  the  other  fide  daggers  me ; 
and  yet  I dill  think  the  fa<d  improbable  in  ltfelf,  and 
can  fcarcely  conceive  that  nature  would  be  fo  varia- 
ble in  fuch  a circumdance,  as  that  it  diould  happen  to 
all  one  perfon’s  patients,  and  to  none  of  another’s.” 
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From  Doclor  Percival  to  F.  B.  Percival,  at 
St.  John’s  College , Cambridge. 


<c  My  dear  Son,  Manchejler , Feb.  10,  1785. 

I Approve  very  much  of  the  Converfation  Society 
you  have  edabliflied.  Such  inftitutions  promote  the 
fpirit  of  ftudy  by  the  emulation  which  they  excite  ; 
and  whilft  they  heighten  the  zed  for  knowledge,  they 
give  accuracy  and  permanency  to  our  acquirements. 
But  I lament  that  you  devote  a part  of  Sunday  to 
purfuits  foreign  to  that  day.  Religion  and  Ethics, 
confidered  in  an  intellectual  view,  hold  the  Brfb 
rank  in  dignity  among  the  fciences;  and  to  be  defec- 
tive in  a fyftematic  acquaintance  with  them  is  dis- 
graceful  to  a Icholar  and  a gentleman.  But  regarding 
them  as  the  rule  of  life,  and  the  foundation  of  all  our 
future  hopes,  they  have  a pre-eminence  beyond  com- 
parifon  over  every  other  fpecies  of  learning.  With 
fuch  fentiments,  it  has  been  my  general  practice,  from 
early  youth  to  the  prefent  period,  to  fet  apart  Sundays 
to  the  molt  important  of  all  fludiesj  and  I have 
experienced  very  beneficial  elfeCts  from  this  regula- 
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tion.  It  has  greatly  diverfffied  my  ftudies,  has  often 
checked  the  Tallies  of  levity,  and  drengthened  all  the 
good  impreffions  of  a virtuous  and  pious  education. 
You  know  I am  free  from  any  fuperditious  veneration 
for  times  and  feafons  ; but  every  office  requires  fome 
flated  order  in  its  performance.  I do  not  mean  to 
recommend  the  difcuffion  of  moral  or  theological  topics 
at  your  meetings  ; for  fuch  diffiertations  among  young 
men  are  feldom  fubfervient  to  any  good.  But  I 
wifli  to  fugged  to  you  the  propriety  .of  affiembling 
on  fome  other  day  of  the  week,  if  you  can  eafily 
prevail  with  your  friends  to  comply  with  fuch  a 
propofal.”  ***** 


No.  V. 

From  the  fame  to  Do 61  or  Ha  y garth. 

* - 

“ Manchejler,  1785. 

££  YOUR  letter  has  been  delayed  in  the  pod- 
office,  or  I fhould  have  written  to  you  fooner.  * * * 
I faw  a letter  from  Mr.  Howard,  dated  November  2d, 
from  the  Lazaretto,  near  Venice.  He  complains, 
that  it  is  extremely  cold,  and  very  dirty  j but  fays. 
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lie  diall  be  releafed  in  two  days.  lie  very  drongly 
laments  the  honours  that  are  preparing  for  him  in 
liis  native  country ; and  I doubt  not,  with  the  ut- 
mod  fincerity.  But  his  concern  appears  to  me  to 
be  founded  on  falfe  principles  of  religious  humility, 
and  to  fpring  from  the  Calvinidic  do&rine  of  ori- 
ginal fin,  that  human  a&icns  have  too  much  of  the 
alloy  of  guilt  to  be  regarded  as  meritorious. — I 
have  omitted  to  add,  that  Mr.  Howard  fays,  6 what 
c would  be  moil  fui table  and  mod  agreeable  to  me, 
‘ would  be  a tomb  in  the  centre  of  one  of  your 
c prifons,’  (the  letter  is  written  to  Mr.  Blackburn, 
the  celebrated  prifon  architett,)  4 with  a plain  done, 
£ having  only  my  name  infcribed  upon  it.’ 

cc  You  will  very  foon  have  a copy  of  the 4 Memoirs’ 
of  our  Literary  Society.*  The  work  is  finifhed, 
but  the  printer  is  mod  dilatory  in  forting  the  flieets, 
&c.  I wifh  you  would  fend  us  forne  communications  j 
indeed,  I am  almod  angry  at  your  neglect  of  duty 
as  an  honorary  member  of  the  inditution.  Dr. 
Priedley  informs  me,  that  he  is  about  to  draw  up 
another  volume  of  his  Experiments.  But  the  fub- 

* The  two  firft  volumes  of  the  “ Memoirs  of  the  Literary  and 
“ Philofophical  Society  of  Manchefler ” were  pubiiihed  in  the  pre« 
fent  year. 
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fcription,  lie  fays,  for  the  expence  of  his  Labora- 
tory is  dropping.  Some  of  thofe  on  whom  he  mod 
depended,  have  difcontinued  it,  without  aligning  any 
reafon,  or  giving  any  notice ; which  laft  circumdance 
has  proved  ratiier  inconvenient  to  him.  Could  we 
not,  by  fmall  annual  contributions,  raife  a fund  for 


Two  guineas  per  annum  from  twenty  perfons  would, 
I think,  fuffice.  Be  fo  good  as  to  confider  of  this 
propofal,  and  to  inform  me  what  number  you  think 
might  accede  to  it  in  Cheder.” 


“ ASSURED  of  the  liberality  of  your  mind,  I 
intimated  to  you  the  plan  I had  in  contemplation, 
relative  to  Dr.  Priedley.  That  plan  has  fince  been 
changed  for  a better;  and  lad  night  the  following 
refolutions  were  propofed  and  carried  in  the  Philo- 
fophical  Society  with  the  mod  cordial  unanimity. 


the  fupport  of  this  excellent  philofopher’s  purfuits? 
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From  the  Same  to  the  Same. 
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Manchejler , 1785. 
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ec  i.  The  Literary  and  Philofophical  Society  of 
Manchefter,  taking  into  mature  confideration  the 
importance  of  thofe  experiments  and  refearches  in 
which  the  Rev.  Dr.  Prieftley  is  engaged,  to  the 
intereft  of  the  arts,  of  commerce,  and  of  fcience;  and 
defirous  to  offer  a tribute  of  refpeff  to  fo  diftin- 
guifhed  a member  of  their  inftitution,  unanimoufly 
refolve,  that  a fum  not  lefs  than  50I.  fhall  be  re- 
mitted to  him  by  their  authority,  and  in  their  name, 
for  the  purpofe  of  promoting  and  extending  his 
philofophical  purfuits. 

“ 2.  Refol.ved,  that  the  fubfcripbon  fo  liberally 
formed  by  feveral  members  of  this  Society  for  the 
purpofe  of  carrying  into  effeff  the  contribution 
above  propofed,  be  received  as  a part  of  the  fund 
of  the  Society  appropriated  to  the  ufe  which  has 
been  fpecified  ; and  that  the  deficiency  of  it  be  fup- 
plied,  if  neceffary,  out  of  the  joint  ftock  now  in  the 
treafurer’s  hands. 

cc  But  no  deficiency  occurred,  the  fubfcription  was 
inflantly  completed  with  a degree  of  zeal  and  gene- 
rofity  which  refle&s  great  honour  on  the  members 
of  our  Inftitution.” 


• F THOMAS  PERCIVAL,  M.  D. 
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No.  VII. 

From  the  Same  to  the  Same. 

. I 

44  Manchejler , 1785. 

4£  AGREEABLY  to  your  requefl,  I tranfmitted 
two  guineas,  with  the  fum  voted  by  our  Society  to 
Dr.  Prieftley.  In  a letter  from  Dr.  Prieftley.,  which 
difplays  an  excellent  heart,  he  informs  me  that  the 
deficiency  in  the  annual  fubfcription  for  the  fupport 
of  his  Laboratory  amounts  to  forty-jive  pounds. 
The  whole,  when  duly  paid,  amounted  to  fomething 
more  than  a hundred.  He  has  had  two  propofals  of 
a penfion  from  the  king,  made  by  thofe  who,  if  he 
had  approved  of  it,  could  have  carried  it  into 
execution.  But  he  declined  them  both,  wiflfing  to 
be  independent.  4 With  refpeft  to  myfelf,’  fays  he, 
4 I am  as  rich  as  1 wilh  to  be.  My  fons  will  have 
£ employments,  which  I prefer  to  eftates,  under  their 
4 uncles ; fo  that  I really  think  my  lot  the  happiefl 
4 in  the  world,  as  I can  devote  my  whole  time  to 
4 ufeful  and  pleafing  purfuits  ; and  if  one  fail,  I can 
4 fly  to  another.’  I have  forwarded  your  letter  of 
introduttion,  &c.” 
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No.  VIII. 

From  Mifs  H,  More  to  Dr.  Fercival . 

tc  BriJlol^Aug.  8,  1785. 

I Return  you  a thoufand  thanks  for  the  ingeni- 
ous 1 trie  work  which  you  did  me  the  honour  to 
fend  me.*  As  my  ignorance  of  the  charming  fcience 
to  which  it  relates,  makes  my  good  opinon  of  it  of 
no  value,  I trufled  it  into  the  hands  of  my  excellent 
friends,  the  late  Duchefs  Dowager  of  Portland,  and 
Mrs.  Delany,  and  fome  other  perfons,  whofe  elegant 
tafle  and  exaft  knowledge  of  natural  hiftory  made 
them  worthy  to  polfefs  it ; and  they  were  all  thankful 
for  the  pleafure  I had  given  them. 

“ For  my  own  part,  Sir,  however  I may  be  pleafed 
with  the  ingenuity  of  the  performance,  my  paffion 
for  flow'ers  is  fo  great,  that  I dare  not  become  a 
profelyte  to  your  hypothefis;  for  what  would  become 
of  me,  if  every  time  I gathered  a bunch  of  pinks  or 
roles,  I had  to  accufe  tnyfelf  of  making  whole 

* “ Speculations  concerning  the  Perceptive  Powers  of  J egeta- 
“ blesf  an  Eflay,  read  before  the  Literary  and  Philofophical  Society 
of  Manchefter,  and  printed  in  the  fecond  volume  ol  its  Memoirs. 
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families  of  widows  and  orphans  ? In  truth,  the  fancy 
is  fo  pretty  and  poetical,  that  if  I had  not  renounced 
fuch  idle  company  as  the  Mufes,  I fhould  be  tempted 
to  write  the  tragedy  of  Flora,  with  the  dramatis  per- 
fona  from  the  parterre,  and  the  Chorus  from  the 
Ihrubbery.  There  is  really  fomething  fo  tender  and 
amiable  in  the  conjecture,  that  it  has  caught  hold  of 
my  imagination,  and  I am  fo  little  of  a philofopher 
that  a conjecture  amufes  me  almoft  as  much  as 
a faCt. 

tc  I take  the  liberty  to  offer  to  your  acceptance  a 
book,  which  I hope  will  have  the  good  fortune  to 
amufe  you,  from  the  fingular  circumftances  of  the 
author.” 


No.  IX. 

From  Dr.  Percival  to  the  Right  Rev. 
the  Bishop  of  Lanlaff, 

cc  Manchefer , Aug.  29,  1785. 

<c  THE  kindnefs  to  me  and  to  my  fon,  evinced  by 
your  Lordfhip’s  obliging  attention  to  the  fubjeCt  on 
which  I confulted  you,  deferves  my  grateful  acknow- 
ledgments. I fhall  wait  for  the  further  information 
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with  which  you  indulgently  promifed  to  favour  me, 
before  I decide  concerning  the  time  of  his  removal 
from  Cambridge.  Since  the  receipt  of  your  letter, 

I have  been  honoured  with  the  prefent  of  your  Theo- 
logical Tracis;  for  which  I beg  leave  to  return  my 
fmcere  thanks.  I (hall  ever  highly  prize  a work  of 
fuch  intrinfic  merit  ; and  by  confidering  it  as  a 
memorial  of  your  friendly  regard,  its  value  will  be 
enhanced  in  my  eflimation.  I am  charmed  with  the 
candour,  the  liberality,  and  the  fpirit  of  catholicifm, 
which  your  Lordfhip  has  avowed  with  fuch  energy 
and  freedom  in  your  preface.  The  true  Chriftian 
charity  of  a Biihop  which  you  have  there  manifeded, 
will  promote  the  intereds  of  the  Church  of  England 
far  more  honourably  and  permanently  than  creeds, 
teds,  or  anathemas.  You  have  proved  you rfelf  the 
generous  minider  of  peace  ; and  if  others  would  fol- 
low your  laudable  example,  by  offering  the  olive 
branch  indead  of  brandifhing  the  fword,  or  throwing 
down  the  gauntlet,  I hope  and  truft  an  end  might  be 
put  to  theological  contention  and  hodility.  A zeal 
for  truth  is  doubtlefs  of  importance  to  the  caufe  of 
religion  and  virtue ; but  it  fhould  be  governed  by 

\ 

_ wifdom,  and  tempered  by  meeknefs.  Wifdom  will 

% i 

guard  us  againff  the  delufions  of  the  imagination. 
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and  teach  us-  to  appreciate  the  value  of  every  doc- 
trine  by  its  proportional  influence  on  our  affeftions 
and  our  conduct;  and  meeknefs  will  reitiain  all 
acrimony,  arrogance,  and  uturpation  over  the  con- 
fciences  of  others.  Vain  and  unjullifinble  mufl  appear 
the  controveriies  that  have  enflamed  the  world,  when 

i 

meafured  by  fuch  flandards. 

« I (hall  be  happy  to  hear  from  your  Lordfliip  at 
your  leifurej  and  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  very 
fincere  refpeft  and  efteem,  <kc.’y 


No.  X. 

j From  the  Rev.  William  Robertson , D.  D. 
to  Dr.  Percifal . 

“ Buxton ,-  Nov.  6,  1785. 

« I Return  you  thanks  for  your  obliging  atten- 
tion, in  communicating  to  me  the  plan  of  your  new 
Academy*  at  Manchefter.  I had  fo  many  opportu- 
nities of  being  acquainted  with  the  abilities  of  the 

* Academy  for  the  Education  of  Proteftant  Difienting  Minifters 
and  others;  limilar  to  the  Inftitution  at  Warrington,  which  had 
recently  been  diflolved.  The  liberality  of  fentiment  difplayed  by 
Dr.  Robertfon  in  the  above  letter,  and  in  a former  one,  (lee  note 
page  xxxix,)  are  fo  honourable  to  his  memory,  that  this  circum- 
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mafters,  and  the  proficiency  of  the  (Indents,  in  the 
Academy  at  Warrington,  that  I could  not  but  think 
favourably  of  the  Inftitution,  and  regret  the  diiTolu- 
tion  of  it.  I hope  it  will  now  revive  with  the  fame 
liberal  fpirit  at  Manchefler,  and  under  another  name 
purfue  the  fame  ufeful  objefts.  I can  fee  no  inter- 
ference of  your  fcheme  with  the  new  plan  of  educa- 
tion, which  is  forming  in  the  South.  There  is  room 
for  both ; and  if  they  fliall  be  eftablifhed  on  fuch 
principles  as  one  may  expeft  from  the  fpirit  of  the 
age,  I hope  they  may  become  feminaries  of  education, 
not  for  Diflenters  only,  but  for  perfons  of  every 
denomination.  If  you  fliall  be  of  opinion,  that  an 
academical  degree  may  be  of  any  benefit  to  any  of 
the  Mafters  in  your  new  Inftitution,  I need  not  fay 
that  any  recommendation  coming  from  you,  or  my 

good  friend  Mr.  B ■,  will  be  received  by  me  with 

the  greateft  attention.  If  your  fon  be  with  you,  I 
beg  to  be  remembered  to  him.  I fliall  be  much 
difappointed,  indeed,  if  from  that  young  man  you  do 

not  derive  both  much  comfort  and  much  honour.’1 

******  * 

Ibnce  alone  might  render  them  deferving  of  publication.  But  they 
may  ferve  alfo  to  manifeft  the  zeal  of  Dr.  Percival,  in  exciting 
among  eminent  perfons  an  intereft  in  the  fuccefs  of  the  new 
Academical  Eftablilhment, 
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No.  XI. 

From  Dr.  Percival  to  Dr.  Haygarth. 

» i 

“ Manchejier , 1786. 

“ I Moll  cordially  rejoice  that  your  very  benevolent 
and  judicious  4 Inquiry  3 how  to  prevent  the  Small- 

9 

Pox,  has  already  excited,  and  is  likely  {till  more  exten- 
fively  to  excite,  the  attention  and  approbation  of  the 
public;  and  I admire  the  fteadinefs  and  zeal  with  which 
you  haveprofecuted  this  plan.  My  teftimonial  in  its 
favour  can  weigh  only  like  a feather  in  the  balance* 
But  I flrali  feel  a pride  and  a pleafure  in  contributing 
in  any  degree  towards  the  accompli  fhment  of  your  lau- 
dable views;  and  I (hall  reconfider  your  queries  with 
attention.  Towards  the  end  of  next  month  I {hall 
be  happy  in  an  opportunity  of  conferring  with  you  at 
Warrington  on  thefe  and  other  interefling  topics;  and 
I have  a project  to  lay  before  you  for  inducing  the 
Emprefs  of  Ruflia  to  adopt  the  fclieme  of  extermi- 
nating the  fmall-pox  in  her  dominions.  This  great 
woman,  you  know,  not  only  pollHes  the  fpirit  of 
enterprize,  and  the  power  to  carry  her  councils  into 
eheft;  but  has  manifefted  a particular  knowledge. 
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and  drong  intered,  in  the  fubjeX  of  your  ‘Inquiry/ 
Now  I wdi  you  to  prefix  to  the  French  edition  of 
this  work  a dedication  to  her  Imperial  Majefty,  da- 
t:ng,  in  the  mod  forcible  terms,  the  expediency  and 
practicability  of  your  fcheme,  and  the  honour  and 
benefit  tnat  would  redound  to  the  Sovereign  who 
accomplidies  it.  If  you  have  no  connexions  at 
St.  Peterfburgh,  I am  perfuaded  that  Dr.  Rogerfon, 
fird  phyfician  to  the  Emprefs,  who  lately  vifited  me, 
would  enter  cordiall)  into  your  defigns.  Or  the 
Princefs  Dachkow,  who  is  well  acquainted  with  Mr. 

, might  be  defired  to  prefent  the  book  in  due 

form. 

£C  The  paragraph  in  your  letter  refpeXing  your 
health,  gives  me  much  concern ; and  I regret  that  you 
have  not  been  more  explicit.  My  kind  phyfician, 
feparate  from  the  claims  of  frienddiip,  has  a jud  right 
to  my  bed  fervices. 

“ I have  jud  been  interrupted  by  a gentleman  com- 
ing to  invite  me  to  meet  a dranger  of  didinXion  from 
Rudia,  who  is  to  dine  with  him  to-morrow.  Be 
allured  that  I dfall  not  negleX  the  opportunity  of 
conferring  with  him  about  your  Inquiry.  Did  I ever 
mention  to  you  an  agreeable  proof  which  I received 
early  this  dimmer,  of  the  freedom  of  the  French  prefs.? 
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M.Boulard,  an  advocate  of  the  firft  eminence  at  Paris, 
has  prefented  to  me  the  tranflation  of  my  ‘ Socratic 
Difcourfe  on  Truth  and  Faithfulnefs,,  without  the 
leaft  foftening  of  any  of  the  paffages  concerning  civil 
and  religious  liberty  ; yet  it  is  printed  with  the  appro- 
bation et  privilege  da  Roi.”  * * *'  ""  " * 


No.  XII. 
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From  James  Beattie,  LL.D.  to  Dr.  Percival . 

* * 

<e  Aberdeen , Dec.  24,  1786. 

“ A Tedious  indifpofition  which  came  on  laft  au- 
tumn, and  of  which  I have  not  yet  got  the  better, 
has  made  me  delay  longer  than  I wifhed,  to  acknow- 
ledge^  the  receipt  of  your  very  kind  and  entertaining 

letter  of  the  1 8th  of  October.  Permit  me  now,  Sir, 

% 

to  return  my  belt  thanks  for  it,  and  to  tell  you  that 
nothing  could  have  gratified  me  more  than  the  fa- 
vourable opinion  which  you  and  the  other  members 
of  your  Literary  and  Philofophical  Society  have  been 
pleafed  to  form  of  my  little  book  on  the  Evidences  of 


I 
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our  Religion.  It  has  met  with  a better  reception 
than  I could  have  expe&ed  from  the  laity  ; and  fome 
very  didinguilhed  chara&ers  among  the  clergy  have 
honoured  it  with  their  approbation.  I had  long 
intended  to  attempt  fomething  in  this  way ; and  I 
believe  it  is  not  lefs  than  fifteen  years  fince  it  was 
begun.  The  occafion  of  publishing  it  is  mentioned 
in  the  preface. 

c:  I am  happy  to  hear  your  Society  continue  their 
literary  purfuits  with  fo  much  zeal  and  fuccefs ; my 
bed  willies  will  ever  attend  them.  The  Tran fadions 
they  lately  publilhed  is,  I am  told,  a very  valuable 
colle&ion.  I hope  to  fee  it  in  a few  weeks.  But  it 
is  long  before  even  the  bed  works  find  their  way  into 
this  remote  corner.  I fhall  be  proud  to  fee  any 
thing  of  mine  in  the  next  publication';  and  diall  pro- 
bably, as  foon  as  I have  health  and  leifure,  trouble  the 
Society  with  fome  petty  Efiay  of  one  fort  or  other. 

“ Your  account  of  Dr.  Franklin  is  very  intereding. 
The  powers  of  body  and  mind  which  that  extraordi- 
nary man  has  pofleded  through  fo  long  a life,  are 
indeed  wonderful.  I once  had  the  honour  to 
dine  with  him  at  Iflington,  in  the  year  1771,  if  I 
midake  not,  and  then  looked  up  to  him  with  that 
veneration  which  became  me.  The  abilities  he  has 
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difplayed  fince  that  time  give  wonderful  elevation  to 
his  chara&er. 

££  I fincerely  wifli  Dr.  Priedley  fuccefs  in  his  lau- 
dable endeavours  to  convert  the  Jews.  The  time  will 
come,  no  doubt,  when  the  eyes  of  that  people  (hall  be 
opened  ; but  their  difinclination  to  the  company  and 
to  the  writings  of  Chridians  is  fucn,  as  feems  to  inti- 
mate that  it  is  Hill  very  remote.  Chridians,  however, 
ought  to  do  their  bed,  and  to  hope  for  the  bed.” 


[The  letter  refpefting  the  habits  and  purfuits  of 
Dr.  Franklin,  to  which  Dr.  Beattie  refers  in  the 
above  communication,  has  unfortunately  been  de- 

droyed. The  following  letter,  from  that  eminent 

philofopher,  during  his  refidence  in  France,  may 
be  deemed  curious,  both  on  account  of  the  mat- 
ter which  it  contains,  and  as  it  was  written  in  the  79th 
of  his  age,  evincing  the  fame  vein  of  humour  which 
chara&erifed  him  through  life.] 


VOL.  I. 


ll 


Cxiv  CORRESPONDENCE 


From  Dr.  Franklin  to  Dr.  Percival. 

“ Pojfy , near  Paris , July  17,  1784. 

£C  I Received  yelterday  your  kind  letter  of  May  the 
1 1 til,  with  the  moft  agreeable  prefent  of  your  new 
book. * I read  it  all  before  1 flept ; which  is  a proof 
of  the  good  effeft  your  happy  manner  has  of  drawing 
your  readers  on,  by  mixing  little  anecdotes  and  hifto- 
rical  facts  with  your  Inflructions.  Be  pleafed  to  accept 
my  thankful  acknowledgments  for  the  pleafure  it  has 
afforded  me.  It  is  aflonifhing  that  the  murderous 
praftice  of  duelling,  which  you  fo  juftly  condemn, 
Ihould  continue  fo  long  in  vogue.  Formerly,  when 
duels  were  ufed  to  determine  law-fuits,  from  an  opi- 
nion that  Providence  would  in  every  inftance  favour 
truth  and  right  with  victory,  they  were  more  excufa- 
ble.  At  prefent  they  decide  nothing.  A man  fay§ 
fomething,  which  another  tells  him  is  a lie.  They 
fight ; but  whichever  is  killed,  the  point  in  difpute 
remains  unfettled.  To  this  purpofe  they  have  a 
pleafant  ftory  here. — A gentleman  in  a coffee-houfe 


* ‘ A Father’s  Injlruftiom? 
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defired  another  to  fit  further  from  him. — Why  fo  ? 
Becaufe,  Sir,  you  finell  offenfively. — That  is  an 
affront,  and  you  mud  fight  me. — I will  fight  you,  if 
you  infid  upon  it  5 but  I do  not  fee  how  that  will 
mend  the  matter;  for  if  you  kill  me,  I fhall  fmell 
too  ; and  if  I kill  you,  you  will  fmell  if  podible  worfe 
than  you  do  at  prefent. — How  can  fuch  miferable 
finners  as  we  are  entertain  fo  much  pride,  as  to  con- 
ceive that  every  offence  againd  our  imagined  honour 
merits  death!  Thefe  petty  princes,  in  their  own 
opinion,  would  call  that  fovereign  a tyrant,  who  diould 
put  one  of  them  to  death  for  a little  uncivil  language, 
though  pointed  at  his  facred  perfon  : yet  every  one 

1 

of  them  makes  himfelf  judge  in  his  own  caufe,  con- 
demns the  offender  without  a jury,  and  undertakes 
himfelf  to  be  the  executioner. 

“ Our  friend  Mr.  V. may,  perhaps,  commu- 

municate  to  you  fome  conj e&ures  of  mine  relating  to 
the  cold  of  lad  winter,  which  I fent  him  in  return  for 
the  Obfervations  on  Cold,  of  Profeffor  Wilfon.  If 
he  diould,  and  you  think  them  worthy  fo  much 
notice,  you  may  diew  them  to  your  Phjlofophical 
Society,  to  which  I widi  all  imaginable  fuccefs : 
their  rules  feem  to  me  excellent.  With  fmcere  and 
great  edeem,  I have  the  honour  to  be,  &c  ” 
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No.  XIII.  1 

From  Dr.  Percifal  to  * * *. 

ec  Manchcjler , Feb.  4,  178 7. 

“ I AM  happy  to  avail  myfelf  of  this  oppor- 
tunity of  fending  to  your  Lordfhip  two  difcourfes, 
delivered  on  the  edablifhment,  and  at  the  commenc- 
ment,  of  the  Mancheder  Academy.  The  principles 
on  which  this  Inditution  is  founded,  will,  I truft,  not 
only  meet  with  your  candid  indulgence,  but  be 

honoured  with  your  approbation  ; for  I am  perfuaded 

* > 

you  are  a fincere  and  zealous  friend  to  the  caufe  of 
civil  and  religious  liberty,  and  that  you  poffefs  in  an 
eminent  degree  that  fpirit  of  catholicifm,  which  forms 
an  important  branch  of  Chriftian  charity,  and  which 
promotes  the  intereds  of  the  Church  of  England 
under  its  prefent  excellent  governors,  far  more  power- 
fully than  creeds,  tefts,  or  anathemas. 

“ The  Roman  Catholics,  I am  informed,  have  a 
defign  to  purchafe  the  building  of  the  late  Academy 
of  Warrington,  for  the  purpofe  of  eflablifhing  a great 
feminary  of  education  for  their  youth.  Dr.  Berring- 
ton,  a pried  didinguiflied  for  learning  and  liberality  of 
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fentiment,  is  the  planner  of  this  fcheme;  and  I 
believe  'it  is  fupported  by  many  perfons  of  high  rank 
among  the  Papifts.  I cordially  wiih  fuccefs  to  fo 
laudable  an  undertaking.  For  it  is  a difgrace  to 
this  country,  and  injurious  to  fome  of  its  beft  int6- 
refts,  that  the  Catholics  fhould  be  compelled  to  feek 
for  tuition  abroad.  When  inftru&ed  ill  this  enlight- 
ened land,  they  may  retain  the  nominal  diflinclion 
of  their  church,  but  will  affuredly  lofe  the  fpirit  of  it. 
Indeed,  reformation  is  now  making  rapid  advances 
in  almoft  every  country  of  Europe ; and  I have 
lately  received  a pleafing  proof  of  the  liberty  of  the 
prefs  in  France,  and  that  works  very  adverfe  to  the 
principles  of  Popery  may  have  the  approbation  et  pri- 
vilege du  Roi.  An  advocate  of  the  iirft  rank  at 
Paris  has  fent  me  his  tranflation  of  the  Socratic  Dis- 
eourfe , which  I publifhed  about  three  years  ago.  It 
is  rendered  into  French  without  the  fuppreihon  of 
one  obfervation,  or  the  foftening  of  one  expreilion; 
except  the  infertion  of  an  occafional  note,  to  intimate 
that  c fuch  an  error  is  to  be  excufed,  as  the  author 
c is  a Proteftaut.* 

“ By  a letter  I lately  received  from  Dr.  Beattie,  I 
learn  that  his  Treatife  on  the  Evidences  of  Chris- 
tianity has  met  with  a very  favourable  reception 
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both  from  the  laity  and  clergy.  It  is,  indeed,  a valu- 
able work.  I wiih  Dr.  Beattie  would  employ  his 
pen  in  the  defence  of  fome  doctrines  of  natural  reli- 
gion, particularly  the  fpirituality  and  immortality  of 
the  ioul,  which  have  been  zealoufly  affailed  even  by 
believers  in  revelation. 

£C  The  bottom  of  the  page  reminds  me  of  the  un- 
reafonable  length  of  this  letter  ; but  I trull  your 
Lordlhip  will  excufe  it,  and  that  you  will  believe  me 
with  every  fentiment  of  refpefl  and  elteem,  &c.” 


No.  XIV. 

Ft  ~om  Dr.  Vercival  to  Dr.  Hatgarth. 

e<  Manchefter , 178 7. 

“ THE  return  of  — — affords  me  an  opportu- 
nity of  fending  a final!  packet  to  you.  At  the  fame 
time  permit  me  to  thank  you  for  your  lad  kind, 
though  very  fliort,  letter,  and  for  the  account  of  the 
meteors,  which  accompanied  it.  This  I communi- 
cated to  our  Society,  but  do  not  hear  that  any  of  the 
members  offered  any  obfcrvations  to  illuflrate,  or 
had  feen,  the  phenomenon.  The  propofals  for  Mr. 
Nicholfon’s  Hi  dory  of  Electricity  were  fent  me  by 
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Lord  George  Cavendiffi,  with  a requeft  that  I would 
filtered:  ray  friends  in  the  execution  of  the  work,  by 
procuring  from  them  fu-ch  medical  or  philofophical 
information  as  may  contribute  to  it.  M.  Sauffure’s 
relation  of  his  afcent  to  the  top  of  Mont  Blanc,  will 
entertain  you.  When  you  return  it,  (which  I wifh  to 
be  foon,  becaufe  it  will  be  read  at  our  Society,)  be 
fo  good  as  to  flirnifh  me  with  fpecimen  alterum  Ph. 
Lond.  The  copy  Sir  George  Baker  promifed  to  fend 
me,  I prefume  has  been  loft  on  the  road.  Are  you 

i 

making  any  exertions  at  Chefter  to  fupprefs  the 
Slave  Trade  ? Mr.  Wilberforce  is  to  bring  forward 
a Bill  in  Parliament  refpe£ting  it.  You  formerly 
recommended  to  me  Neckar  on  the  Finances  of 
.France;  and  I now  recommend  to  you  the  Life  of 
M.  Turgot,  by  the  Marquis  de  Condorcet.  You  will 
find  that  great  minifler  had  in  contemplation  the 
abolition  of  the  horrid  traffic  in  the  human  fpecies. 
Virginia,  New- York,  and  Carolina,  have  now  united 
in  meafures  to  put  an  end  to  it. 

Mr.  Howard*  is  preparing  a bill  to  be  brought 
into  Parliament  this  feffion,  to  reflrain  the  ufe  of 

* Dr.  Percival  maintained  a friendlhip  and  occalional  corres- 
pondence with  this  diftinguifhed  philanthropic,  till  the  period  of 
his  death. 
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liquors  in  prifons.  He  fays  jocularly  to  his  friends, 
that  had  a flatue  been  erected  to  him,  (as  was 
defigned)  this  bill  would  have  occafloned  its  demo- 
lition, &e.” 


No.  XV. 

From  the  Same  to  the  Same . 

“ Manchejler , 1787. 

“ I NEED  not  exprefs  to  my  dear  Friend  my 
cordial  fympathy  with  him  on  the  prefent  melancholy 
occafion.  With  the  feelings  of  a father,  who  has 
experienced  pangs  like  your’s,  I feel  for  you ; and 
I may  comfort  you  by  the  affurance  that  the  con- 
tinued view  of  irremediable  fuffering  in  thofe  we 
love,  exceeds  the  bitternefs  of  death  itfelf  ; and  that 
when  this  overwhelming  trial  is  part,  the  confolations 
of  religion  elevate  a virtuous  mind  far  above  the 
deje&ion  of  forrow.  Attempt  not,  through  an 
auftere  and  miftaken  piety,  to  fupprefs  the  emotions 
of  your  grief.  Indulge  your  tears  ; Jesus  wept  for 
Lazarus  ; and  refignation  implies  in  its  eflence  a very 
high  degree  of  fenfibility.  But  it  implies  alfo  that 
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we  direft  our  attention  from  the  flroke  of  diftrefs  to 
the  Sovereign  Hand  that  hath  infli&ed  it ; and  that 
we  forrow,  with  hope  in  his  goodnefs,  and  confidence 
in  the  wifdom  and  equity  of  all  his  difpenfations. 

• t 

- “ Permit  me  to  recommend  to  you  the  perufal  of 
Harris’s  Dialogue  on  HappinefSj  particularly  the 
iatter  part  of  it.”  * * * 


No.  XVI. 

From  the  Same  to  the  Sa?ne, 

t 

, u Manchejler , 1787. 

“ YOUR  very  friendly  anxiety  about  my  health 
merits  my  moft  grateful  acknowledgments;  and  I am 
concerned  that  your  kind  enquiries  have  not  beeu 
fooner  anfwered.  The  truth  is,  it  is  unpleafant  to 

recite  complaints Even  under  the  preflure 

of  ficknefs,  I have  fo  many  confolations,  as  ought  to 
reprefs  every  murmuring  thought ; and  with  the 
utmofl  affection  for  my  friends,  I can  look  forward  to 
a-  feparation  from  them  without  fear  or  anxiety. 
You  exprefs  an  apprehenfion  that  ftudy  or  literary 
compofition  may  be  injurious  to  me.  I have  not 
much  leifure  for  either  ; and  when  I engage  in  them, 
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they  afford  me  pleafure  without  pain  or  alloy.  The 
love  of  fame  has  long  fmee  ceafed  to  be  a fource  of 
folieitude  to  me,  and  you  have  given  me  an  obliging 
proof  that  you  feel  more  for  my  reputation  than  I do 
myfelf.  Accept  of  my  beft  thanks  for  the  kind  in- 
tereft  you  take  in  the  new  edition  of  my  volumes,  and 
for  the  trouble  you  are  at  in  re-perufing  them.  This 
is  what  I have  not  yet  done,  and  probably  may  not 
do.  Your  corrections  will  therefore  be  peculiarly 
acceptable  and  valuable  to  me.  I had  a letter  from 
****  a few  days  ago.  His  malady,  I fear,  will  continue 
to  refill  the  power  of  medicine.  How  much  is  it  to 
be  regretted,  that  the  public  fhould  Iofe  the  aflive 
fervices  of  a man  fo  eminently  qualified  to  promote 
the  caufe  of  learning,  and  of  civil  and  religious 
liberty.” 


No.  XVII. 

From  Dr.  Percifal  io  Mr.  ***. 

“ Manchefter , 1 787. 

“ I Ouoht  to  have  returned  my  acknowledgments 
fooner  for  your  very  friendly  letter,  and  your  obliging 
readinefs  to  gratify  my  willies  by  the  loan  of  the 
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Inftitutes  of  your  Society.*  This  work  is  to  me  highly 
curious  and  valuable,  and  has  heightened  the  efteem 
which  I always  entertained  for  your  religious  feCt. 

I have  often  thought  that  the  principles  and  manners 
of  the  Quakers  afford  them  advantages  over  others 
in  refpeCt  to  the  duration  of  life.  The  diligence, 
cleanlinefs,  fobriety,  and  compofure  of  mind,  by 
which  you  are  characterized  as  a body  of  men,  may 
reafonably  be  fuppofed  to  contribute  to  health  and 
longevity.  And  as  there  are  no  perfons  among  you 
in  want,  and  few  immoderately  rich,  this  compara- 
tively equal  diftribution  of  property  muff  leffen  the 
fourccs  of  difeafe,  and  furnifh  the  individuals  under 

% i 

its  preffure  with  the  neceffary  means  of  relief.  Thefe 

confiderations  led  me  many  years  ago  to  obtain  an 

» 

effimate  of  the  proportion  of  deaths  amongff  the 
Quakers  in  Manchefterj  and  I applied  at  that  time 
to  my  friend  Dr.  Fothergill,  for  information  concern- 
ing the  members  of  your  Society  in  other  places. 
He  kindly  undertook  to  gratify  me,  but  never  ac- 
complifhed  his  promife.  I wifli  you  would  confider 
the  fubjeCt,  and  purfiie  this  curious  enquiry.  It 
might  do  honour  to  your  feCt,  and  prove  an  incite- 
ment to  the  practice  of  thofe  virtues  for  which  it  is 


* Society  of  the  people  called  Quakers. 
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diftinguifhcd.  But  perhaps  it  would  be  found  that 
the  want  of  vivacity  in  your  people,  and  the  feden- 
tary  lives  of  your  females,  are  caufes  which  fliorten 
the  period  of  exiftence,  and  counterbalance  the  pecu- 
liar advantages  you  enjoy.  In  1775,  tlie  deaths 
among  the  Quakers  in  Manchefter  were  in  the  pro- 
portion of  one  to  twenty -four  \ among#  the  inhabi- 
tants at  large,  they  were  as  one  to  twenty -eight. 
But  it  fliould  be  noticed,  that  the  former  had  no  new 
acceffions  to  their  number;  whereas  fettlers  in  the 
prime  of  life  annually  pour  into  Manchefter. 

“ You  will  lament  with  me  the  failure  of  the  late 

t 

application  to  Parliament  for  the  repeal  of  the  Corpo- 
ration and  Teft  A<fts.  Is  there  not  reafon  to  appre- 
hend, from  the  conduct  of  our  governors  on  this 
occafion,  that  we  are  indebted  for  the  religious  liberty 
we  enjoy,  more  to  the  fpirit  of  the  times,  than  to 
dereliction  in  them  of  unjuft  domination?  I wifh 
your  Society  had  united  with  their  diftenting  brethren 
in  fo  equitable  a petition,  as  it  might  have  added 
energy  to  its  operation.  For  however  you  may 
ftand  affeCted  towards  the  enjoyment  of  public  ofEces, 
the  eligibility  to  them  is  one  of  your  focial  rights; 
and  a difqualification  is  not  only  an  injury,  but  car- 
ries with  it  the  ftiema  of  a crime. ' We  have  the 
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higlieft  authority,  that  of  Lord  Mansfield,  for  avert- 
ing that  Proteftant  Non-conformifls  are  not  under  the 
connivance,  but  the  exprefs  prote&ion,  of  the  law ; 
and  that  their  modes  of  worfliip  are  in  the  fulled 
fenfe  ejlablijhed.  This  was  the  fentiment,  too,  of  the 
late  Arthur  Onflow,  Speaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons ; who  obferved,  that  the  Church  of  England, 
as  diftinguiflied  from  Diflenting  places  of  worfliip,  is 
properly  fpeaking,  no  more  than  an  endowed  Church, 
which  the  law  not  only  protects,  but  endows  with 
temporalities  for  its  peculiar  fupport  and  encou- 
ragement. In  the  late  parliamentary  debates  on  this 
interefting  fubjeft,  I think  diffident  ftrefs  was  not 
laid  on  this  point.  It  would  have  led  to  an  eflential 
diftin&ion  between  the  claims  of  Roman  Catholics, 
and  thofe  of  the  Proteflants,  to  trud  and  power:  for 
the  former  are  now,  I believe,  willing  to  acknowledge 
allegiance  to  the  date.  But  their  religion  is  fubver- 
flve  of  the  eflabliflied  religion  of  the  country;  that  is, 
the  Church  of  England,  the  Kirk  of  Scotland,  the 
Quakers,  and  all  orders  ofProteflant  Diflenters,  au- 
thorized by  law;  and  the  community  has  the  fame 
right  which  an  individual  enjoys,  of  pofleiTing  and 
providing  for  the  fecurity  of  its  own  religion. 
This  provifional  fecurity,  however,  has  its  limita- 
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tyons;  and  an  Englishman  ought  to  bluSh  at  the 
feverity  of  the  penal  Statutes  againfl  the  Papifts. 

At  a late  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  the  Man- 
chester Academy,  I communicated  to  the  gentlemen 
prefent,  that  part  of  your  letter  which  relates  to  our 
Institution.  We  Should  be  rejoiced  to  be  honoured 
with  the  countenance  and  Support  of  your  Society; 
and  I truft,  the  fcruple  to  which  you  refer  may  eafily 
be  obviated.  Admitting,  as  you  do,  the  right  of 
private  judgment,  you  may  lawfully  and  confcienti- 

i 

oufly  contribute  to  the  exercife  of  that  right  amongft 
any  body  of  ChriSlians,  in  a mode  that  you  would 
not  lawfully  or  confcientioufly  adopt  yourfelves. 
Befides,  when  a plan  comprehends  Several  obje&s, 
may  not  the  aid  or  encouragement  given  be  inten- 
tionally, though  tacitly,  appropriated  to  thofe  which 
are  confonant  with  your  views  ? In  this  way  you 
voluntarily  pay  taxes  to  government ; notwithstand- 
ing you  are  apprized  that  a portion  of  their  produce 
is  devoted  both  to  the  purpofes  of  war,  and  the 

' i 

Support  of  an  eccleSiaSlical  establishment.'*  * * * 
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No.  XVIII. 

From  Dr.  Percifal  to  the  Bishop  of  Lane  ape. 

£<  Manchejier , Sept.  18,  1787. 

* * * “ I AM  truly  concerned  that  religious  liberty 
has  dill  fo  many  opponents,  both  in  our  Univerfities, 
and  in  Parliament.  How  honourable  is  it  to  thofe 
who  have  not  only  the  wifdom  to  diflinguifh,  but  the 
integrity  and  fpirit  to  affert,  the  great  and  unalie- 
nable rights  of  men,  of  Froteflants,  and  of  Chriftians! 
I had  lately  a letter  from  the  Chairman  of  the  body  of 
Diffenters  in  London,  intimating  a refolution  to  per- 
i'evere  in  their  application  for  a repeal  of  the  Corpo- 
ration and  Teft  A£ls.  It  would  promote  the  fuccefs 
of  this  meafure,  were  it  generally  underflood  that  the 
Non-conformifls,  who  have  moft wealth  and  influence, 
are  not  unfriendly  to  an  eftablifhed  national  Church, 
nor  to  Epifcopacy.  The  Liturgic  form  of  worfhip  is 
by  many,  and  in  my  opinion, -with  great  juftlce,  pre- 
ferred to  that  in  ufe  amongfl  us. 

“ I have  not  heard  direftly  from  Dr.  Franklin,  for 
more  than  ten  months;  but  Dr.  Rufli,  of  Phila- 
delphia, informs  me  that  he  is  in  good  health  and 
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Spirits,  and  a&ively  engaged  in  the  important  bufi- 
nefs  of  amending  the  federal  government  of  America. 
The  anarchy  which  has  of  late  prevailed  in  that 
country,  will  convince  the  people  of  the  necefftty  of 
invefting  the  Congrefs  with  more  power  than  has 
hitherto  been  delegated  to  it.  Under  the  prefent 
circumftances  of  the  Thirteen  Provinces,  the  appoint- 
ment of  Di&ator  in  the  perfon  of  Dr.  Franklin, 

i 

might  be  a wife  and  falutary  meafure  ; and  would  not, 
I apprehend,  at  his  period  of  life,  endanger  the  pub- 
lic liberty. 

“ Our  Literary  Society  will  refume  its  meetings 
next  month.  I wifh  your  Lordfhip’s  health  would 
permit  you  to  honour  us  with  further  communica- 
tions ; we  have  received  many  valuable  papers,  and 
another  volume  of  e Memoirs  ’ will  be  ready  for  the 
prefs  early  in  the  fpring.” 


No.  XIX. 


From  Dr.  Beattie  to  Dr.  Percifal, 


Aberdeen,  Jan.  29,  1788. 

“ SOME  days  ago,  I received  by  the  poll  a 
printed  letter,  containing  refolutions  of  a Society 
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edabli(hed  ar  Mancheder,  for  the  purpofe  of  effe&ing 

ail  abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade  ; on  which  I was  pro- 

. N ' ; 

jefting  to  write  to  you,  having  oblerved  your  name  in 
the  lift  of  the  Committee,  when  the  poll  of  Saturday 
brought  me  your  mod  agreeable  letter  of  the  21ft 
current.  I allure  you,  Sir,  that  every  word  of  your 
excellent  letter,  and  of  the  printed  resolutions,  has  my 
hearty  concurrence ; and  that  if  my  poor  fervices 

Could  be  any  ufe  in  the  bufinefs,  I Should  think 

# 

you  did  me  honour  by  commanding  them.  The 
Slavery  of  the  negroes,  and  every  other  fpecies  of 
flavery,  I hold  in  utter  abomination.  The  fubjeft 
has  been  much  in  my  thoughts  ; and  for  thefe  five 
and  twenty  years  pad  I have,  in  the  courfe  of  my 
annual  lectures,  endeavoured  to  expofe  it  in  its  genu- 
ine colours,  with  all  the  arguments  and  all  the  little 
eloquence  I am  mader  of.  I beg  leave  to  acquaint 
you  further,  that  about  ten  years  ago  I wrote  aTreatife 
on  the  fubjetd,  (long  before  my  friend  Mr.  Ramfay’s 
very  fpirited  performance  appeared,)  and  that  I have 
hitherto  been  kept  from  publidiing  it  for  no  other 
reafon  ut  becaufe  I widi  to  collet  all  the  informa- 
tion I could  in  regard  to  fa<ds,  well  knowing  that 
even  to  the  bed  of  caufes  any  mifreprefentation  in 

this  way  is  always  injurious.  I have  picked  up  a 
vol.  ig  j 
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good  deal  of  intelligence  by  converting  with  people 
who  had  lived  in  the  Weft-Indies  and  North-Ame- 
rica.  I have  alfo  looked  into  fuch  abridgments  or 
collections  of  colony  laws  relating  to  flaves,  as 
have  fallen  in  my  way,  and  out  of  thefe,  with  the 
addition  of  my  own  remarks,  I have  made  a little 
book,  which  I would  willingly  give  to  the  public,  if 
I thought  it  would  be  of  any  fervice.  Will  you  par-  * 
don  me,  if  I give  you  a fliort  account  of  the  plan  of 
this  little  work  ? It  has  this  title  : * Gf  the  Lawful - 
4 nefs  and  Expediency  of  Slavery , particularly  that  of 
4 the  Negroes  ; * and  as  it  was  written  at  a time  when 
our  public  affairs  were  going  on  rather  unfuccefsfully, 

I prefixed  as  a motto  thefe  words  of  Cicero  : 4 muliti 
4 prat  ere  a commemorarem  nefaria , f hoc  uno  fol  quid - 
4 qitam  vidiJJ'et  indignius ; — -jure  igitur  pledhnur*  De 
Off.  ii.  8.  I firft  confider  the  queftion  relating  to 
flavery  in  general,  and  what  Ariftotle  and  the  civil 
law  have  faid  in  its  vindication.  I then  give  a fliort 
account  of  the  rife  and  progrefs,  and  prefent  ftate,  of 
the  African  Slave  Trade,  and  of  what  I have  reafon 
to  believe  is  the  condition  of  the  African  flaves  in 
the  European,  particularly  the  Britifb,  fettlements. 
Then  I examine  all  the  pleas  which  I have  ever 
heard  or  feen  advanced  in  vindication  of  negr® 
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fiavery,  and  endeavour  to  prove,  with  fome  fuccefs  I 
hope,  that  they  are  all  frivolous  and  fallacious.  The 

laffc  plea,  that c negroes  are  not  men,  but  beings  of  an 

% 

5 inferior  order/  I confider  very  particularly : and 
I conclude  with  fome  hints  refpe&ing  what  I take  to 
be  the  fafefl:  way  of  abolifhing  this  infamous  com- 
merce ; a part  of  the  fubje£t  which  I know  I am  not 
equal  to,  but  on  which,  I flatter  myfelf,  I have  nbt 
propofed  any  thing  that  would  be  attended  with  any 
harm,  if  it  were  to  be  adopted. 

<c  The  Bifhop  of  London,  who  is  much  interefted 
in  this  matter,  (as  you  will  fee  by  his  fermons,)  has 
often  defired  to  fee  my  little  treatife;  and  I now  begin 
to  think  in  good  earned  of  tranfcribing  and  correlat- 
ing it,  for  in  its  prefent  ftate  it  is  not  fit  to  be  feen* 
If  I can  get  this  accomplilhed,  I will  fend  it  to  him, 
and  requeft  his  Lordlhip,  if  he  approve  it,  to  fend  it 
to  you  under  franked  covers  ; and  if  my  friends 
defire  it,  I ftiall  not  be  averfe  to  its  publication, 
though,  perhaps,  I may  not  be  inclined  to  put  my 
name  to  if;  not  becaufe  I am  alhamed  of  it,  or  afraid 
of  any  confequences,  but  tor  another  reafon,  which 
l may  perhaps  mention  to  you  hereafter. 
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<c  If  this  bufmefs  is  likely  to  come  before  the  Houfe  j 
of  Commons  foon,  I fhall  confider  the  publilhing  of 
my  little  work  as  difrefpectful  to  the  legiilature,  and 
think  of  it  no  more  ; for  it  would  be  in  a very  high 
degree  prefumptuous  in  me  to  fuppofe  that  I could 
give  them  any  information.  But  if  it  be  put  off  till 
next  feffion,  which  I fincerely  wilh  may  not  be  the 

f 

cafe,  my  remarks  might  perhaps  be  of  ufe  as  a 
remonftrance,  offered  not  to  the  legiilature,  but  to 
the  people  in  general.  I fhall  take  the  firft  oppor- 
tunity to  talk  on  this  fubjeft  with  our  magiflrates  as 
well  as  with  the  College.  I have  the  honour  to  be, 
with  the  utmoff  effeem  and  regard,  See.’* 


No.  XX* 

/ 

From  Dr.  Percival  to  Dr.  Beattie. 

' • 

cc  Manchcjler , Feb.  1788. 

“ YOUR  very  friendly  and  intereiling  letter 
arrived  yefterday  ; and  I feel  it  as  a debt  to  juftice 
and  humanity,  and  confequently  as  a duty  incum- 
bent on  me,  to  urge  the  publication  of  the  excellent 
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and  valuable  work  you  have  in  view.  The  petitions 
which  are  now  preparing  in  various  counties,  cities, 
and  boroughs,  will  doubtlefs  be  prefented  during  the 

t 

prefent  feffion  of  Parliament.  But  this  ought  to  be 
no  objection  to  the  profecution  of  your  important 
undertaking;  and  I hope  it  will  rather  ferve  to  for- 
ward the  execution  of  it.  I (hall  be  glad  to  perufe 
your  papers  through  the  channel  you  mention.  I 
have  converfed  with  the  Biffiop  of  London  on  the 
fubject  of  the  Slave  Trade,  and  know  how  much 
his  Lordfhip  reprobates  it.  In  perufing  the  life  of 
M.  Turgot  by  the  Marquis  de  Condorcet,  I have 
been  much  pleafed  to  find  that  it  was  one  objeft  of 
his  adminiflration  to  abolifli  the  infamous  traffic  in 
the  fpecies.  M.  Neckar,  in  his  Treatife  on  the 
Finances  of  France,  alfo  fpeaks  of  it  with  execration: 
but  he  obferves,  that  the  neceffity  of  fnpporting 
Sovereign  power  has  its  peculiar  laws,  and  the  wealth 
of  nations  is  one  of  the  foundations  of  this  power. 
£ Yet  would  it,’  fays  he, 4 be  a chimerical  project,  to 
4 propofe  a general  compact,  by  which  all  European 
4 nations  ffiould  agree  to  abandon  the  traffic  of 
‘ African  Slaves  ?’  I ffiould  cordially  rejoice  to  fee 
fo  honourable  a compaft  in  favour  of  juftice,  huma- 
nity, and  freedom.  But  I believe  it  may  be  proved 
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that  the  wealth  of  nations,  and  confequently  the  So-* 
vereign  power,  fudains  a real  injury  from  this  oppro- 
brious branch  of  commerce.  Liverpool  fends  out 
more  vtiTels  to  the  coad  of  Guinea  than  all  the  other 
ports  of  England ; yet  of  thirty  mercantile  houfes 
which  have  carried  on  nearly  the  whole  of  this  trade 
fince  1773,  twelve  have  become  bankrupts,  and  of 
the  remainder,  fevera  ! are  fuppofed  to  have  been  con- 
fiderable  1'ofers.  The  truth  is,  that  the  African  trade 
is  a lottery,  with  a few  great  and  tempting  prizes, 
and  many  blanks.  But  I write  in  hade,  and  mud 
conclude,  with  every  fentiment  of  edeem  and 
refpett,  &c.53! 


No.  XXI. 

From  Dr.  Robertson  io  Dr.  Perci fau 

Coll.  Edin.  Feb.  19,  1788. 

<c  NOTHING  but  a long  fcene  of  family  didrefs, 
from  which,  thank  God,  1 have  now  hopes  of  being 
delivered,  could  have  prevented  me  from  returning 
an  anfwer  direftly  to  your  kind  letter.  I he  fubject 
of  it  is  very  intereding  to  every  man  who  is  animated 


OF  THOMAS  PERCIVAL,  M.  D. 


cxxxv 


with  the  fentiments  of  humanity,  or  refpefts  the  pre- 
cepts of  religion.  My  opinion  concerning  the  ftavery 
of  the  negroes  coincides  in  every  point  with  your’s ; 
and  I had  occailon  to  exprefs  it  in  very  ftrong  terms, 
in  a Sermon  preached  above  thirty  years  ago,  the 
fir  ft*  .work  I publifhed ; and,  if  an  author  does  not 
judge  erroneoufly  of  his  productions,  as  parents 
often  do  of  their  children,  not  the  leaft  meritorious. 
If  you  have  not  feen  the  fermon,  I will  fend  a 
copy  of  it  to  you.  In  this  country,  I imagine  there 
is  not  one  advocate  for  the  Slave  Trade  ; but  whether 
addreftes  againft  it  will  be  fet  a-going,  I cannot  fay. 
With  the  operations  of  our  Town  Council  I am  not 
accuftomed  to  intermeddle.  Since  I was  connected 
with  the  Univerfity,  it  has  been  my  endeavour,  to 
fix  the  attention  of  literary  men  upon  their  proper 
bufinefs ; and  we  have  avoided  addrefling  on  different 
occafions,  when  addreftes  poured  in  from  every  cor- 
ner of  the  kingdom.  If  an  addrefs  could  be  of  any 
benefit,  there  would  be  but  one  fentiment  among  us 
on  the  prefent  fubjeft;  though  I am  unwilling  to 
begin  addrefling  upon  the  cleared  and  moft  proper  of 


The  Difcourfe  above-mentioned  is  the  only  one  which  Dr* 
Robertfon  ever  publifhed, 
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any  occafion,  left  it  (hould  be  a precedent  for  what 
may  not  be  fo  defirable.* 

“ 1 h‘lve  been  employed  in  what  I think  may  be 
of  gi eater  utility.  Mr.  Wilberforce  applied  to  me 
ome  time  ago,  requeuing  me  to  communicate  to  him 
any  facts  01  ideas  I thought  might  be  of  moment,  in 
forming  the  plan  of  the  fpeech  which  was  to  introduce 
the  motion  he  intended  to  make,  concerning  the  fer- 
vitude  of  the  negroes.  As  I had  propofed  to  treat 
the  fubject  at  confiderable  length  in  that  volume  of 
the  Hiftory  of  America,  which  the  unfortunate  ter- 
mination of  our  confhft  with  the  colonies  obliged  me 
to  relinquifh,  I had  confidered  the  fubject  fo  carefully, 
that  I was  enabled  to  tranfmit  to  him  a memorial  of 
iome  length, 

* A letter  from  Dr.  Beattie  to  Dr.  Percival,  of  a correfpondiug 
date,  (Feb.  3,  1788,)  dates  as  follows:  “ I li.ive  now  the  fatisfadion 
“ to  inform  you,  that  the  Principal  and  Profdfors  of  Marifchal 
“ College  and  Univerlity  of  Aberdeen,  did  at  their  laft  meeting  take 
“ into  conlideration  the  intended  application  to  the  Legiflature,  on 
“ the  fubjed  of  Slavery,  and  were  Unanimoufly  of  opinion,  that  the 
“ pradiceof  enflaving  the  negroes  of  Africa  is  inhuman,  impolitic, 

“ and  ought  to  be  abolifhed.  They  wifh,  however,  to  have  a little 
“time  to  think  of  the  • moft  proper  way  of  giying  public  notice 
“ of  this  their  opinion ; and,  if  poliible,  to  do  this  in  concert  with 
“.the  other  Univerlities  of  Scotland.  Meanwhile,  if  you  will  favour 
“us  with  any  advice  or  information  on  the  fubjed,  it  will  greatly 
ft  oblige  the  whole. fociety,”  &c. 
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•<  Prefent  my  refpe&ful  compliments  to  the  Gen- 
tlemen of  your  Committee.*  Their  object  is  mod 
laudable,  and  l hope  their  beneficent  efforts  will  be 
attended  with  fuccefs,” 


No.  XXII. 

From  Dr.  Percival  to  Dr.  Robertson. 

<c  Manchefter , March  2,  1788. 

% » 

cc  I am  fmcerely  concerned  to  hear  that  you  have 
differed  under  a long  fcene  of  family  diftrefs ; and  I 
lament  that  you  have  not  indulged  me  with  the 
friendly  communication  of  fome  particulars  of  it.  In 
every  event  which  concerns  your  happinefs,  I (hall 
always  feel  myfelf  cordially  interefted. 

“ A feverilh  indifpofition  prevented  me  from  at- 
tending the  lad  meeting  of  the  African  Committee. 
I therefore  requeued  the  Chairman  would  deliver  your 

* African  Committee , held  at  Manchefter,  for  the  purpofe  cf 
framing  a petition  to  Parliament  for  the  abolition  of  the  Slave- 
Trade,  and  of  encouraging  in  other  parts  a fimilar  difpolition  to 
addrefs  the  Legiflature. 
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meffitge,  and-  read  to  the  gentlemen  fuch  parts’  of 
your  letter,  as  relate  to  the  objects  of  our  affociatiou. 
In  confequence  of  this,  the  enclofed  paper  was  deli- 
vered to  me  by  the  Secretary,  on  Friday  evening,  to 
be  tranfmitted  to  you.  I hope  you  will  comply  with 
the  requeft*  it  indire&ly  conveys.  For  as  the  legality 
of  the  traffic  in  the  fpecies,  and  the  practice  of  negro 
flavery,  are  to  be  decided  by  the  principles  of  natural 
equity,  and  by  the  precepts  and  the  fpirit  of  theGofpel, 
the  avowed  condemnation  of  both,  by  one  fo  peculi- 
arly well  qualified  to  judge  of  their  nature  and  extent, 
muff  have  great  authority  with  the  public. 

£C  I earneftly  wiffi  too,  that  you  could  be  prevailed 
upon  to  publifh  the  facts  and  obfervations  relative  to 
negro  fervitude,  collected  for  the  continuation  of  your 
Hiftory  of  America.  Such  a work  would  be  highly 
feafonable  at  this  time,  and  might  powerfully  contri- 
bute to  promote  the  fuccefs  of  the  efforts  which  are 
now  making,  in  favour  of  the  injured  and  oppreffed 

Africans. The  Sermon,  mentioned  in  your  laft 

letter,  I am  impatient  to  fee;  and  you  will  much  oblige 
me  by  fending  it  as  foon  as  you  can  with  convenience. 


* The  Committee  intimated  a defire,  that  Dr.  Robertfon  would 
republilh  and  extenfively  circulate  the  Sermon  and  other  trails, 
mentioned  in  the  preceding  letter. 


N 
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Dr.  Prieftley  has  favoured  me  with  his  Difcourfe  on 
the  prefent  occafion,  and  I received  one  publiflied  by 
Mr.  *****,  the  poet,  at  the  fame  time.  Reading 
them  in  fucceffion,  I was  ftruck  and  amazed  with 
their  difference.  The  compofition  of  the  former  is 
carelefs  to  an  extreme,  in  point  of  flyle  and  language; 
but  with  refpeft  to  matter,  is  judicious  and  full  of 
information;  the  work  of  the  latter  is  polifhed  and 
brilliant  inanity.  Dr.  Pcrchard’s  Sermon,  delivered 
before  the  Univerfity  of  Cambridge,  I am  informed, 
does  great  honour  both  to  the  author  and  to  the 
caufe  which  he  has  efpoufed.”  ***** 


No.  XXIII. 

From  Dr.  Robertson  to  Dr.  Percival . 

* • . , < 

“ College , Edinburgh , March  6,  1788. 

“ I HAVE  this  moment  had  the  pleafure  of  your 
letter  of  the  2d  inflant,  and  that  I may  not  be  too 
late  for  the  waggon,  I muff:  write  to  you  only  a few 

lines. Your  Committee  have  fet  too  high  a value 

upon  the  fermon  I mentioned.  The  confideration  of 
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fla.very  is  confined  to  one  head  of  a difcourfe,  which 
extends  to  feveral  other  fubjefts.  Agreeably  to  my 
promite,  I fend  two  copies  of  it;  one  for  yourfelf, 
and  the  other  I requeft  you  to  prefent  with  my  beft 
compliments  to  Mr.  ***.  I do  not  apprehend  it  to 
be  of  much  confequence  to  re-publifh  the  fermon  ; 
and,  as  I have  communicated  to  Mr.  Wilberforce  any 
facts  or  hints  concerning  the  Slave-Trade  which  I 
thought  of  importance,  it  would  be  improper  for  me 
to  publifh  them  in  the  manner  which  is  requeued* 
I am,  in  haite,  &c.” 


No.  XXIV.] 

From  Dr.  Fercival  to  Dr.  Hatgarth. 

“ Manchefler , 1788. 

<c  I THOUGHT  you  had  been  longfince  apprized 
that  your  paper  concerning  the  Glory  was  unanimoufly 
ballotted  for  infertion  in  the  third  volume  of  the 
Memoirs  of  our  Society. — You  have  not  hitherto 
favoured  me  with  your  objections  to  my  Elfay  on 
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Taxation.*  Pray  (late  them  fully  and  freely.  Your 
animadverfions  will  always  merit  from  me  not  only  a 
candid  but  a very  partial  attention.  If  our  ideas 
differ  concerning  the  nature  of  government,  I am  fure 
we  fhall  particularly  agree  in  our  conduct  as  fcbje&3. 
I feel  an  abhorrence  of  faction,  a reverence  for  our 
Conflitution,  and  gratitude  for  the  civil  and  religious 
privileges  we  enjoy.  But  I conceive  that  power  is 
always  difpofed  to  enlarge  its  boundaries,  and  that  it 
fliould  be  watched  with  temperate  but  fedulous  atten- 
tion.! What  Voltaire  fays  of  the  Pope,  is  equally 
•applicable  to  fovereignty  ; c it  is  at  once  proper  to 
* kifs  the  toe,  and  to  bind  the  hands,  of  the  Sovereign 
c Pontiff.’ 

“ I fent  you  a Poem,  lately  tranfmitted  to  me  by 
our  friend  Aikin.  It  does  credit  to  his  poetical  ta- 
lents, but  would  have  intereffed  the  heart  more  for- 
cibly, had  he  introduced  his  reflections  by  a portrait 

* See  vol.  ii.  p.  291. 

t The  jealoufy  of  power,  and  the  diflike  of  faction,  were  almoft 
equally  confpicuous  among  the  political  fentiments  of  Dr.  Percival. 
A mixed  government  of  mutual  controul,  like  that  of  England, 
he  peculiarly  admired  ; but  in  leaning  to  the  popular  as  the  fairer, 
though  the  weaker  fide,  he  adopted  the  fentiment  of  Sir  William 
Jones,  who  declares  his  convidtion,  “ that  power  Jljould  always  be. 
“ diftrujled , in  whatever  hands  it  is  placed .” 
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of  the  Genius  of  a Republic.  We  are  left  without 
information  refpefting  the  character  and  attributes  of 
this  perfonage.  Perhaps  the  following  lines,  from 
rl  homfon’s  Caftle  of  Indolence,  might  fupply  the 
deficiency : 

“ When  as  the  Knight  had  framed  in  Britain’s  land, 

“ A matchlefs  form  of  glorious  government, 

“ In  which  the  fovereign  laws  alone  command  ; 

“ Laws  ’ftablilhed  by  the  public  free  confent, 

**  Whofe  majefty  is  to  the  feeptre  lent:”  &c.  &c. 


No.  XXV. 

From  the  Same  to  the  Same . 

<c  Manchejier , 1788. 

cc  I AM  much  plcafed  with  your  report  of  the 
flate  of  the  Blue-Coat  Hofpital  at  Cliefter.  Have 
you  read  Dr.  Parr’s  Difcourfes  on  Education,  and 
on  the  Plans  purfued  in  Charity-Schools?  They  are 
well  worthy  your  attention;  as  you  will  readily  be- 
lieve any  produ&ion  mud  be  which  comes  from  the 
pen  of  the  editor  of  c Bellendenlls.,  Permit  me  alfo 
to  recommend  to  you  a little  trafl  in  the  Repofitoryj 
(a  new  periodical  work,  publilhed  every  fortnight,) 
entitled,  c Confiderations  on  the  State  of  the  Poor.’ 
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« As  I am  now  affuming  the  office  of  literary  pur- 
veyor to  you,  I will  venture  to  advife  your  perufat 
of  c A General  View  of  the  African  Slave-Trade; 

« demonftrating  its  Injuftice  and  Impolicy.’  This  little 
piece  is  afcribed  to  Mr.  ***,  of  Liverpool,  and  does 
great  honour  to  his  abilities.  I confefs  1 feel  myfelf 
delighted  with  the  general  ardour  which  has  difplayed 
itfelf  for  the  abolition  of  flavery,  and  the  execrable 
trade  in  human  mifery.  The  citizens  of  Briftol,  the 
inhabitants  of  Birmingham,  Sheffield,  and  Man- 
cheder,  (all  apparently  interefted  in  their  continu- 
ance,) have  united  in  petitions  to  Parliament,  ex- 
preffive  of  their  abhorrence  of  fuch  injultice  and 
inhumanity. 

<c  I rejoice  that  your  abolition  fcherne*  has  been 
adopted  with  fuch  fuccefs  in  New-England.  Health 
and  liberty  are  thetwobleffings  which  chiefly  conflitute 
the  value  of  life;  and  to  fecure  them  in  the  highefl: 
pra&icable  degree  to  mankind,  is  the  earned:  wifli  of 
genuine  philanthropy;  and  fliould  be  the  endeavour 
of  every  individual,  when  a proper  occafion  prefents 
itfelf.  It  is  an  excellent  maxim,  and  may  always  be 
oppofed  to  fupinenefs,  “ No  effort  is  in  vain.” 

* Scheme  for  exterminating  the  Small-Pox. 
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From  the  Same  to  the  Same. 

* 

*£  Manchejler , 178$. 

I AM  felicitous  to  receive  your 
ftrictures  oil  my  Taxation  elfay.  It  was  haftily  printed 
from  my  MS.  If  I have  fallen  into  any  material 
errors,  I (hall  reprint  the  paper,  with  the  neceffary 
correfrions,  before  the  third  volume  of  our  Society’s 
Memoirs  is  publilhed.  Let  me  hear  from  you 
very  foon. 

“ I promifed  the  Rev.  Mr.  Burgefs,*  of  C.  C.  C. 
Oxford,  for  himfelf  and  for  his  learned  friend,  Mr. 

B , chaplain  to  the  Bifliop  of  Salifbury,  your 

two  charity  papers;  but  find  myfelf  unable  to  fulfil 
my  word,  having  no  copies  of  them.  Pray  furnifh 
me  with  half  a dozen  of  each.  They  have  been 
greatly  approved  by  many  judicious  perfons.  Mr. 
Burgefs  has  mod  laudably  interefted  himfelf  in  the 
efiabliflnnent  of  Sunday-Schools.  He  has  favoured 
me  with  feveral  admirable  tracts  for  the  promotion  of 
thefe  plans. 


* Now  Bifliop  of  St.  David’s. 
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c<  But  what  do  you  think  of  the  following  paffage 
from  the  advertifement  to  a pamphlet,  entitled, 
‘ The  Child’s  fird  LelTons  in  Religion,’  which  I re- 
ceived a few  days  ago: — c Doctrines,  therefore,  which 
cannot  be  made  comprehenfible  to  the  utmoft  per- 
fection of  human  reafon,  can  never  be  fo  well  taught 
as  in  the  moft  docile  (late  of  the  mind,  before  it  has 
acquired  the  prefumption  of  rejecting-  whatever  it 
cannot  comprehend.’  What  better  plea  would  a 
Roman  Catholic  require  for  ingrafting  the  doCtrine 
of  tranfubdantiation  in  the  mind  of  his  pupil  ? Can 
there  be  a more  effectual  mode  than  this  devifed  for 
creating  fcepticifm  amongfl  men,  when  they  come  to 
think  and  reafon  ? Tor  when  fuppofed  errors  are 
intimately  combined  with  truth,  the  difcrimjnation 
between  them  is  often  fo  difficult,  that  both  are  re- 
jected together.  The  infidelity  of  Voltaire,  and  of 
many  others,  clearly  arofe  from  their  zeal  to  eman- 
cipate themfelves  from  c all  the  nurfe,  and  all  the 

‘ pried  had  taught.' It  is  related  of  Auguftus, 

TleCtor  of  Saxony,  that  at  the  age  of  eighteen  he 
enquired  of  his  confeflbr  whether  the  real  prefence 
was  afiuredly  a doCtrine  of  Ghriftianity  ? cc  Mod 
“ afiuredly,”  faid  the  pried.  4 Then,’  faid  the 
Elector,  4 it  is  impoffible  for  me  to  be  a Chridian.” 

k 
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"c  But  I am  deviating  from  the  purpofe  of  this 

letter,  which  is  to  remind  you  of  the  long  one  I wrote 

to  you  fome  time  ago,  and  to  requefl  an  imme- 

/ 

diate  anfwer.  I had  a friendly  letter  from  the  Bifhop 
of  Landaff  this  morning.  He  has  purchafed  an 
edate  on  the  banks  of  Windermere,  and  is  now  di- 
re&ing  plantations,  improvements,  &c.” 


No.  XXVII.* 

From  the  Same , to  the  Rev.  Archdeacon  Raley. 

<£  Manchejier , 'June  20,  1788. 

<s  WHAT  apology  fliall  I offer  for  the  liberty  I 
am  now  prefuming  to  take  with  you?  The  very 
high  refpeft  which  I entertain  for  your  talents  and 
charafter,  operates  upon  me  at  once  as  an  incitement 
and  redraint;  and  whild  I am  folicitous  to  avail  myfelf 


* The  following  letter,  although  it  was  written  on  a private  and 
perfonal  occalion,  has  appeared  to  me,  on  two  accounts,  worthy 
ofinfertion  in  the  prefent  colledion,  the  purpofe  of  which  is  to 
difplay  the  genuine  views  and  condud  of  the  writer;  firfl-y  becaufc 
it  difclofes  the  fentiments  which  he  uniformly . profefied  on  the 
fubjed  of  religious  eftablifhments ; and  fecondly,  as  it  manifells 
the  candour  and  liberality  of  his  condud  on  the  occalion  of  his 
fon’s  embracing  the  profellion  of  the  Church,  in  preference  to  his 
original  deftination. 
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of  your  counfcl  and  affiflance,  I am  diffident  in  re- 
queuing them,  from  a confcioufnefs  of  having  no 
claim  to  be  honoured  with  either.  But  the  occafion 
requires  a facrifice  of  feeling  to  judgment;  and  I 
fhall  truft  to  your  goodnefs  to  excufe,  if  peculiar 
reafons  do  not  jufiify,  my  prefent  application  to  you. 

“ My  oldeffc  fon,  whom  I intended  for  the  pro- 
feffion  of  phyfic,  by  his  refidence  at  St.  John’s  Col- 
lege, and  connections  in  Cambridge,  has  had  his 
views  'changed,  and  is  now  ftrongly  inclined  to  go 
into  the  Church.  Bui  previous  to  his  final  decifion, 
he  wiflies  to  fettle  his  mind  on  feveral  important 
topics  comprehended  in  the  Articles  of  Faith.  The 
chapter  on  Religious  Efiablifhments,  in  your  excel- 
lent Syftem  of  Moral  and  Political  Philofophy,  has  had 
great  weight  with  him;  and  he  lias  this  morning 
expreffed  to  me  an  earned:  defire  to  have  the  benefit 
of  your  perfonal  inftruCVions,  on  points  fo  interefling 
to  his  future  peace,  profperity,  and  ufefulnefs.  Is  it 
poffible  for  him  to  enjoy  this  fingular  privilege,  for 
the  fpace  of  a few  weeks?  I fhall  cordially  acquiefce 
in  any  terms  that  you  may  prefcribe,  and  with  a 
grateful  fenfe  of  obligation  to  you. 

“ I am  a Diffenter ; but  aftuated  by  the  fame 
ipirit  of  catholicifm  which  you  poffefs.  An  eflablifh- 
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ment  I approve ; the  Church  of  England,  in  many 
refpe&s,  I honour;  and  fhould  think  it  my  duty  to 
enter  inftantly  into  her  communion,  were  the  plan 
which  you  have  propofed  in  your  tenth  chapter  car- 
ried into  execution.”  * * * 


No.  XXVIII. 

From  the  Rev.  Archdeacon  Raley  to  Dr.  Percival „ 

• i 

tc  Carltfle , June  25,  1788. 

tc  1 DESIRE  you  to  accept  my  thanks  for  the 
many  obliging  expreflions  of  refpect  which  your  letter 
contains.  If  the  hate  of  my  engagements  had  allowed 
me  to  (pare  a few  weeks  to  a perfonal  conference  with 
yourfon  upon  any  fubjefl  of  doubt  which  he  fhould 
chance  to  propofe,  it  would  have  been  a pleafure  to 
me  to  have  complied  with  your  wifhes,  from  a fenfe 
both  of  private  obligation  and  of  public  efteem.  As 
my  time  is  at  prefent  very  little  in  my  own  power, 
and  my  being  at  home  very  uncertain,  I know  not 
how  I can  contribute  to  your  fon’s  fatisfa&ion  in  any 
better  way  than  by  fending  you  a few  additional 
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explanatory  obfervations  upon  what  I have  written  in 
my  chapter  entitled,  £ Of  Subfcription/ 

« iff.  If  any  perfon  underhand  and  believe  all  the 

feveral  propofitions  in  the  thirty-nine  Articles,  and  in 

/ 

the  Liturgy  and  Homilies,  which  they  recognize, 
there  can  be  no  place  for  doubt. 

<e  2d.  If  a perfon  think  that  every  fucli  propofi- 
tion  is  probable,  or  as  probable  as  the  contrary  or 
any  other  fuppofition  on  the'  fubjefr,  there  can  be  no 
juft  caufe  of  fcruple. 

3d.  If  a perfon,  after  ufing  due  enquiry,  under- 
hand fome  of  the  propofitions  in  the  thirty-nine 
Articles,  but  not  all,  and  alfent  to  thofe  propofitions 
which  he  does  underhand,  I think  he  may  fafely 
fubfcribe. , 

cc  4th.  If  a perfon  think  any  part  of  the  difeipline 
government,  rites,  or  worfhip  of  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land to  be  forbidden , he  certainly  ought  not  to  fub- 
fcribe ; but  certain  parts  of  thefe  being  not  com- 
manded, or  not  the  beft  poftible,  or  not  good  and 
ufeful,  or  not  reafonable,  (for  many  things  may  be 
abfurd,  and  yet  very  innocent,)  is  not,  in  my  opinion, 

a fufticient  ground  of  obje&ion. 

« 

cc  If  there  be  certain  particular  propofitions  in 
the  Articles  which  he  difbelieves,  although  he  affent 
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to  the  main  part  of  them,  as  well  as  to  the  lawfnlnefs 
of  the  eftablilhed  government  and  worfhip  of  the 
Church,  then  arifes  the  cafe  in  which  the  principal 
difficulty  confifts.  And  as  to  this  cafe,  I find  no  rea- 
fon,  upon  much  re-confideration,  to  queflion  the  prin- 
ciple I have  laid  down,  viz.  c that  if  the  intention  and 
4 view  of  the  legiflature  which  impofed  fubfcription, 

£ be  fatisfied,  it  is  enough.’  But  here  comes  a doubt* 
whether  we  can  be  permitted  to 'go  out  of  the  terms 
of  fubfcription,  that  is  to  fay,  the  words  of  the 
flatute,  to  colleft  the  intention  of  the  legiflature  or 
not.  If  we  look  to  the  terms  of  the  fubfcription,  they 
feem  to  require  a pofitive  aflent  to  each  and  every 
propofition  contained  in  the  Articles,  fo  as  that 
believing  any  one  fuch  propofition  to  be  untrue,  is 
inconfiftent  with  fubfcription.  If  we  may  be  allowed 
to  judge  of  the  defign  and  object  of  the  legiflature 
from  the  nature  of  the  cafe,  and  the  ordinary  maxims 
of  human  conduct,  it  appears  likely  that  they  meant 
to  fence  out  fuch  fe£ts  and  characters  as  were  hoflile 
and  dangerous  to  the  new  eftablifhment,  viz.  Popery, 
and  the  tenets  of  the  Continental  Anabaptifls ; rather 
than  expert,  what  they  muft  have  known  to  be  im- 
prafticable,  the  exaft  agreement  of  fo  many  minds 
in  fuch  a great  number  of  controverted  propofitions. 


OF  THOMAS  PERC1VAL,  M.  D.  ell 

l 

c(  Now,  concerning  this  doubt,  viz.  whether  we 
may  or  may  not  go  out  of  the  terms  of  the  hatute 
To  colleft  the  defign  of  the  legiflature,  (which  ques- 
tion I think  involves  the  whole  difficulty,)  I can  only 
fay  that  a court  of  juftice,  in  interpreting  written 
laws,  certainly  could  not,  and  ought  not ; for  any 
fuch  liberty  would  give  to  courts  of  juftice  the 
power  of  making  laws ; but  I do  not  fee  that  any 
danger  or  infecurity  will  be  introduced  by  allowing 
this  liberty  to  private  perfons.  I mean,  that  private 
perfons  acting  under  the  direction  of  a law  may  be 
faid  to  do  their  duty,  if  they  aft  up  to  what  they 

/ *i 

believe  to  be  the  defign  of  the  legiflature  in  making 
the  law;  whether  their  opinion  of  that  defign  be 
founded  upon  the  terms  of  the  flatute  alone,  or 
upon  the  nature  of  the  fubjeft  and  the  aftual  pro- 
bability. 

<£  If  I had  the  pleafure  of  your  fon’s  prefence,  I 
know  not  whether  I ought  to  fay  any  thing  more. 
It  is  the  office  of  an  advifer  in  fuch  cafes  to  fuggeh 
general  principles.  The  application  of  thefe  princi- 
ples to  each  perfon’s  [cafe  muff  be  made  by  the  per- 
fon  himfelf,  who  alone  knows  the  hate  of  his  own 
thoughts.  I have  only  to  add,  that  Burnet’s  feems  a 
fair  explication  of  the  fetife  of  the  Articles.” 
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No.  XXIX. 

From  Dr.  Percival  to  Dr.  Priestley. 

** 

<e  Manchefler , Sept.  27,  1788. 

“ . . _ . IS  fuccefs  likely  to  attend  the  propofed 

« ► 

application  to  Parliament  for  the  repeal  of  the  Cor- 
poration and  Teft  Acls  ? I fear  not.  I am  delighted 
with  the  advancement  of  M.  Neckar  to  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  finances  of  France.  This  great  minifter 

i 

may  have  it  now  in  his  power  to  realize  the  projeft 
he  has  fuggefted,  of  a Compact  amongft  the  mari- 
time fiates  of  Europe  for  the  Abolition  of  the  Slave 
Trade.  My  friend,  Dr.  Froffiird,  the  Protefiant 
clergyman  at  Lyons,  is  patronized  by  him  in  awork  he 
is  about  to  publifh,  on  the  injuftice  and  the  impolicy 
of  the  traffic.  I have  fent  to  him  and  to  M.  Neckar 
* moft  of  the  trails  on.  this  fubjeft  which  have  ap_ 

1 

peared  in  England  ; and  Madame  Neckar  informs  me 

that  file  has  tranflated  and  difperfed  many  of  them 

% 

through  France.” 
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No.  XXX. 


From  the  Bishop  of  Landaff  to  Dr.  Percival. 


“ Amblefide , Off.  22,  1788.  . 

« YOUR  obliging  favour  followed  me  to  this 
place,  where  I have  been  about  ten  days,  and  where 
I mean  to  flay  about  fix  days  longer,  looking  after  an 
eftate  which  I have  purchafed  on  the  banks  of  Win- 
dermere. I have  to  thank  you  for  your  two  pam- 
phlets. That  on  the  fubject  of  Taxation  appears  to 
me  clofely  written  ; though  the  principle  which  I 
have  formed  to  myfelf  of  the  magiftrate’s  power  as 
,to  property,  would  make  me  queftion  fome  parts  of 
it.  The  principle  is  this ; I confider  property  as 
very  much  the  creature  of  civil  fociety,  and  the 
fupreme  magiftrate  as  authorifed  to  apply  the  whole 
of  the  property  of  every  individual  for  the  preferva- 
tion  of  the  whole  community.  An  infinity  of  ques- 
tions of  tedious  difcuffion  arife  out  of  this  principle, 
which  refpedl  the  abufe  of  this  power  of  the  magis- 
trate in  pleading  that  neceffity,  in  applying  the 
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levies  improperly,  in  railing  them  partially,  or c.  An 
individual  has  no  right,  I think,  to  refill  a tax  levied 
by  the  legiflature;  but  when  he  thinks  the  legiflature 
has  betrayed  its  trull,  he  has  a right  to  fay,  I will 
withdraw  myfelf  from  being  a member  of  that  foci- 
ety.  The  fubject  is  a very  delicate  one,  and  you  have 

treated  it  with  liberality,  and  yet  with  circumfpecHon : 

» 

but  many  perfons  will  differ  from  you  in  fome 
points.* 

I fliall  be  very  happy  in  having  an  opportunity  of 
being  of  fervice  to  your  foil  by  any  advice  I can  give 
him ; and  I much  approve  your  conducl  in  leaving 
him  to  fix  upon  a profeffion  for  himfelf.  I fear  no 
great  liberality  in  church  matters  is  to  be  expected 
at  prefent.  The  efforts,  however,  of  individuals  are 
of  ufe ; and  I am  happy  in  having  borne  my  tefli- 
mony  to  the  neceffity  of  a reformation.  My  health 
is  certainly  not  worfe,  and  I think  I may  fay  it  is 
better  than  before  I left  off  all  literary  purfuits.  I 
have  turned  my  thoughts  to  planting,  and  the  culti- 

' ' ■ 'I 

* The  principle  which  Dr.  Percival  lays  down,  is  the  fol- 
lowing “ The  moral  obligation  to  pay  taxes  refults  from  the 
“ ALLEGrANCE  due  to  the  fovereign  power,  for  the  protection 
« which  it  affords  to  life,  liberty,  and  property ; and  for  the  energy 
“ which  it  exerts  in  the  promotion  of  order,  induftry,  virtue,  and 
“ happinefs.” 
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vation  of  an  improveable  eftate ; that  I may  thereby 
be  induced  to  be  much  in  the  open  an,  whicn  I flat- 
ter myfelf  I Avail  find  Angularly  beneficial  to  me.” 

\ t 

• \ ,< 

No.  NX  XI. 

From  the  Rev.  T.  Burgess , C.C.C.  Oxford , ( now 
Bijhop  of  St.  David's ) to  Dr.  Percifal. 

I , 

<c  March  i,  1789. 

<£  I AM  afliamed  of  not  having  written  to  you 

% 

before,  to  thank  you  for  the  account  of  the  Sunday 
Schools  at  Manchefter,  which  you  were  fo  obliging  as 
to  fend  me  at  Salifbury.  It  gave  me  great  pleafure 
to  fee  the  flourifhing  flate  of  thofe  fchools  ; and  it 
does  infinite  honour  to  thofe  friends  of  the  poor 
who  have  been  inflru mental  to  the  fupport  and  fuc- 
cefs  of  fuch  inftitutions.  I have  another  fubjeft  of 
humanity  to  confult  you  about,  in  which  I know  you 
are  interefled.  I have  been  employed  fome  time  in 
printing  fome  c Confiderations  on  the  Abolition  of 
Slavery  and  the  Slave  Trade  ; * in  which  I have  occa- 
fion,amongfl  other  things, to  controvert  the  commonly 
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alleged  incapacity  of  the  negroes  for  intellectual  im- 
provement. Our  friend,  Mr. Ihewed  me  the 

other  day  an  account  of  that  extraordinary  exertion, 
I will  not  fay  of  memory,  but  of  abflraft  reafoning  in 
the  Maryland  negro,  which  you  fent  him.  As  it  is 
a faft  which  I had  before  feen  in  the  newfpapers,  and 
I have  made  ufe  of  it,  will  you  permit  me  to  mention 
your  authority  for  it,  as  received'  from  Dr.  Rulli  ? 
As  I hope  to  get  my  c Conliderations’  out  of  the 

the  prefs  next  week,  you  will  much  oblige  me  by 

/ 

giving  me  a few  lines  by  the  return  of  port.” 

I 

No.  XXXII. 

* 

» ' 

From  Dr.  Percifal  to  the  Rev.  T.  Burgess » 


“ Matichejler,  March  5,  1789. 

“ IT  affords  me  cordial  pleafure,  that  your  fpirited 
and  claffical  pen  is  now  employed  in  the  interehmg 
caufe  of  juflice'  and  humanity.  I fhall  be  impatient 
to  fee  your  c Confutations  on  the  Abolition  oi 
‘ Slavery  and  the  Slave  Trade;’  and  as  it  is  probable 
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that  Mr* has  given  you  only  an  abridged  ac- 

count of  the  extraordinary  Maryland  negro,  the  full 
narrative  {hall  be  enclofed.  Of  its  authenticity  I 
have  no  doubt,  as  I know  Dr.  Rufh  to  be  a man  of 
obfervation  and  probity;  and  we  have  now  a gentle- 
marl  in  Manchefter  who  has  feen  and  converfed  with 
the  have,  and  who  confirms  the  account  which  has 
been  given  of  him.  The  contefls  about  the  regency 
have  hitherto  abforbed  the  public  attention;  but  the 
happy  re-ellablifhment  of  his  Majefly’s  health,  I truft, 
will  foon  reftore  parliamentary  bufmefs  to  its  ufual 
courfe ; and  that  the  Houfe  of  Commons  will,  in  a 
month  or  two,  refume  the  fubject  of  the  African 
Slave-Trade.  In  a letter,  dated  Jan.  22,  from  the 
Bilhop  of  London,  his  Lordfhip  fays  to  me,  £ had  the 
* prelent  miniflry  continued,  I fliould  have  entertained 
c the  moft  fanguine  hopes  of  fuccefs.*  The  prefent 
miniilry,  it  is  now  probable,  will  be  continued;  and 
I heartily  pray  that  this  excellent  prelate’s  fanguine 
hopes  may  be  realized.  The  Marquis  ofLanfdown 
informs  me,  he  has  heard  the  befl  officers  of  England 
and  France  fay,  that  both  nations  lofe  as  many  failors 

as  they  make  in  the  Well-Indies. 

- * » 

“ I am  now  engaged  in  the  perufal  of  Mr.  How- 
ard’s c Account  of  the  Lazarettos,  Prifons,  and  Flos- 
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c pitals,  in  Europe,’  which  is  juft  come  from  the  prefs 
in  Warrington,  and  of  which  he  has  favoured  me 
with  a copy.  Concerning  Malta,  he  fays,  c the 
e knights  being  fworn  to  make  perpetual  war  againft 
4 the  Turks,  carry  off  by  piracy  many  of  the  pea- 
4 fants,  fifliermen,  and  failors,  from  the  Barbary  coaft. 
6 How  dreadful ! (he  adds)  that  thofe.  who  glory  in 
* bearing  on  their  breafts  the  fign  of  the  Prince  of 
4 Peace,  ftiould  harbour  fuch  malignant  difpofitions 
‘ againft  their  fellow-creatures,  and  by  their  own 
6 example  encourage  piracy  in  the  ftates  of  Bar- 
4 bary.’  I wifti  you  could  take  fome  notice  in  your 
work  of  the  flavery  which  ftill  virtually  fubfifts 
amongft  the  colliers  and  falters  of  Scotland,  though 
nominally  aboliflied  by  the  15th  of  Geo.  III.  In  a 
letter  to  our  Committee,  Dr.  Anderfon  afferts,  that 
the  labour  in  as  coal  mine  is  at  leaft  three  times  more 
expenfive  than  any  other  common  work  in  the  dis- 
trict where  they  refide  ; and  that  it  is  nearly  twice  as 
high  as  the  labour  of  freemen  in  other  coal  mines. 

Idave  you  feen  a fpirited  performance  on  the  fub- 
jeCt  of  the  Slave  Trade,  fuppofed  to  be  written  by 
the  Marquis  de  Condorcet  ? Madame  Neckar  has 
tranflated  and  circulated  in  France  feveral  of  the  moft 
interefting  Englifh  traCls  on  this  fubjeCt. 

\ 
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tc  I have  troubled  you  with  a longer  letter  than  it 
was  my  intention  when  I fat  dowp  5 and  I fhall  now 

relieve  you  by  an  affurance,.  &c.” 

" • < 

i 

No.  XXXIII. 

From  Madame  Negkar  to  Dr.  Percifal. 

<c  V erf  allies , March  9,  1789. 

s<  I RECEIVED,  Sir,  in  the  month  of  February 
the  two  excellent  works*  which  you  fent  me  in  Octo- 
ber. • Accuflomed  to  pay  the  greated  refpect  to  your 
talents  and  to  your  labours,  I rejoice  at  the  new  fer- 
vice  which  you  have  rendered  to  humanity,  and  I 
have  already  experienced  in  the  perufal  of  your  books 
much  pleafure  and  entertainment.  It  would  not  be 
poffible  for  me,  conlidering  the  little  time  I have  to 
difpofe  of,  to  fend  you  any  remarks  upon  that  variety 
of  topics  which  you  have  treated  in  your  two  volumes. 
You  have  the  art  of  thinking  for  yourfelf,  and  of 
exciting  your  readers  to  think ; of  touching  upon 
fubje&s  which  interefl  mankind  both  individually  and 

* “ Moral  and  Literary  Differtations,”  and  “ A Father’s 
u Inftruiftions.” 
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colle&ively.  I fiave  read  in  particular,  with  a plea- 
fure  which  I have  not  a long  time  felt,  your  piece 
c On  the  Alfociation  of  Ideas and  I /ball  often  a^ain 

O 

i 

perufe  it  in  the  courfe  of  my  life,  even  though  it 
fliould  not  be  of  long  duration.  It  feems  to  me  that 
your  ingenious  metaphyfics  have  revealed  to  us  fome 

i 

new  fecrets  of  virtue. 

“ Your  wilhes  for  the  fuppreffion  of  the  Trade  in 
Negroes  are  not  more  ardent  than  mine.  The  Englilh 
have  written  many  treatifes  upon  this  fubjett,  and 
nothing,  I think,  ever  did  more  honour  to  their  na- 
tion. But  a general  concurrence  of  all  the  European 
powers  being  wanting  to  effe&uate  the  abolition,  the 
willies  of  individuals  have  hitherto  been  rendered 
fruitlefs.  I can  anfwer  for  the  heart  of  M.  Neckar; 
a heart  which  embraces  the  whole  human  race,  and 
which  knows  no  greater  felicity  upon  earth,  than  that 
of  contributing  to  make  their  lot  more  comfortable. 
But  he  mult  endeavour  to  give  a confifiency  to  his 
various  duties,  and  confider  the  good  of  France  before 
that  of  Africa.  For  my  own  part,  who  judge  of 
things  only  by  fentiment,  and  am  accountable  only  to 
my  own  heart,  I turn  my  thoughts  incelfantly  to- 
wards a revolution,  without  which  it  appears  to  me, 
we  can  never  hope  to  be  Chr'dians,  or  even  to  be  men. 
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“ Go  on,  generous  Englifh,  to  fet  the  example  of 
till  the  good  which  is  done  in  the  world!  and  may 
we  be  always  your  rivals,  and  never  your  enemies' 
I know  enough  of  the  Englilh  to  admire  you,  but  not 
enough  of  your  language  to  enable  me  adequately  to 
tell  you  fo.  I am  now  at  Verfailles,  See.  Sec. 

“ C.  de  Nas  Neckar. 

✓ 

No.  XXXIV. 

From  Dr.  Pfrcival  to  Madame  Neckar, 

“ Manchejier , 1789. 

“ I CANNOT  decline  the  opportunity  which  my 
friend  M.  *'**  affords  me,  of  conveying  to  you  through 
him  my  i^oft  grateful  acknowledgments  for  the 
honour  of  your  letter  dated  March.  Your  appro- 
bation of  the  little  works  which  I took  the  liberty  of 
fending  to  you,  is  highly  flattering  to  me.  * * * I 
cordially  congratulate  you  on  the  great  changes  which 
are  now,  I trufl,  accomplifhed  in  France  j and  to 
which  M.  Neckar’s  excellent  writings  and  patriotic 
adminiflration  have  powerfully  contributed.  Your 
country  now  prefents  the  moft  interefling  and  augufl 
feene  ever  exhibited  on  the  theatre  of  the  world  j and 
vol.  1.  1 


I 
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I hope  no  clouds  will  arife.to  obfcure  the  brightnefs 
of  the  profpeft  which  is  before  you. 

“Permit  me  again  to  folicit  your  influence  with 
M.  Neckar,  in  behalf  of  the  Negroes.  The  terms 
in  which  you  flate  his  comparative  obligations  to- 
wards France  and  Africa,  are  not,  perhaps,  flriclly 
accurate.  A great  Minifler  is  refponfible  for  the 
honour  and  probity  of  the  people  whofe  affairs  he 
dire&s ; and  no  end,  however  deflrable,  ought  to  be 
purfued  by  unjuflifiable  means.  But  in  nations,  as 
well  as  individuals,  there  exifls  a high  and  magnani- 
mous, as  well  as  a fordid  and  ignoble,  intereft;  and 
whenever  thefe  are  in  competition,  there  can  aflu- 
redly  be  no  doubt  about  the  preference.  With 
regard  to  the  infamous  trade  in  the  lives  and  liberties 
of  our  fellow-creatures,  I trufl  it  will  appear,  that 
policy  and  profit  are  light  in  the  balance  againA 
juflice  and  humanity  ; and  that  they  will  befides, 
eventually,  on  a more  enlarged  view,  be  found  per- 
feftly  compatible.  *'  # * I beg  leave  to  offer  my 

' * i 

refpe&ful  compliments  to  M.  Neckar,  and  myfincere 
wifhes  that  the  health  and  life  of  one  fo  invaluable  to 
his  country  and  to  mankind  may  long  be  preferved. 

tc  With  the  great  eft  efieem  and  regard,  I have  the 
honour  to  be,  &c.” 

t 

K . i 
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No.  XXXV. 

From  Dr.  Percival  to  the  Rev.  T.  B.  Percival. 

cc  Manchejler , Feb.  1790. 

£t  YOUR  letter  was  not  delivered  to  me  till  we 
were  juft  about  to  fet  down  to  dinner,  and  being  | 

engaged  with  company,  I could  not  comply  with  your 
requeft  to  anfwer  it  by  return  of  poft.  * * * You 
enquire  my  opinion  concerning  the  requifition  from 
Chefter.*  As  to  yourfelf,  I am  aflured,  that  on  the 
prefent,  and  on  every  occafion,  you  will  a<ft  as  be- 
comes a man  of  honour  and  integrity.  Let  your 
judgment  be  unbialfed  either  by  a regard  to  private 
intereft,  or  by  that  which  too  often  influences  good 
minds — V cfprit  du  corps . You  are  called  upon  to 

1 

give  a deciflon  in  a caufe  which  aftecfs  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  nearly  three  millions  of  your  fellow 
Chriftians;  and  as  c he  who  allows  oppreflion,  fhares 
c the  crime,’  it  behoves  you  to  confider  well,  whether 

* Requifition  for  a Meeting  of  the  Clergy  of  the  Church  of 
England,  to  prepare  a Counter-Petition  to  the  Legiflature,  againft 
the  Difienters,  in  favour  of  the  Corporation  and  Teft  A6ts. 

1 2 
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Diffent  from  the  Church  of  England  can  juftify  the 
disfranchifement  of  fo  large  a body  of  citizens.  To 
me  it  appears  to  derogate  from  the  dignity  ,and  re- 
fpeftability  of  an  ecclefiaflical  eflablifhment,  which 
has  for  its  head  and  protestor  the  Supreme  Magis- 
trate of  the  country;  which  compofes,  by  its  Bifhops, 
a part  of  the  Legiflature ; which  is  fanftioned  by  the 
moll  folemn  laws;  and  which  is  fupported  by  large 
revenues  and  appropriate  honours ; to  feek  for  its 
defence  by  a degradation  and  opprefllon  of  thofe  who 
are  not  within  the  pale  of  its  communion. 

ec  The  Tell  Aft,  when  framed,  was  not  defigned  to 
aft  againfl  Proteftant  Non-conformifls ; from  whom 
no  danger,  either  to  the  Church  or  State,  was  then 
apprehended.  Is  it  therefore  reafonable  now  to  take 
the  alarm ; or  jujtifiable , on  account  of  imaginary 
fears,  to  inflift  real  evils  on  fellow-Proteflants  and 
fellow-fubjefts  ? If  dangers  fhall  hereafter  occur, 
(which  God  forbid!)  they  may  eafily  and  honourably 
be  provided  againfl  by  a new  Teft  Law,  or  by  other 
means  which  the  circumflances  of  the  times  fhall 
fugged,  or  the  wifdom  of  the  legiflature  devife.  The 
Corporation  Aft  was  a part  of  that  fyflem  of  perfe- 
ction, renewed  againfl  the  Non-conformifls  under 
the  fecond  Charles;  who,  as  Mr.  llume  obferves, 
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4 eluded  and  violated  all  his  promifes,  in  the  declara- 
4 tion  of  Breda,  of  a liberty  to  tender  confciences, 
4 and  that  no  man  diould  be  difquieted  or  called  in 
4 quedion  in  matters  of  religion  which  do  not  didurb 
4 the  peace  of  the  kingdom.’  To  perpetuate,  there- 
fore, what  originated  in  falfhood,  injudice,  and  des- 
potifm,  cannot,  I think,  be  confident  with  the  true 
principles  of  a Church,  which  I have  always  thought, 
and  which  is  univerfally  acknowledged,  to  be  the  mod 
liberal  in  Chridendom. 

44  An  ecclefiadical  edablifhment,  which  claims  an 
intimate  alliance  with  the  date,  feems  to  be  pecu- 
liarly bound  to  promote  the  purity  of  the  laws  ; to 
purge  them  from  all  injudice,  and  to  aid  the  civil 
magidrate  in  being  a terror  to  evil  doers,  and  a 

friend  and  prote&or  of  thofe  who  do  well.  The 

« 

maxim  which  Cicero  puts  into  the  mouth  of  Scipio, 
may  with  dill  greater,  propriety  be  adopted  by  a 
Chridian  church,  4 hoc  modo , falfuin  ejje  illnd  fine 
4 injuria  non  pojfe  ; fed  hoc  veri  primum  fine  fumma 
4 jujiitia  rempublicam  regi  non  pojfe. ’ It  is  not 

. fuflicient,  either  in  civil  or  religious  policy,  that  the 
end  purfued  be  good  ; the  means  alfo  to  be  employed 
foi  its  attainment  mud  be  fair  and  honourable. 
But  I will  not  enlarge  further  upon  the  fubjeft. 
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Weigh  it  well.  Confult  ****  ; and  however  little 
import  your  decifion  may  be  in  the  general  award, 
to  your  own  mind  it  will  be  of  the  mod:  ferious  con- 
fequence,  that  it  fliould  be  confonant  to  wifdom  and 
rectitude.” 

/ 

No.  XXXVI. 

From  Dr.  Percival  to  the  Bishop  of  Land  ape. 

cc  THE  very  obliging  letter  with  which  your 
Lordlhip  indulged  me,  merited  a more  early  acknow- 
ledgment. I thank  you  for  the  friendly  advice  to 
my  fon*  which  it  contains ; and  I entirely  concur 
with  you  in  opinion,  that  his  time  may  be  more 
ufefully  employed  than  in  the  ftudy  of  Oriental 
literature.  He  is  now  gone  to  Oxford,  and  will  pro- 
ceed from  thence  to  London.  * * * * 

<c  I am  now  falisfied  that  he  has  chofen  the  pro- 
feffion  bed;  adapted  to  his  genius  and  difpofition. 
Our  friend,  Mr.  Hornby,!  gives  me  the  pleading 
adurance  that  he  is  likely  to  become  an  ornament  to 

* The  Rev.  T.  B.  Percival. 

t Tiie  Rev.  Geoffry  Hornby,  of  Winwick,  in  Lancafliirej 
under  whom  Mr.  Percival  at  that  time  held  a curacy. 
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it ; and  fpeaks  in  the  higheft  terms  of  his  exemplary 
conduct.  That  his  abilities  in  the  pulpit  are  approved, 
may  be  prefumed  from  his  having  been  invited  to 
' preach  a public  charity  fermon  in  Manchefter, 
though  fo  young  a man,  and  in  the  lowed  clerical 
order;  and  from  another  invitation  of  the  lame 
kind,  to  deliver  the  anniverfary  difcourfe  at  Liver- 
pool, for  the  benefit  of  the  Infirmary  and  Lunatic 
Iiofpital. 

Of  the  feveral  pamphlets  which  you  mention  in 
your  letter,  I have  read  with  the  highefl  fatisfa&ion 
thofe  of  the  Duke  of  Grafton,  and  of  a Confident 
Protedant.  The  latter,  if  I midake  not,  has  yet 
been  unanfwered,  and,  in  my  opinion,  it  is  indeed 
unanfwerabie : it  is  a model  for  all  polemical 

writers,  and  if  followed,  the  odium  thcologicum  would 
foon  be  at  an  end.  Next  week  I expert  a vifit  from 
my  friend  Dr.  Priedley,  to  whom  I Oiall  particularly 
recommend  the  perufal  of  the  paragraph,  page  i io  ; 
becaufe,  I think,  he  is  too  fond  of  c the  petty  artil- 
£ lery  of  controverfy.’  In  religious  debates,  Gofpel 
meeknefs  and  charity  are  no  lefs  requifite,  than  Gofpel 
plainnefs  and  fincerity. 

“ Has  your  Lordfhip  feen  the  lad  volume  of  the 
Memoirs  of  our  Literary  Society  ? I hear  it  is  well 
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fpoken  of. — My  fecond  fon,  who  is  now  at  Edin- 
burghj  and  often  vifits  Lord  Monboddo,  fays,  that 
his  Lordfhip  is  greatly  delighted  with  M.  Chevalier, 
a French  gentleman,  who  has  lately  been  his  gueff, 
who  fpeaks  Greek  fluently,  and  has  afcertained  to 
his  complete  fatisfaaion  the  actual  Lite  of  Troy. 

t£  Ihe  Bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Protefting  Catholic 
Diffenters  appears  to  be  framed  upon  conditions  and 
under  reflriffions  difcreditable  to  our  Legiflature  at 
this  enlightened  period.  The  pr.ovifo  that  the  Aft 
fhall  not  extend  to  perfons  writing  againfl  the  Trinity, 
Mr.  Berrington  told  me,  very  much  furprized  him. 
If  fome  Clarke  or  Calvin  fhall  hereafter  arife  as  refor- 
mers amongft  the  Romanifts,  our  laws  will  filence 
them  by  penalties  and  punifhments  fit  only  to  be 
infli&ed  by  inquifitors.  If  I remember  right,  my 
Lord  Mansfield  made  a diftinftion  (in  the  caufe  of 

the  Diffenter  who  was  fined  for  not  ferving  the 

/ 

office  of  Sheriff)  between  the  difeuffion  and  the  re- 
viling of  religion.  The  former  Ghriftianity  enjoins ; 
the  latter  is  an  offence  againft  decency  and  good 
order,  and  perhaps  not  to  be  tolerated.  Yet  the 
civil  magiflrate  who  interferes  even  in  fuch  a cafe, 
engages  in  what  is  peculiarly  delicate  and  perilous. 


I 
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prom  the  Bishop  of  Landaff  to  Dr.  Bercival. 

“ Calgarth,  May  1 i,  1791. 

“ DIRECTING  a letter  for  Col.  Townley  to 
yon,  puts  me  in  mind  of  my  omilfion  in  not  anfwering 
your  1 aft  letter.  I received  it  at  this  place,  and  con- 
fequently  had  no  opportunity  of  Ihewing  any  atten- 
tion to  your  fon  in  London.  I am  fo  totally  taken 
up  with  improving  an  eflate  and  building  a houfe, 
that  I have  no  leifure  for  literary  purfuits  ; and  begin 
to  think  that  the  preceding  part  of  my  life  has  been 
■ mifemployed.  In  this  retirement,  however,  I have 
read  both  Dr.  Priedley’s  and  Mr.  Paine’s  anfwers  to 
Mr.  Burke  ; and  admire  them  both.  The  bulk  of 
the  people  in  England  will  admire  Mr.  Burke’s  prin- 
ciples, for  they  have  a cad  of  Toryifin  in  them  ; 

r 

and  the  general  run  of  readers  have  little  and  con- 
fufed  fentiments  concerning  their  natural  or  civil 
rights.  My  health  is  better  than  it  ufed  to  be,  &c.” 
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No.  XXXVIII. 

From  Dr.  Percifal  to  * * *.f 

ce  March  1791. 

“ WHAT  a lofs  have  we  fuft  ained,  my  dear 
friend  and  fellow-mourner ! The  fatal  broke  which 
has  deprived  us  of  one  fo  valued,  and  fo  ineftimably 
valuable,  will  be  deeply  felt  by  each  of  us,  long  after 
the  turbulent  emotions  yf  grief  have  fubfided.  I 
truh  a friendship  that  has  been  fo  flrong  and  perma- 
nent, will  fubfift  beyond  the  grave ; and  that  we 
Ihall  not  only  recognize  the,  object  of  our  tender 
regard,  but  enjoy,  in  a more  perfect  and  increafing 
degree,  all  the  reciprocations  of  iove.  Time  feems, 
indeed,  to  fupprefs  fome  of  the  fineb  moral  fentiments 
of  the  heart.  But  the  ceflation  of  an  energy  is  not 
its  extinction  ; and  it  may  be  renewed  in  full  vigour 
by  the  reboration  of  the  exiting  caufe  which  fir  If 
called  it  forth.  Of  the  truth  of  this  opinion,  fo  ime- 
reti ng  to  our  wi flies,  we  have  fome  proof  in  occur- 


f On  occafion  of  the'Death  of  a much-valued  Female  Friend. 
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rences  during  the  prefent  life.  The  dear  companion 
of  our  youth,  whom  we  had  forgotten,  through  the 
Igpfe  of  years,  we  meet  again  by  fume  happy  incident 
with  inexpreflible  delight  ; and  find  that  our  afieflion 
hill  exifls  without  abatement.  In  the  world  of  fpirits, 
it  is  probable,  that  our  mental  conhitution  will  remain 
unchanged  in  its  eflence,  though  advancing  to  higher 
and  higher  degrees  of  perfe&ion ; and  as  the  inter- 
courfe  of  a finite  being  can  never  be  infinite,  it  may 
be  prefumed,  that  there  muft  always  fubfift  gra- 
dations in  our  moral  fympathies.  Nor  is  partial 
aife&ion  inconfifient  with  general  benevolence.  It  is 
the  centre  from  which  myriads  of  radii  may  proceed, 
extending  to  a wider  and  wider  circumference,  as  our 
knowledge  advances  of  the  intelligent  creation  of 
God.  For  love  is  capable  of  indefinite  augmentation ; 
it  is  a flame,  which,  the  further  it  illuminates,  be- 
comes more  warm  and  bright  to  the  obje&s  which 
are  nearer  to  it. 

“ In  our  tender  recolle&ions  of  a departed  friend, 
there  feems  to  be  fome  anticipation  of  that  more 
refined  intercourfe  which  we  are  to  enjoy  with  him 
hereafter.  TIis  infirmities  are  forgotten  ; all  caprice 
and  jealoufy  ceafe  ; and  we  remember  only  his  vir- 
tues and  his  offices  of  love.  May  fuch  be  the 
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renewal  ot  our  fociety  with  the  objeCt  whom  we  now 
lament  ; and  may  this  rupture  in  the  chain  of  friend- 
fhip  draw  clofer  the  links  which  (till  remain.** 

****** 


No.  XXXIX. 

From  the  Same  to  the  Sa?ne. 

“ Manchejier,  April  25,  1791. 

<c  TO  enjoy  your  correfpondence,  is  a privilege 
which  I prize  highly  at  all  times;  but  I am  not  fo 
felfifh  as  to  with  for  it  when  inconfiflent  with  your 
important  and  necefikry  avocations.  It  affords  me 

cordial  fatisfaflion  to  find  that  you  reject  with  firm- 

% 

nCfs  and  confidence  the  doCtrine  of  Materialifm;  fo 
far  at  lead;  as  it  includes  the  natural  mortality  of  the 
human  mind.  Whether  the  foul  be  fpirit,  or  fome 
unknown  fpecies  of  matter,  I am  not  folicitous  to 
determine ; but  that  it  is  a principle  diflinCt  from  the 
organization  of  the  brain,  and  originally  conffituted 
for  endlefs  exigence,  I ffedfaftly  believe;  and  would 
not  change  the  conviction  for  all  that  philofophy  can 
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boaft,  or  the  acuteft  metaphyfics  fupply.  I lament 

that  the  miftaken  zeal  of  Dr.  Prieftley,  for  the  honour 

and  intereft  of  Chriftianity,  has  led  him  to  rejeft  every 

evidence  for  a future  hate,  but  that  which  is  merely 
* 

hiftorical,  the  refurre&ion  of  our  Saviour  from  the 
dead.  Though  I ferioully  believe  in  the  truth  of 
the  Gofpel,  I freely  confefs  that  fuch  evidence  would 
have  been  infufficient  to  fatisfy  my  doubts,  if  I had 
conceived  that  the  life  and  immortality  brought  to 
light  were  repugnant,  as  my  friend  a Herts,  to  every 
analogy  of  creation,  and  every  difcovery  of  uninfpired 
reafon.  The  revelation  of  Christ  I regard  as  a 
difplay  of  the  perfe&ion  of  human  intelligence,  as 
evincing  what  was  before  feen  darkly,  the  fublimity 
of  our  expectations,  and  the  eternal  duration  and  im- 
provement of  our  created  powers.  This  confonance 
of  revelation  with  reafon,  of  the  religion  of  the  Gofpel 
with  that  of  nature,  affords  an  internal  evidence  of 
its  verity,  more  clear  and  forcible  than  all  the  miracles 
which  are  recorded,  or  all  the  teftimonies  adduced,  of 
their  notoriety. — But  this  topic  fuits  not  the  narrow 
bounds  of  a letter j and  I mull:  haflen  to  thank 
you,  &c.” 
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No.  XL. 

From  Dr.  Percival  to  Dr.  Hat  garth. 

“ Manchejier , 1793. 

“ THE  publication  of  your  ct  Sketch”  I have  not 
yet  feen  announced  in  the  papers.  ###*  is  a very 
hpneft  man,  but  he  will  hand  in  need  of  an  occafional 
fpur  to  his  exertions.  The  delay  in  the  conveyance 
of  your  work  was  mortifying ; and  I lament  that  the 
public  is  now  fo  fully  and  folicitoufly  engaged  in  the 
great  political  events  of  Europe,  as  to  be  lefs  likely 
to  pay  due  regard  to  your  important  propofals.* 
However  you  will  have  executed  the  office  of  a wife 
and  patriotic  citizen  ; and  the  time,  I truh,  will  come, 
when  the  merits  of  your  plan  will  command  general 
eheem,  and  fecure  its  adoption. 

6(  I have  thanks  to  return  you,  for  having  firft 
recommended  to  my  notice  M.  Neckar’s  produ&ions. 


* Propofols  for  exterminating  the  Small-Pox. 
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All  his  works  I have  fuccefftvely  read,  with  great 
attention  and  fatisfattion.  His  ElTay  on  the  Execu- 
tive Power,  I procured  nearly  twelve  months  ago. 
It  contains  much  interefting  matter ; and  I am  in- 
clined to  coincide  with  the  author’s  opinions  in  moll 
points  that  are  elTential.  But  M.  Neckar,  like  all 
foreigners  who  have  written  upon  our  Conllitution, 
confound  its  theory  with  the  actual  practice.  In 
generals  it  is  excellent  in  both,  but  in  particulars  ail 
oppofition  often  fubfilts  between  them.  Thus,  in 
theory,  the  three  ejlcites , according  to  Locke,  Somers, 
Montefquieu,  Blackftonc,  Szc.  are  independent ; but 
in  practice  they  are  otherwife.  In  theory,  the  King’s 
prerogative  is  limited  by  law;  in  practice,  influence 
(the  modern  fubllitute  for  prerogative)  is  indefinitely 
extended,  and  rapidly  increafmg.  In  theory,  the 

0 

people  fpeak  through  their  reprefentatives;  in  prac- 
tice, this  reprefentation  is  imperfecl ; and  through 
this  imperfe&ion,  a fourth  eftate,  as  it  were,  has  been 
created,  not  recognized  by  the  Conllitution.  In  the- 
ory, the  King  is  wifely  invefled  with  a negative  power, 
relative  to  thofe  laws  which  he  is  to  execute.  But 
time,  the  greatell  of  all  innovators,  (as  Lord  Bacon 
exprelfes  it,)  feems  to  have  virtually  fet  afide  this 
prerogative,  and  eftablilhed  a fubllitute  injurious  to 
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morals,  and  unfavourable  to  happinefs.  In  theory, 
the  King  himfelf  can  do  no  wrong,  for  he  is  coun- 
felled,  and  a&s  by  his  Minifters  ; and  it  is  reafonable 
that  they  ffiould  therefore  be  refponfible.  Look 
back,  however,  to  the  adminiflration  of  Sir  Robert 
Walpole,  and  of  many  of  his  fucceffors,  and  this  re- 
fponfibility  will  hardly  appear  pra&ically  to  exifl : but 
the  fubjeift  is  too  copious  for  a letter.  I am  equally 
with  you  a zealous  lover  of  my  country,  and  a warm 
admirer  of  its  form  of  government,  which  I would 
not  have  exchanged  for  any  other,  either  conceived 
or  eftabliffied,  in  the  world.  My  folicitude  is  for  the 
fecurity  of  what  is  fo  invaluable,  by  the  reformation 
of  abufes,  and  by  reffcoring  to  each  eftate  its  true  dig- 
nity, independence,  and  efficiency.  We  ffiould  re- 
member alfo,  that  the  human  mind,  in  nations  as  well 
as  individuals,  is  progreffive;  that  to  promote  this 
progrefs  is  one  of  the  mod;  important  objefts  of  the 
facial  union  ; and  that  political  improvements  ffiould 
therefore  proceed  in  a gentle  pace,  but  always  pro- 
portionate to  fuch  advancement.  Happy  would  it 
have  been  for  the  wretched  and  dihrafted  country  of 
France,  if  the  wife  and  temperate  counfels  of  M. 
Neckar  had  been  properly  regarded  by  its  unfortu- 
nate king,  and  hill  more  unfortunate  people. 
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No.  XLI. 

/ . 

From  the  Same  to  the  Same . 

tc  Manchejler , 1793. 

\ 

C£  THOUGH  writing  renews  emotions  which  it 
is  my  ftudy  and  duty  to  calm,  yet  I cannot,  and 
indeed  ought  not  to  forbear  the  return  of  my  molt 
grateful  acknowledgments  for  your  kind  and  confola. 
tory  letter.  The  fympathy  of  friendfhip  is  a healing 
balm  to  forrow;  and  you  have  fuperadded  confi- 
derations  of  acquiefcence,  equally  direfted  to  the 
underftanding  and  the  heart.  I am  fully  fenfible  of 
their  value  and  their  force,  and  through  the  goodnefs 
of  God,  my  mind  has  been  fupported  with  tolerable 
firmnefs  in  this  trying  difpenfation.  Neither  has  my 
health  been  much  impaired,  excepting  for  a few  days 
only;  for  happily  I was  uncommonly  well  during 
leveral  weeks  before  the  melancholy  event  of  my 
fon’s  death.  At  the  fame  period  too,  ***  had  juft 
recovered  from  a moft  fevere  and  alarming  fit  of  afthma. 

m 
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From  St.  Peterfburgh  alfo,  at  this  critical  juncture, 
we  received  with  extraordinary  expedition,  (by  one 
of  the  King’s  meffiengers,)  two  letters,  announcing 
the  tidings  of  my  elded  fon’s  convalefcence,  and  that 
he  was  to  perform  divine  fervice  on,  the  following 
Sunday.  In  judgment,  therefore,  we  experienced 
mercy;  and  I feel  devoutly  thankful  to  that  Being 
who  gives  and  takes  away  in  love. 

The  origin  of  evil,  to  which  you  refer  as  a diffi- 
culty, appears  to  be  fuch  only,  through  the  adoption 
of  an  improper  term.  Of  thofe  phyfical  operations 
that  are  denominated  evil,  we  know  not  the  fina^ 
caufe ; and  from  the  prevalence  of  harmony  and  good 
cognizable  by  us,  we  are  warranted  from  analogy  to 
conclude,  that  all  is  harmonious  and  good.  Abfolute 
phyfical  evil,  therefore,  has  probably  no  exigence  in 

i 

the  univerfe.  And  if  the  world  which  we  inhabit  be 
regarded  in  a relative  view,  not  as  the  portion  of  a 
great  fyftem,  but  as  the  theatre  of  a&ion  to  man,  the 
unceafmg  and  uniform  operation  of  general  laws  will 
be  found  effential  to  theexercifeof  his  rational  powers, 
and  to  his  comfort,  advancement,  and  well-being  in 
life.  Were  the  Hate  of  things  changed,  there  could 
be  no  invefligation,  no  forecaff,  no  certainty  either 
of  expeftation  or  enjoyment. 


\ 
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Moral  evil  is  an  improper  term  for  imperfection, 
that  imperfection  which  is  inherent  in  every  finite 
being.  This  life  is  the  commencement  of  an  immortal 
exigence;  it  is  the  fchool  of  our  infancy,  where  we 
are  to  be  trained  and  difciplined ; where  folly  is  to 
be  corrected,  weaknefs  ftrengthened,  knowledge  ac- 
quired, and  virtuous  habits  eftablilhed.  It  is  proba- 
ble, that  through  all  eternity  the  powers  and  faculties 
of  man  will  be  progrefiive;  and  that  as  his  fphere 
enlarges,  his  talents  will  be  more  and  more  exercifed ; 
yet  fiill  perhaps  liable  to  occafional  obftacles  and 
deviations ; for  the  Deity  alone  is  perfeCt  and  un- 
erring in  all  his  ways.” 


The  event  which  forms  the  fubjeCt  of  the  laft  letter, 

* \ 

was  one  of  the  mofl  afflictive  which  human  nature  is 
called  to  fuftain.  It  was  the  death  of  a beloved  fon,* 
whofe  endowments  had  railed  high  and  merited  ex- 
pectations of  future  diftinCtion,  juft  at  the  period  of 
completing  the  courfe  of  a liberal  education.  He 

* James  Percival,  the  fecond  fon  of  the  fubjeft  of  this  narrative. 
See  Appendix.F. 
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fell  a facrifice,  in  the  twenty-fourth  year  of  his  age 
(February  25th,  1793,)  to  a malignant  fever,  which 
he  had  contra&ed  whilft  profecuting  his  medical  ftudies 
at  the  Univerfity  of  Edinburgh. 

I o edimate  the  lofs,  or  defcribe  the  forrow  occa- 
fioned  by  fuch  an  event,  need  not  be  attempted  by 
the  writer  of  thefe  Memoirs.  He  cannot,  however, 
refrain  from  obferving,  in  memory  of  one  fo  deeply 
lamented,  that  indications  of  future  eminence,  more 
flattering  to  the  individual,  or  more  gratifying  to  a 
parent,  than  thofe  which  marked  bis  dawning  talents, 

are  feldom  granted  by  nature  with  equally  indul- 

/ 

gent  bounty.  The  fincere  and  generous  affections 
of  his  mind  difplayed  at  once  the  faired  chara&eridics 
of  moral  excellence.  His  intercourfe  with  books  and 

with  the  world  had  already  furnifhed  him  largely 

•*  % 

with  ufeful  acquifitions;  whilfl  the  value  of  that 
knowledge  was  enhanced  by  the  imprefs  which  it 

» 

received  from  his  own  underftanding.  Nor  was  the 
light  of  genius  wanting  to  give  Iuflre  to  his  varied 
powers;  his  eflays,  both  in  literature  and  fcience, 
gave  aflurance,  that  performances  of  no  feeble  merit 
might  be  the  fruit  of  a riper  period;  and  that  his 
talents,  doomed  as  they  were  to  an  unexpected  grave, 
did  not  perifh  in  untimely  vigour. 
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The  affliction  experienced  on  this  melancholy  oc- 
cafion  was  aggravated  by  the  lofs  which  Dr.  Percival 
had  recently  fuftained,  in  the  removal  of  his  eldeft 
fon  to  St.  Peterfburgh,  where  he  refided  as  Chaplain 
to  the  FaCtory  of  Britiffi  Merchants.  Of  his  return 
from  that  diflant  fettlement,  little  expectation  could 
be  indulged  for  many  years;  fo  that  the  fubjeCt  of 
this  narrative  might  feel  himfelf  bereft  on  a fudden, 
by  thefe  events,  of  his  earlieft  and  moft  valued  hopes. 
But  his  mind  was  open  to  the  confolations  of  reafoh ; 
and  he  cheriffied  with  delight  the  animating  refources 
of  his  religion. — The  frit  purfuit  in  which  he  fought 
relief  from  the  dejeCtion  of  his  mind,  was  the  invefti- 
gation  of  the  interefling  but  difficult  queflion  refpeCt- 
ing  the  purpofe  of  moral  and  phyfical  evil.  The 
difquifition  which  he  formed  on  that  fubjeCt  with  much 
care  and  deliberation,  befides  its  merit  in  other  refpeCts, 
furniffies  no  light  manifeflation  of  the  energy  and  the 
cheerfulnefs  of  his  piety.  It  was  afterwards  published 
by  him,  (in  the  third  part  of  « A Father’s  Inftruc- 
<c  tions,  ) and  entitled,  A Difcourfe  on  the  Divine 
PermiJJion  of  Evil,  Phyfical  and  Moral. 

Dr.  Percival  occupied  himfelf  foon  afterwards  in 
forming  a Code  of  Infeitutes  and  Precepts,  deligned  to 
regulate  the  opndud:  of  the  medical  faculty ; a work 
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which  he  had  already  commenced,  with  a view  to 
the  benefit  of  the  fon,  whofe  death  he  was  now  de- 
ploring. Under  the  title  of  Medical  yurifprudencey 
it  was  committed  to  the  prefs ; not  for  the  immediate 
purpofe  of  publication,  but  in  order  to  diftribute 
copies  of  the  work  to  his  numerous  literary  and  pro- 
feflional  friends,  for  the  advantage  of  their  judgment 
and  criticifm.  The  Treatife  has  fince  undergone  fome 
improvement  and  confiderable  enlargement,  and  is  at 
prefent  before  the  public,  under  the  more  appropriate 

title  of  Medical  Ethics. The  following  letters  are 

among  the  number  of  thofe  which  the  author  received 
in  return  for  his  communication  of  the  work,  in  its 
firlt  form.  They  are  fele&ed  on  the  prefent  occafion, 
not  becaufe  they  are  more  flattering,  or  poflibly  more 
judicious,  teftimonies  of  its  merit,  than  many  others; 
but  becaufe  they  proceeded  from  judges  of  acknow- 
ledged abilities ; the  former,  medical  pra&itioners  of 
the  firfl  eminence;  the  latter,  a profound  adept  in 
criticifm  and  morals. 
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From  Dr.  Heberden  to  Dr.  Fercivaz . 

“ Windfor , Aug.  28,  1794. 

« IT  is  owing  to  my  diftance  from  London  that  I 
have  not  fooner  made  my  acknowledgments,  and 
returned  my  thanks  for  your  very  obliging  letter. 
Your  being  able  to  refume  the  work  you  had  in 
hand,  makes  me  hope  that  your  good  principles, 
with  the  aid  of  time,  have  greatly  recovered  your 
mind  from  what  you  mud  have  differed  on  occalion 
of  the  great  lofs  in  your  family  ; and  your  attention 
in  the  profecution  of  it  will  powerfully  affift  in  per- 
fectly reftoring  your  tranquillity.  What  you  have 
already  communicated  to  the  public  with  fo  much 
juft  applaufe,  fhews  you  to  be  peculiarly  well  quali- 
fied for  drawing  up  a code  of  Medical  Ethics,  by  the 
juft  fenfe  you  have  of  your  duties  as  a man,  and  by 
the  mafterly  knowledge  of  your  profeflion  as  a phy- 
fician.  I hope  it  will  not  be  long  before  the  flieets 
already  printed  come  to  my  hands ; and  I return  you 
many  thanks  for  intending  to  favour  me  with  a fight 
of  them. 
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<c  The  pleafure  of  a vifit  from  one  of  Dr.  Hay- 
garth’s  merit,  whom  I have  long  known  and 
efteemed,  would  probably  give  me  fpirits,  and  make 
me  think  myfelf  lefs  broken  than  I am.  I have 
entered  my  eighty-fifth  year  j and  when  I retired  a 
few  years  ago  from  the  pra&ice  of  phyfic,  I trufl  it 
was  not  with  a wifh  to  be  idle,  which  no  man  capa- 
ble of  being  ufefully  employed  has  a right  to  be;  but 
becaufe  I was  willing  to  give  over  before  my  prefence 
of  thought,  judgment,  and  recollection  were  fo  im- 
paired, that  I could  not  do  juftice  to  my  patients* 
It  is  more  defirable  for  a man  to  do  this  a little  too 
foon  than  a little  too  late ; for  the  chief  danger  is 
on  the  fide  of  a man  not  doing  It  foon  enough.” 


No.  XLIII. 

From  the  Same  to  the  Same. 

“ Pall-Mall , Ott.  15,  1794* 

« BY  miftake  or  neglect  of  the  perfon  left  in  my 
houfe  in  London,  to  which  I am  juft  returned,  your 
code  of  Medical  Jurifprudence  had  been  fent  hither 
fome  time  before  I had  been  made  acquainted  with 
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it.  I have  read  it,  and  do  not  wonder  that  nothing 

i 

could  be  found  by  me,  or  by  any  one,  to  add  or  to 
alter,  after  a work  of  this  kind  had  paffed  through 
the  hands  of  one  fo  much  mailer  of  the  fubjecl,  and 
who  had  taken  no  little  time  to  confider  it,  and  to 
make  the  proper  improvements.  I am  confident  that 
the  fame  might  be  faid  of  them,  were  I to  read  the 
two  chapters  that  remain  to  be  finifhed.  If  your 
judicious  advice  and  rules  were  duly  obferved,  they 
would  greatly  contribute  to  fupport  the  dignity  of 
the  profelhon,  and  the  peace  and  comfort  of  the  pro- 
felfors.  There  has  lately  been  edablifhed  in  feveral 
of  the  London  hofpitals,  a plan  of  courfes  of  le&ures 
in  all  the  branches  of  knowledge  ufeful  to  a fludent 
of  phyfic.  Such  plans,  if  rightly  executed,  as  I have 
no  reafon  to  doubt  they  will  be,  mud  make  London  a 
fchool  of  phyfic  fuperior  to  moft  in  Europe.  The  ex- 
perience afforded  in  an  hofpital  will  keep  down  the  lux- 
riance  of  plaufible  theories.  Many  fuch  have  been 
delivered  in  leclures,  by  celebrated  teachers,  with  great 
applaufe;  but  the  fludents,  though  perfectly  mailers 
of  them,  not  having  corrected  them  with  what  nature 
exhibits  in  an  hofpital,  have  found  themfelves  more  at 
a lofs  in  the  cure  of  a patient  than  an  elder  apprentice 
of  an  apothecary.  I pleafe  myfelf  with  thinking  that 
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the  method  of  teaching  the  art  of  healing  is  becom- 
ing every  day  more  conformable  to  what  reafon  and 
nature  require  ; that  the  errors  introduced  by  fuper. 
flition  and  falfe  philofophy  are  gradually  retreating ; 
and  that  medical  knowledge,  as  well  as  all  other 
dependent  upon  obfervation  and  experience,  is  con- 
tinually increafing  in  the  world.  The  prefent  race  of 
phyficians  are  pofleffed  of  feveral  moil  important 
rules  of  pra&ice,  utterly  unknown  to  the  ablefl  in 
former  ages,  not  excepting  Hippocrates  himfelf,  or 
even  iEfculapius.” 


No.  XLIV. 


From  Sir  George  Baker , Bart . to  Dr.  Percjkal , 

“ Jermyn-Jlreety  May  9,  1794 

. . . «e  WHAT  I have  feen  of  the  Medical  Jurifpru- 
dence  meets  with  my  entire  approbation  ; and  I hope 
you  will  foon  have  time  to  complete  the  whole  work. 
The  dignity  of  Fhyfic  cannot  any  where  be  well 
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fupported  without  harmony  and  due  fubordination 
among  thofe  practitioners  whom  neighbourhood  has 
conne&ed;  nor  can  the  evils  which  are  apt  to  arife  in 
their  common  intercourfe  be  more  probably  averted 
than  by  the  voluntary  fubfcription  of  the  Faculty  to 
fuch  laws  as  you  have  propofed.  In  our  ftatute  book 
at  the  College  of  Phyficians,  we  have  a chapter  6 De 
c Converfatiorie  Morali,’  fome  parts  of  which  are 
fimilar  to  your  Medical  Jurifprudence;  but  your  laws 
are  fuller  and  more  comprehenfive.  With  refpett  to 
them,  I can  truly  fay,  that  I find  much  to  admire,  and 
nothing  to  criticife. 

“ The  honour*  intended  for  me  will  be  much 
valued ; (in  Terentian  phrafe,)  £ non  tain  ob  ipfum 
‘ donum  quam  quod  abs  te  datum.*  One  may  be  per- 
mitted to  be  proud  of  the  friendfhip  of  good  men, 
without  incurring  the  imputation  of  vanity. 

“ Your  Ton’s  Difcourfe  on  Hofpital  Duties  I have 
read  with  particular  pleafure.  It  is  a judicious  and 
elegant  compofition ; and  I congratulate  you,  e qui 
c Jilium  habeas  tali  ingenio  praditum.* 

* The  volume  of  Medical  Ethics  is  infcribed  to  Sir  George 
Baker,  bart. 
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No.  XLV. 

From  the  Rev . Samuel  Parr,  LL.D.  to  the 

» 

Rev.  T.  B.  Percival , LL.  B. 

(Or,  in  his  abfence,)  to  Dr.  Pprcival. 

* 

<e  I RETURNED  hither  a few  days  hgo  from 
Birmingham,  where  I had  an  opportunity  of  receiving 
the  publication*  which  your  father  did  me  the  honour 
of  fending  for  my  acceptance.  Permit  me  to  con- 
vey, through  you,  my  thankful  acknowledgments 
for  this  mark  of  his  attention;  and  to  allure  you, 
that  the  fubjeft  which  you  have  chofen,  and  the  rela- 
tion in  which  you  Hand  to  Dr.  Percival,  gave  me,  on 
this  occafion,  a much  keener  curiofity  than  I ufually 
feel  in  fitting  down  to  the  perufal  of  fermons,  even 
where  I have  reafon  to  prefume  that  they  are  well 
intended,  and  well  written. 

<e  I am  not  accuhomed  to  trifle  with  my  corres- 
pondents, or  to  degrade  myfelf  by  the  jargon  of 

* “ Difcourfe  on  Hofpital  Duties,”  by  the  Rev.  T.  D.  Percival, 
annexed  to  the  Treatife  on  “ Medical  Ethics. 
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vague  and  trite  panegyric  ; but  to  you,  Sir,  I fpeak 
only  the  language  of  juft  and  fincere  commendation, 
when  I fay  that  my  expectations,  high  and  eager  as 
they  were,  have  not  been  difappointed. 

tc  With  ftriking  and  peculiar  felicity  you  have 
blended  the  elegance  of  a Differtation  with  the  feri- 
oufnefs  of  a Sermon.  Your  topics  are  feleCted  with 
propriety,  and  arranged  with  exa&nefs ; your  ftyle 
is  polifhed  without  gaudinefs,  and  animated  without 
extravagance.  Your  remarks  are  fuch  as  could  occur 
only  to  a mind  deeply  interefted  in  the  fubject,  and 
amply  qualified  for  the  difcufiion  of  it  by  frequent 

l, 

nd  accurate  obfervation.  In  the  appeals  which  you 
have  made  to  the  paflions  of  your  hearers,  you  have 
wifely  abftained  from  popular  and  rampant  exaggera- 
tion ; and  the  fads  which  you  have  fet  before  their 
underftandings,  equally  deferve  confideration  from 
every  prejudiced  obje&or  and  every  enlightened  well- 
wiflier  to  the  Inftitution  which  you  meant  to  recom- 
mend. Through  the  range  which  you  have  taken 
over  the  various  clafifes  of  duty  afiigned  to  perfons  of 
various  profeflions,  you  will  find  a willing  and  atten- 
tive follower  in  every  man  who  is  capable  of  refleCf- 
ing  on  that  happy  order  of  things,  in  which  earthly 
and  fpiritual  wifdom,  compalfion,  and  piety,  the  diii- 
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gence  of  the  unlearned,  and  the  fkill  of  the  learned, 
are  all  made  to  co-operate  in  the  great  and  facred 
caufe  of  benevolence.  Of  philofophy  you  have 
employed  enough,  and  not  more  than  enough,  to 
infufe  frelh  vigour  into  fome  of  the  more  important 
parts;  and  over  the  whole  you  have  fprinkled  the  pre- 
cious dew  of  Scripture,  judicioufly  and  reverently. 

“ Such,  Sir,  are  the  imprefilons  left  upon  my 
mind  by  the  perufal  of  your  excellent  Difcourfe ; and 
perhaps  you  will  not  be  difpleafed  to  hear,  that  my 
very  accomplilhed  and  worthy  friend.  Dr.  Jokn- 
flone,  fpoke  of  it  in  terms  of  approbation  fimilar  to 
my  own. 

« In  regard  to  the  advertifement  which  is  prefixed 
to  it  in  the  name  of  Dr.  Percival,  I could  not  read 
it  without  a pang.  I cannot  refieft  upon  it  without 
(Irong  emotions  of  fympathy  with  him  on  the 
lofs  of  fuch  a fon,  trained  up  under  the  aufpicious 
example  of  fuch  a father  to  erudition,  fcience,  and 

virtue. 

“ Prefent,  Sir,  I beg  of  you,  my  befi;  refpefts  to 
Dr.  Percival ; and  forgive  me,  Sir,  when  I intreat 
and  even  exhort  you  to  foothe  the  anguifti  of  his 
foul,  by  redoubling  your  own  efforts  in  the  acqui- 
fition  of  knowledge,  in  the  exercife  of  humanity,  and 
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in  the  diffuGon  of  thofe  found  and  falutary  induc- 
tions which  unite  the  bed  interefts  of  fociety  with 
the  pure  and  fublime  principles  of  true  religion. 
With  great  efteem  for  your  talents,  and  unfeigned 
willies  for  your  welfare}  See, 


No.  XLVI. 

From  the  Same  to  Dr . Percival, 

“ Hatton , Sept,  24,  1794. 

« PERMIT  me  to  thank  you  for  the  kind  and 
elegant  letter  which  I laft  week  had  the  honour  of 
receiving  from  you  ; and  to  allure  you  that  nothing 
but  the  preffure  of  numerous  and  fome  of  them 
important  matters  would  have  prevented  me  from 
making  a more  early  acknowledgment.  I am  not 
only  no  ftranger  to  the  refpeclability  of  your  general 
character;  but  I have  read  with  great  attention  and 
great  fatisfa&ion  feveral  of  the  works  by  which  you 
have  adorned  your  profellion,  and  endeavoured  ably 
to  enlighten  and  improve  mankirfd.  You  have  a 
right,  therefore,  to  call  upon  my  gratitude  as  well  as 
my  politenefs,  when  you  are  difpofed  to  afk  my  opi- 
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nion  upon  any  intended  publication;  and  you  may 
depend  both  upon  my  earneftnefs  to  judge  rightly, 
and  my  readinefs  to  communicate  my  judgment  fairly 
and  refpe&fully.  I ought  to  do  fo,  whether  I con- 
fider  the  importance  of  the  fubjett,  or  the  abilities 
and  virtues  of  the  writer.  Laft  night  I received  a 
copy  of  your  work  on  Medical  Jurifprudence,  and 
this  morning  I have  given  to  the  perufal  of  it  all  the 
time  I could  fpare  from  fome  critical  enquiries  which 
I am  making  for  the  ufe  of  an  old  friend,  and  the 
refult  of  which  I muft  communicate  by  to-day’s  pod. 

“ I have  read  the  three  firft  chapters,  and  in  no 
one  inftance  did  I feel  one  moment’s  hefitation  in 
affenting  to  your  fage  and  humane  obfervations. 
The  fight  of  Beccaria’s  name  forcibly  hurried  away 
my  eye  to  the  laft  chapter;  and  there  I found  fome 
difficulties,  which,  after  re-confidering  them,  I ffiall 
take  the  liberty  to  communicate. 

“ You  will  excufe  me  for  hating  that  my  father 
was  an  apothecary  and  furgeon  at  Harrow ; that  he 
was  a man  of  a very  robuft  and  vigorous  intellect ; 
that  he  wiffied  to  educate  me  in  that  profeffion 
which  boafts  of  Dr.  Percival  as  one  of  its  nobleft 
ornaments  ; that  for  two  or  three  years  I attended  to 
his  bufinefs;  and  that  I have  long  been  in  the  habit 
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of  reading  on  medical  fubje&s.  The  great  advantage 
I have  derived  from  thefe  circumflances  is,  that  I 
have  found  opportunities  for  converfation  and  friend- 
Ihip  with  a clafs  of  men,  whom  after  a long  and  at- 
tentive furvey  of  chara&er,  I have  found  to  be  the 
moji  enlightened  profeflional  perfons  in  the  circle  of 
human  arts  and  fciences. 

“ Give  me  leave  to  congratulate  you  on  the  happy 
and  honourable  fituation  of  your  very  accomplilhed 
fonj  and  to  exprefs  my  fmcere  hope  that  in  his 
increafmg  knowledge  and  future  profpe&s  you  may 
find  fome  confolation  for  your  melancholy  lofs.” 


VOL.  Ie 
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Dr.  PERCIVAL  was  now  arrived  at  that  period 
of  life,  when  it  commonly  happens  that  the  energies 
and  vigour  of  maturity  begin  fenfibly  to  decline. 
His  bodiiy  conftitution,  which  from  childhood  had 
never  been  rob uft,  was  preferved  with  diligent  care, 
fo  as  to  fecure  in  a moderate  degree  the  comfort  of 
health,  and  the  capacity  of  exertion.  He  was  {fill, 
however,  fubject  to  periodical  attacks  of  fevere  head- 
ache ; and  on  thefe  occafions  he  differed  during  feveral 
• ' 

hours  the  mod  acute  pain,  fometimes  followed  by 
opprelhve  languor.*  But  with  the  exception  of  this 

* The  habitual  cheerfulnefs  which  Dr.  Percival  maintained  under 
the  frequent  attacks  of  this  diforder,  is  affuredly  worthy  of  remark. 
I am  difpofed  even  to  tranfcribe  in  this  place  the  following  playful 
confolatory  obfervations,  which  he  offers  to  a much-valued  cor- 
refpondent,  who  was  frequently  afflidfed  with  the  fame  malady  : — 
“ In  my  fympathy  with  you  under  the  head-ache,  I am  inclined  to 
t‘  derive  fome  comfort,  from  adding  your  highly-refpedfable  name  to 
“ a lift  of  very  diftinguilhed  perfonages,  St.  Paul,  Virgil,  Pope, 
“ See.  See.  who  have  enjoyed  ftrong  intelledls  with  weak  heads. 
“ Sydenham,  a martyr  to  the  gout,  confoles  himfelf  with  the 
“ refledtion  that  princes,  generals,  admirals,  and  philofophers,  have 
been  fubjedt  to  its  tortures;  and  that  it  deftroys  more  rich  than 
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malady,  which  Teemed  to  abate  in  violence  as  he 
advanced  in  years,  his  health  was  feldom  interrupted 
by  any  material  ailment ; and  from  the  encroachment 
of  imaginary  ills  no  man  was  more  perfectly  or  hap- 
pily exempt. 

It  may  perhaps  be  lamented,  that  the  Correfpon * 
dence  of  Dr.  Percival,  which  occupies  a preceding 
part  of  this  narrative,  furnifhes  few  details  of  the 
events  and  habits  of  his  private  life.  “ The  bufi- 
<c  nefs  of  a biographer’*  (fays  an  illuftrious  matter* 
in  that  branch  of  literature)  “ is  often  to  pafs  {lightly 
“ over  thofe  performances  which  produce  vulgar 

“ poor  perfons,  and  more  wife  men  than  fools.  To  this  ironical 
“ obfervation,  he  fubjoins  one  both  juft  and  pious ; viz.  that  fuch 
“ difpenfations  evince  the  impartiality  of  Divine  Providence,  in 
“ favouring  thofe  who  want  the  conveniences  of  life  with  beneficial 
“ exemptions,  and  tempering  the  bleflings  of  others  with  a propor- 
“ tionate  admixture  of  evil.” 

“ In  the  hiftory  of  head-ache,  the  faft  mentioned  by  Lady  Ruffell, 
“ in  one  of  her  letters  to  Dr.Fitzwilliam,  is  particularly  curious.  Her 
“ Ladyfhip  ftates,  that,  ‘ being  to  linger  in  a world  fhe  can  no  more 
“ delight  in,  God  has  given  her  a freedom  from  bodily  pain,  to  a 
“ degree  fhe  almoft  never  knew ; not  fo  much  as  a ftrong  fit  of  head- 
u ache  having  been  felt  by  her  fince  that  miferable  time,  [the 
“ execution  of  Lord  Ruflell,]  with  which  fheufed  to  be  tormented 
“ very  frequently.” 

Letter  to  Mrs.  H.  More. 


* Dr.  Johnfon. 
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“ greatnefs,  to  lead  the  thoughts  into  domeftic  priva. 
<£  cies,  and  difplay  the  minute  details  of  daily  life  j 
“ where  exterior  appendages  are  call  afide,  and  men 
<c  excel  each  other  only  by  prudence  and  virtue.’* 
The  precept,  whether  applicable  or  not  to  general 
biography,  might,  on  a partial  view,  feem  appropriate 
to  a chara&er,  which  was  diftinguilhed  by  having 
illuftrated,  in  the  mofl  minute  and  rnofl  important 
offices  of  life,  the  fame  perfect  confiftency.  of  moral 
conduct.  It  might  juftly  be  obferved  of  the  Subjeft  of 
this  Memoir,  that  the  attributes  of  the  philofopher 
belonged  not  more  properly  to  the  writer  than  to  the 
man  ; and  that  he  ceafed  not  to  aim  at  the  higheft 
dignity  of  human  virtue,  by  conforming  his  habitual 
fentiments  to  the  dictates  of  enlightened  reafon ; 
<£  to  (ppovew  jxovov  ctyotSov,  to  S’c&tpgoveiv  kukov.”  So 
habitually  temperate  and  meafured  was  his  conduct, 
that,  in  truth,  the  courfe  of  a long  career  furniffied 
fcarcely  any  of  thofe  perfonal  incidents  in  which  vul- 
gar curiofity  is  apt  to  delight.  The  embarraffinents 
occafioned  by  the  over-ruling  influence  of  particular 
propenfities,  by  the  obftinacy  of  pride,  or  the  frolics 
of  vanity,  found  no  place  in  the  even  tenor  of  a life 
devoted  to  the  fervice  of  learning  and  philanthropy ; 
a life,  which  exemplified  at  once  the  energy  and  the 
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value  of  thofe  fpeculative  principles  which  philofo- 
phers  have  often  vainly  endeavoured  to  realize.  The 
reader,  therefore,  who  is  acquainted  with  thefe  attri- 
butes of  Dr.  PercivaPs  character,  may  recognize  both 
in  his  correfpondence  and  more  finiflied  writings  the 
eftential  features  of  his  difpofition.  The  fame  upright 
and  benevolent  fpirit,  the  fame  candour  of  fentiment 
and  urbanity  of  manner,  the  fame  ardour  for  improve- 
ment  and  zeal  for  the  caufe  of  truth,  were  difcern- 
ible  alike  in  the  produ&ions  of  his  pen,  and  the  con- 
duct of  his  life.  The  <£  exterior  appendages  ” to 
which  the  writer  juft  quoted  refers,  hardly  ferved  to 
embellifli,  much  lefs  to  exalt,  the  real  dignity  of  his 
nature.  So  that  the  removal  of  the  veil  which  fome- 
times  conceals,  even  in  great  minds,  a contrariety 
of  lentiment  and  condutt,  could  in  this  inftance 
difclofe  nothing  which  was  not  already  manifeft. 
■(  Ne  famam  quidcm , cui  etiavi  Jape  boni  indulgent , 
■(  ojientanda  •virtute , aut  per  artem  quafivit-} — procid 
- amulatione  adverjus  collegas.” 

In  private  fociety,  Dr.  Percival  delighted  to  indulge 
the  unreferved  and  focial  difpofition  of  his  nature. 
His  more  anxious  purfuits  were  at  once  difmifled  from 
his.  thoughts ; and  he  exhibited  the  powers  of  his 
underftanding,  blended  as  they  were  .with  the  attri- 
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butes  of  mildnefs  and  candour.  His  /kill  in  conduc- 
ing rational  and  polite  converfation  was  among  the 
moft  confpicuous  of  his  accomplishments.  The  tran- 
quil facility  of  his  difcourfe  rendered  it  peculiarly 
agreeable  to  his  hearers,  and  left  them  at  liberty  to 
admire  the  graces  of  elegance  and  perfpicuity.  Exempt 
alike  from  the  pedantry  of  the  declaimer,  the  man  of 
falhion,  or  the  ftudent,  he  neither  fought  “ to  dazzle 
ie  with  a luxury  of  light,”  nor  ftudied  to  difguife  the 
real  merit  or  value  of  his  opinions.  He  Seldom  how- 
ever aimed  at  wit,  and  Hill  more  rarely  at  humour  j 
except  that  he  occafionally  indulged  a fportive  playful- 
nefs  on  topics,  which  for  the  moment  excited  his  fancy. 
In  the  company  of  fhrangers?  his  exertions  vifibly  in- 
creafed,  when  the  energy  and  variety  of  his  difcourfe 
hardly  ever  failed  to  equal  the  occafion  on  which  it 
was  exercifed.  It  has  been  remarked  by  acute  obfer- 
yers,  that  the  language  and  periods  which  he  ufed 
bore  a (Iriking  refemblance  to  thofe  of  his  written 
compofitions : it  might  be  obferved  too,  that  fome- 
times,  though  not  commonly,  his  converfation  alfumed 
a more  regular  and  meafured  form,  than  is  perhaps 
fuited  to  the  unpremeditated  effufions  of  focial  inter- 
courfe.  But  this  propenfity  was  obvioufly  unconne&ed 
with  affe&ation  of  any  kind,  and  might  proceed  partly 
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from  his  habit  of  attending  to  the  elegancies  of  < 
fpeech,  and  partly  from  his  native  temper,  which  was 
averfe  both  from  levity  and  indifference. 

The  fociety  of  Dr.  Percival  was  frequently  dilrer- 

fified  by  the  vifits  of  Grangers  and  foreigners  of 

> 

diftinCtion,  who  came  to  indulge  their  euriofity  in' 

t 

viewing  the  manufactures  and  the  town  of  Manchefter. 
His  extenfive  correfpondence  with  men  of  eminence 
in  various  departments  was  one  caufe  of  the  frequency 
of  thefe  introductions;  and  doubtlefs  his  own  fame, 
and  his  undifputed  rank  in  the  town  where  he  refided, 
contributed  to  the  fame  circumftance.  Thefe  Grangers 
were  on  all  occafions  received  by  him  with  polite  and 
liberal  hospitality;  while  their  vifits  afforded  him  the 
opportunity,  which  in  remote  provincial  parts  is  ea- 
gerly embraced,  of  liflehing  to  the  hifloiy  and  pro- 
ceedings of  foreign  countries. 

It  may  be  hated  here,  in  compliance  with  chrono- 
logical order,  that  the  Subject  of  this  Memoir,  in 

v 

conjunction  with  other  profeflional  and  leading  inha- 
bitants of  Manchefter,  projected  a fcheme,  about  this 
time,  for  regulating  the  police  and  the  health  of  the 
Poor.  1 he  crowded  and  miferable  habitations  of  the 
lo weft  orders  of  that  town,  their  inattention  to  clean-- 
linefs  and  ventilation,  together  with  the  extreme  po- 
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verty  attendant  on  their  diffolute  manner  of  life,  had 
confpired  to  introduce  among  them  the  moft  fatal 
and  infe&ious  diforders.  The  rapid  increafe  of  the 
labouring  claffes  annually  multiplied  thefe  evils  to  a 
greater  extent;  while  the  fertile  refources  of  a po. 
pulous  neighbourhood  prevented  the  experience  of 
deficiencies  from  their  exceflive  mortality.  At  length, 
however,  the  alarming  fpread  of  contagious  fever, 
which  hardly  ever  ceafed  to  rage  in  fome  part  of  the 
town,  admonifhed  the  better  ranks  to  confuit  their 
own  fafety  by  remedying  the  diforders  of  the  poor. 
Meetings  were  held,  and  different  plans  propofed, 
for  preventing  the  origin,  and  flopping  the  progrefs, 
of  malignant  fever.  Dr.  Perciyal,  and  other  phyfi- 
cians,  prefented  memorials  to  the  Committee,  which 
conflituted  itfelf  a Board  of  Health,”  in  the  year 
1796,  dating  minutely  the  methods  to  be  adopted  for 
this  purpofe,  and  the  importance  of  their  immediate 
application.  They  recommended  a fearch  to  be  made 
into  the  habitations,  which  had  long  harboured  the 
poifon  of  infection ; and  with  the  affiflance  of  the 
officers  of  police,  the  enforcement  of  fuch  new  regu- 
lations, as  cleanlinefs  and  ventilation  required.  1 hey 
dire&ed  the  Tick  to  be  removed  to  fuitable  wards  in 
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the  public  Hofpital,  or  to  houfes  accommodated  for 
a general  reception;*  and  they  efpecially  enjoined,  that 
the  mod;  effe&ual  methods  of  purification  fhould  be 
applied  to  the  houfes  which  the  fick  had  quitted,  in 
order  to  prevent  the  further  communication  of  dis- 
eafe.  By  the  a&ive  execution  of  thefe  meafures,  the 
health  of  the  town  rapidly  improved ; and  by  perfe- 
verance  in  the  fame  laudable  exertions,  the  return  of 
the  former  aggravated  evils  has  been  prevented.  So 
confiderable  were  the  benefits  reful ting  from  the  infti- 
tution  of  the  “ Board  of  Health”  in  Manchefter,  that 
the  fcheme  has  been  imitated  in  various  parts,  and 
every  where  attended  with  the  happieft  confequences.f 

* The  latter  of  thefe  fchemes  meeting  with  more  general  appro- 
bation, the  Manchefter  Board  of  Health  eftabliflied  Fever  Wards , 
and  afterwards  erefted  a large  building  (under  the  denomination  of 
a Houfe  of  Recovery ) in  a lituation  a little  diftant  from  the  General 
Infirmary,  in  order  that  no  danger  of  communicating  the  infection 
of  fever,  to  other  hofpital  patients,  might  be  incurred.  For  a full 
account  of  the  minutes  and  Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Health , the 
reader  is  referred  to  a judicious  publication  bearing  that  title,  and 

printed  at  Manchefter  in  the  year  1805.- See  alfo  Appendix  G. 

where  the  plan  which  Dr.  Percival  proppfed,  and  a communication 
of  Dr.  Haygarth  on  the  fame  fubjeft  are  inferted.  The  limits  of  the 
prefent  work  preclude  the  addition  of  other  valuable  papers  by  the 
Medical  Faculty  of  Manchefter. 

t It  may  be  proper  to  notice,  (once  for  all,)  that  on  this  as  on 
many  limilar  occalions  of  public  exertion,  Dr.  Percival  had  to 
contend  againft  the  opinions,  and  fometimes  the  prejudices,  of  a 
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In  returning  to  the  domeftic  occurrences  of  Dr.  Per, 
cival’s  life,  I am  again  called  to  mention  a fevere  afflic- 
tion which  hefuftained  by  the  death  of  his  eldeft  fon,* 
at  his  refidence  in  St.  Peterfburgh.  Mr.  Percival 
had  lately  vifited  England;  and  by  the  indulgence  of 
the  Britifh  Faftory,  to  whom  he  was  chaplain,  had 
been  permitted  to  extend  the  term  of  his  vifit  to 
the  period  of  twelve  months.  During  the  latter  part 

of  this  time,  while  he  was  enjoying  the  fociety  of  his 
friends  and  family,  he  was  feized  with  a violent  rheu- 
matic fever,  from  which  he  had  fcarcely  recovered 
when  he  again  embarked  for  St.  Peterfburgh.  In 
the  following  year  he  fullered  an  attack  of  the  fame 
malady,  complicated  with  more  formidable  fymptoms; 
and  in  the  month  of  May  1798,  his  danger  became 
apparent.  With  frnguiar  fortitude  be  endured  the 
progreffive  aggravation  of  his  fatal  diforder,  and  with 

numerous  oppofition.  The  fingular  moderation  and  addrefs  by 
which  he  commonly  fucceeded  in  repelling  the  efforts  of  adve-rffc 
party,  has  often  been  remarked  to  me,  by  perfons  more  competent 
to  judge  of  his  conduct  in  thefe  refpefts  than  I prefume  to  be. 
On  no  occafion,  it  may  be  added,  was  his  fuperior  and  conciliatory 
influence  exerted  to  more  effeff,  than  in  promoting  the  judicious 
defigns  of  the  Board  of  Health. 

'*  The  Rev.  Thomas  Baffnett  Fercival,  LL.B.  chaplain  to  the  late 
Marquis  of  Waterford,  and  to  the  Britifh  Faftory  of  Merchants  at 
St.  Peterfburgh.  Vide  Appendix  II. 
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the  ferenity  of  a Chridian  philofopher,  met  the  ap- 
proaching period  of  his  diffolution.  lie  expired  on 
the  27th  day  of  the  fame  month,  in  the  thirty-fecond 
year  of  his  age. 

How  deeply  and  fincerely  Dr.  Percival  was  affefted 
by  this  event,  it  were  Superfluous  to  deferibe.  It 
may  be  obferved  only  that  when  the  fil'd  druggies  of 
nature  had  fubfided,  his  wonted  firmnefs  returned, 
and  his  piety  rofe  fuperior  to  the  anguifh  of  his  feel- 
ings. In  feenes  of  farrow  like  the  prefent,  he  exhi- 
bited a fpe&acle  truly  worthy  of  admiration;  the  filent 
and  devout  tranquillity  of  his  own  bread  forming  an 
affecting  contrail  with  the  feverity  of  the  affliction  that 
affliiled  him.  But  the  lofs  which  he  had  fudained, 
was  at  his  mature  period  of  life  irreparable  ; and  the 
virtues  of  his  fon  were  fuch  as  had  infpired  no  com- 
jnon  degree  of  attachment.  Purity  and  ingenuoufnefs 
of  difpofition,  a mod  lively  and  fcrupulous  fenfe  of 
moral  duty,  were  among  his  confpicuous  excellencies. 
But  the  delicacy  and  perhaps  the  referve  of  his  mind 
often  concealed  the  liberal  accomplishments  with  which 
nature  and  education  had  furnidied  him.  Plis  at- 
tainments, (I  may  be  allowed  to  add,)  both  as  a 
fcholar  and  divine,  were  confiderable ; and  his  pulpit 
difeourfes,  whild  they  manifed  .Superior  powers  of 
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compofition,  breathe  throughout  the  fpirit  cf  feri- 
oufuefs  and  liberality. 

In  the  fpring  of  the  year  1800,  Dr.  Percivai  pub- 
liHied  a third  part , in  addition  to  the  former  volume 
of  A Father's  Inflruciions.  This  fequel  is  addrefted 
exclufively  to  mature  and  cultivated  underftandings  j 
and  might  have  appeared  in  a feparate  form,  had  not 
a new  edition  of  the  preceding  parts  of  the  work  been 
called  for,  juft  at  the  period  when  the  author  was 
furnilhed  with  materials  for  the  prefent  publication, 
by  the  receipt  of  a large  packet  of  letters,  formerly 
tranfmitted  to  his  foil  at  St.  Peterfburgh.  From  thefe 
papers,  which  were  written,  he  declares,  “ without 
tc  the  moft  diftant  view  to  publication,’’  felettions  were 
made,  and  arranged  according  to  the  order  of  their 
fubjetts,  fo  as  to  give  a fyftematic  form  to  the  whole. 
The  Dtfcourfe  on  the  Divine  PermiJJ'ion  of  Evil  was 
added  to  thefe  mifcellaneousdifquifitionsj  and  the  gene- 
ral obje£l  of  theworkis  ethical  and  religious  enquiiy. 

This  publication  may  be  regarded  as  completing 
die  defign  of  moral  injlruhlion , which  the  authoi  had 
commenced  at  an  early  period  of  his  life.  Having 
already  endeavoured  to  illuftrate  the  nature  of  that 
defign,  and  the  fmgular  merits  of  its  execution,  1 
prefume  not  to  enlarge  upon  them  in  the  prefent  place. 
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The  appropriate  purpofe,  however,  of  the  lad  work 
may  fugged  a few  obfervations.  In  fome  of  the  dis- 
quisitions which  it  contains,  the  writer  difclofes  with 
freedom  his  private  opinions  on  feveral  controverted 
topics  of  natural  and  revealed  religion.  His  acquaint- 
ance with  theology  had  grown,  by  a long  courfe  of 
invedigation,  to  be  various  and  profound;  yet  his  zeal 
for  the  propagation  of  its  do&rines  was  invariably 
guarded  by  the  temperate  fpirit  of  philofophy.  The 
belief  which  he  himfelf  embraced,  was  the  refult  of  a 
patient  and  candid  examination  of  the  Scriptures,  and 
of  the  bed  commentaries  which  have  appeared.  It 
accorded  for  the  mod  part,  if  not  entirely,  with  the 
do&rines  of  Arianifm.  But  he  was  little  anxious  to 
defignate  by  any  particular  appellation  that  creed 
which  he  adopted,  as  the  offspring  of  his  deliberate 
convi&ion.  His  diffent  from  the  Church  of  England 
is  feldom  touched  upon  in  any  of  his  writings  ; while 
his  refped  for  edablifliments  in  general,  and  efpe- 
cially  for  that  ol  our  own  country,  is  often  expreffed 
both  in  his  writings  and  correfpondence.  The  fol- 
lowing paffage,  extra&ed  from  a letter  to  the  late 
Rev.  Archdeacon  Paley,  contains  the  fum  of  his 
opinions  with  refpect  to  national  eflablifliments  of  re- 
ligion : “ I am  a Diffenter,”  lays  he,  “ but  actuated 
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4C  by  the  fame  fpirit  of  catholicifm  which  you  pro- 
“ fefsj  an  Eftablifhment  I approve;  the  Church  of 
England  in  many  rcfpefts  I honour;  and  I fliould 
<c  think  it  my  duty  to  enter  inftantly  into  her  com- 
44  munion,  were  the  plan  which  you  have  propofed 
te  at  the  end  of  your  tenth  chapter  carried  into 
44  execution.”  From  a work  fo  widely  and  familiarly 
known,  as  44  The  Principles  of  Moral  and  Political 
44  Philofophyf  it  were,  perhaps,  fuperfluous  to  offer 
any  extra&s.  It  may  be  added  only,  that  the  plan 
to  which  Dr.  Percival  alludes,  is  that  of  a 44  com- 
44  prehenfive  national  religion,  guarded  by  a few 
44  articles  of  peace  and  conformity,  together  with  a 
44  legal  provifion  for  the  clergy  of  that  religion  ; 
44  and  with  a complete  toleration  of  all  Diffenters 

I 

44  from  the  Eftablilhed  Church,  without  any  other 
44  limitation  than  what  arifes  from  the  conjun&ion  of 
44  dangerous  political  difpofitions  with  certain  reli- 
44  gious  tenets.”  Dr.  Percival’s  refpeft  for  Efta- 
blifhments,  and  his  convi&ion  of  their  neceffity  for 
the  maintenance  of  religious  fentiments  and  focial 
happinefs,  feemed  even  to  increafe  in  his  latter  years  ; 
and  to  accord  more  entirely  with  thofe  prudent 
maxims  which  the  religious  anarchy  of  a neighbour- 
ing country  has  now  generally  diffufed. 
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Notwithfianding,  however,  his  fondnefs  for  theolo- 
gical enquiry,  and  his  zealous  attachment  to  the  fun- 
damental doftrines  of  Chriftianity,  it  may  be  obferved, 

> » • 

that  he  rarely  approved,  nor  ever  participated  in  the 
ardour  of  religious  controverfy.  A ftrenuous  advo- 
cate for  the  expediency  of  embracing  definite,  fenii- 
ments  of  beliefs  he  maintained  at  the  fame  time  the 
fupremacy  of  individual  opinion,  and  the  regard  due 
to  that  fyftem  of  national  faith,  which  has  been  pre- 
ferved  to  us  through  fo  long  a period  by  the  eminent 
learning  and  integrity  of  its  divines.  44  The  fpecu- 
44  lative  do&rines  of  religion,”  he  declares,  44  as  they 
44  have  no  influence  on  the  moral  conduCl  of  man- 
kind,  are  comparatively  of  little  importance.  They 
44  cannot  be  underftood  by  the  generality  even 
44  of  Chriftians  ; and  the  wife,  the  learned,  and  the 
44  good,  have  in  all  ages  differed,  and  will  ever  con- 
44  tinue  to  differ,  about  them.  An  intemoerate  zeal 

A 

44  therefore  for  fuch  points  of  faith  betrays  a weak 
44  underftanding  and  a contracted  heart ; and  that 
44  zeal  may  juflly  be  deemed  intemperate,  which  ex* 
44  ceeds  the  value  of  its  objeft,  and  which  abates 
our  benevolence  towards  thofe  who  do  not  adopt 
44  the  fame  opinions  with  ourfelves.” 


CCVlll  MEMOIRS  OF  THE  LIFE  AND  WRITING? 

« / i 

Dr.  Percival  has  avowed,  in  the  publication  which 
has  led  to  this  digreffion,  that  “ at  an  early  period  of 
“ life  his  faith  in  Chriftianity  was  daggered  for  a 
“ while  by  the  perufal  of  Mr.  Hume’s  Eflay  on  Mira- 
“ cles.”  The  circumftance  will  not  be  deemed  difcre- 
ditable  to  his  fagacity,  nor  the  relation  of  it  an 
unfavourable  teftimony  of  the  ingenuoufnefs  of  his 
mind.  He  has  frequently,  however,  declared,  that 
his  faith  was  at  no  long  interval  again  thoroughly 
confirmed  ; and  he  attributed  the  final  removal  'of  his 
doubts  to  the  powerful  reafoning  and  copious  illuftra- 
tion  of  Butler ; a waiter  whom  he  ever  elteemed  the 
chief  pillar  of  Chriftian  do&rine.  “ Your  attach* 
6C  ment  to  Butler’s  Analogy,”  fays  he  in  a letter  to 
his  fon,  “ is  very  fatisfa&ory  to  me.  To  no  book 
*c  am  I under  fo  great  obligations  ; for  by  the  atten* 
« tive  perufal  of  it  my  full  con  vision  of  the  truths 
“ of  Chriftianity  was  reftored.” 

Shortly  after  the  publication  of  the  Third  Fart 
of  a Father’s  InJlruElions  was  difmifled  from  his  hands, 
Dr.  Percival  engaged  ferioufly  in  the  profecution  of  a 
work  which  has  already  been  noticed  under  the  title 
of  Medical  Jurifprudence.  Having  availed  himfelf 
of  the  opinions  and  the  criticifms  of  his  principal  cor- 
refpondents,  he  proceeded  with  more  confidence  in 
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the  talk  of  preferring  rules  of  duty  to  the  extenfive 
body  of  the  faculty  of  Phyfic.  He  relinquifhed, 
however,  his  original  intention,  which  was  to  treat 
of  the  powers , privileges , honours , and  emoluments 
of  that  faculty;  as  he  conceived  that  this  would  lead 
him  to  a field  of  inveftigation  too  wide  and  digreffive. 
He  therefore  confined  himfelf  to  the  more  effential 
topics  which  belong  appropriately  to  Medical  Ethics. 
In  the  fpring  of  the  year  1803,  his  work  was  com- 
pleted and  fent  to  the  prefs  ; and  nearly  the  whole 
of  a large  imprefiion*  was  fold  and  circulated  in  a 
few  months.  The  voice  of  the  public  declared  in  its 
favour;  and  the  teftimonies  of  the  bell  judges  have 
(lamped  a value  on  the  performance,  which  amply 
gratified  the  author’s  expectations. 

As  the  work  laft  noticed  feemed  to  complete  Dr. 
Percival’s  fcheme  of  moral  enquiry  ; fo  this  latefi:  pro- 
duction of  his  pen  may  be  regarded  as  the  conclufion  of 
that  plan  of  profejfional  refearch  and  difquifition  which 
he  had  commenced  in  the  outfet  of  his  career.  With 
peculiar  propriety,  too,  he  thus  formed,  at  an  ad- 
vanced age,  a monument  to  his  fame,  which  exhibits 
in  durable  characters  the  wifdom  and  integrity  of  his 

* A thoufand  copies. 
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private  condufh By  his  former  medical  works 

(which  had  been,  fome  time  ago,  augmented  by  the 
publication  of  a fourth  volume  oF  cc  Eflfays”)  he 
had  acquired  the  reputation  of  an  accurate  obferver. 
of  nature,  a faithful  recorder  of  the  phenomena  of 
health  and  difeafe,  and,  above  all,  of  a fagacious  en- 
quirer into  the  law's  by  which  they  are  regulated 
The  original  merit  of  thefe  writings  has  been  deemed 
to  confift  chiefly  in  the  found  and  legitimate  applica- 
tion of  the  facls  which  his  experience  furnilhed,  to 
the  improvement  of  his  profeflional  art ; nor  will 

' . S 

their  intrinfic  value  be  diminiflied  in  the  eye  of  the 
philofopher,  by  the  great  fuperftruchire  of  medical 
fcience  which  has  been  raifed  fmce  thefe  materials 
were  contributed. 

The  utility  of  fuch  a deflgn  as  the  iC  Medical 

Ethics”  embrace,  can  be  called  in  queftion  by 
thofe  only,  who  imagine  that  the  principles  and  rules 
. of  human  duty,  which  it  is  thebufinefs  of  the  mo- 
. ralifl  to  afcertain,  have  little  influence  on  the  pra&ical 
conduct  of  life.  Admitting,  for  a moment,  the  truth 
of  fo  unpleafmg  a conje&ure,  it  may  yet  be  obferved, 
that  a wide  difference  fubflfts,  between  fuch  treatifes 
as  aim  at  the  effablifhment  of  fpeculative  fyftems  of 
morals,  and  thofe  defigns  which  comprehend  only 
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the  difcipline  and  moral  polity  of  individuals,  a&ing 
in  a fpecific  capacity.  That  ethical  inflitutes  of  the 
latter  defcription  may  become  of  effential  utility, 
when  they  are  deduced  from  definite  principles,  and 
tench  to  definite  purpofes,  will  hardly  be  denied  by 
the  mold  rigid  fceptic ; while  the  more  compre- 
henfive  fpeculatift  will  approve  a defign  like  the 
prefen  t,  not  only  for  its  appropriate  value,  but 
as  forming  a part  of  the  great  fcheme  of  focial  mo- 
rality. The  Medical  Ethics  of  Dr.  Percival,  it  is 
/ ~ 
needlefs  to  obferve,  are  defigned  for  practical  benefit; 

and  however  prudent  or  enlightened  might  be  the 
previous  fentirnents  of  the  Faculty,  to  whom  the  work 
is  addrefied,  few  can  be  difpofed  to  regret  that  the 
rules  of  their  conduct  have  been  fyftematized  into  a 
Code,  adapted  equally  to  fludy  and  to  reference. 

In  the  preface  to  his  work,  the  author  flates,  that 
he  had  been  anxious  to  feek  the  opinions  and  the 
fan&ion  of  feveral  eminent  moral  writers,  previous  to 
its  publication.  The  tributes  of  their  approbation 
which  he  received,  were  undeniably  honourable  and 
gratifying.  But  perhaps  his  own  unafluming  preten- 
fions  comprehended  a fufficient  claim  to  the  privilege 
which  he  exercifed,  in  forming  a fyftem  of  profeflional 
.jurifprudence;  from  his  long-eftablifhed  eminence, as 
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a phyflcian,  from  the  foundnefs  of  his  principles  as  a 
moralifl,  and  the  liberality  of  his  manners  as  a gen- 
tleman.  With  refpect  to  the  original  merit  of  his 

defign,  it  may  be  fuffic'ient  to  remark,  that  the  author 

\ . 

was  not  folicitous  to  difpute  his  pre-eminence  over 
writers  who  had  treated  particular  departments 
ol  the  fame  fubjeCL  Without  attempting  to  fuper- 
fede  the  value  of  their  productions,  he  fought  a diflinCt 
objeCt,  by  a more  comprehenfive  method  than  had 
hitherto  been  defigned;  embracing  at  once  the  offi- 
cial, the  perfonal,  and  the  corporate  duties  of  the 
* 

faculty  of  Phyfic. 

In  the  beautiful  and  affectionate  dedication  of  this 
work  to  his  fon,  Dr.  Percival  anticipates  in  pathetic 
terms  the  approaching  clofe  of  his  life.  <e  Senfible,” 
fays  he,  <c  that  I begin  to  experience  the  preffure  of 
“ advancing  years,  I regard  the  prefent  publication 
ct  as  the  conclufion  in  this  way  of  my  profeffional 
“ labours.  I may  therefore,  without  impropriety,” 
he  continues,  “ claim  the  privilege  of  confecrating 
<c  them  to  you,  as  a paternal  legacy.”  Thofe 
around  him,  however,  indulged  the  more  flattering 
hope  of  protrafted  life,  and  a long  period  yet  to  come 
of  ufefulnefs  and  happinefs.  The  temperate  and 
prudent  habits  which  he  obferved,  together  with 
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the  fuitable  regulation  of  bodily  and  mental  exercife, 
had  preferved  his  conftitution  unimpaired  to  the  fea* 
fon  of  age.  Although  he  fometimes  complained  of 
the  failure  of  his  memory,  the  vigour  of  his  mind  ap- 
peared to  his  friends  to  have  fuffered  hardly  any 
diminution  ; and  the  fenfibility  of  his  feelings  expe- 
rienced neither  injury  nor  decay  to  the  lateft  hours  of 
his  exigence:  44  manent  ingenia  fenibus , mode  per- 
44  manent  Jiudium  et  indu/lria.” 

The  fliort  remaining  period  of  Dr.  Percival’s  life 
was  not  interrupted  by  any  remarkable  or  perfonally 
interefting  event.  He  continued  to  divide  his  time 
between  the  purfuits  of  his  profeffion,  the  intercourfe 
of  his  friends,  and  the  private  ftudies  in  which,  efpe- 
cially,  he  delighted  to  indulge.  44  His  labours  were 
44  ufeful,  his  pleafures  innocent,  his  wifhes  moderate; 

44  and  he  feemed  to  enjoy  the  hate  of  happinefs  which 
44  is  celebrated  by  poets  and  philofophers,  as  the  moh 
44  agreeable  to  nature,  and  the  leaft  acceffible  to  for- 
44  tune.”  In  the  conduh:  of  his  profeffion,  he  fuper- 
added  to  his  practical  ffiill  the  invaluable  talent  of 
conciliating  the  efteem,  and  preferving  the  refpeft  of 
his  brethren  of  the  Faculty.  The  eflimation,  alfo, 
in  which  he  was  held  by  the  general  fociety  around 
him,  gratified  his  ampleft  willies;  for  towards  no 
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one  was  manifefled  a more  univerfal  fentiment  of 

kftidnefs  or  deference. Of  the  public  inftitutions, 

which  he  had  laboured  to  eflablifli,  he  had  the  fatis- 
fattion  of  witnefling  the  fuccefs  and  beneficial  con- 
fequences.  The  Literary  and  Pnilofophical  Society 
(the  honour  of  whofe  foundation  he  might  chiefly 

v 

claim)  had  conduced  its  proceedings  with  confider- 
able  credit.  The  volumes  of  its  Memoirs  {fill  hold 
the  firft  rank  among  the  publications  of  the  various 
Provincial  Societies  of  thefe  kingdoms ; and  their 
merit  is  not  unknown  in  foreign  countries.  Its  de- 
bates continued  to  preferve  a middle  courfe  between 
the  formal  declamations  of  profefled  fpeaking  clubs, 
and  the  loofe  and  familiar  converfation  of  ordinary 
aflemblies ; whilft  the  members,  felefted’  from  the 
inhabitants  of  a populous  and  enterprizing  town, 

brought  to  the  difcuffion  of  many  interefling  fubje&s 
a flock  of  various  and  valuable  knowledge,  and  exer- 
cifed  their  ingenuity  on  matters  of  fpeculative  as  well 
as  practical  fcience.* The  fuccefs  of  the  Man- 

* The  Literary  Society  has  recently  erefled  an  elegant  building, 
commodioufly  adapted  to  the  purpofes  of  the  Institution.  It  confifts 
pf  a large  apartment,  where  the  meetings  are  ufually  held;  a fimilar 
ope,  accommodated  for  public  ledlures  in  the  different  branches  of 
fcience;  and  a third  appropriated  to  the  library  of  the  Society. 
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chefter  Academy,  over  whofe  councils  Dr.  Percival 
had  till  lately  continued  to  prefide,  was  for  fome  time 
confiderable.  The  refpeftable  talents  and  learning 
of  its  tutors  had  attracted  ftudents  to  this  feminary 
from  various  parts  of  the  kingdom  5 and  their  num- 
bers, though  not  great,  were  adequate  to  the  plan 

and  extent  of  the  Foundation. —The  Medical  Efta- 

blilhments  too,  which  Dr.  Percival  had  contributed  to 
form,  or  fupport,  flourilhed  with  wider  benefit ; and 
afforded  the  bell  teftimony  of  their  excellence,  in  the 
the  improved  health  and  condition  of  tire  lower  or- 
ders of  the  community. 

It  now  remains  only  to  add,  that  in  the  domeftic 
circle  of  his  kindred  and  friends,  the  latefh  efforts  of 
Dr.  Percival’s  mind  were  called  forth ; while  he  feemed, 
almolt  daily,  to  become  more  defirous  of  withdraw- 
ing himfelf  from  the  bufinefs  of  the  world,  to  the 
focial  and  tranquil  purfuits  of  retirement. f The 

t It  is  not  unpleafing  to  obferve,  the  philofophic  fentiments  which 
many  diftinguilhed  perfons  have  indulged,  refpedting  the  real  en- 
joyments of  old  age ; fentiments,  it  may  be  remarked,  which  have 
almoft  invariably  been  accompanied  with  the  love  of  retirement,  and 
a genuine  relilh  for  contemplative  occupations.  Were  the  ftudy 
of  letters,  or  the  acquilition  of  fqience,  capable  of  furnilhing  no 
other  lefs  remote  benefits,  even  this  blcfling  might  feem  to  com- 
penfate  the  moderate  labour  of  dieir  cultivation.  Whilft  men  of  the 
\yorld  have  often  complained  of  the  tedioufnefs  and  infipidity  of 
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clouds  of  domeftic  misfortune  which  had  arifen,  could 
not,  indeed,  be  entirely  difpelled  by  any  length  of 
time,  or  effort  of  reafon ; but  while  they  “ tinged 
tc  with  a browner  fhade  the  evening  of  his  life,” 
they  wrought  a nobler  effect  in  the  philofophic  calm 
and  cheerful  piety  of  his  mind.  He  feemed  to  have 
arrived  at  that  “ sera  of  advanced  age,”  which  he 
himfelf  defcribes  in  one  of  his  latefl  works,  as  “ pre- 
“ fenting  to  the  intelligent,  and  the  virtuous,  a fcene 
tc  of  tranquil  enjoyment,  of  obedient  appetites,  of 
“ well-regulated  affections,  of  maturity  in  know- 
<e  ledge,  and  of  calm  preparation  for  immortality. 
“ In  this  ferene  and  dignified  date,”  he  continues, 
“ placed  as  it  were  on  the  confines  of  two  worlds, 

i 

age;  how  different  appear  to  have  been  the  fentiments  of  thofe,  who, 
in  the  vigour  of  life,  have  fought  the  nobler  objedts  of  intellectual 
improvement,  and  prepared  for  their  declining  years  the  Ample 
gratifications  of  Itudy  and  reflection.  “ I fhall  foon  enter  into  the 
“ period,”  fays  a celebrated  writer,  “ which,  as  the  raoft  agreeable 
“ of  his  long  life,  was  feledted  by  the  judgment  and  experience  of 
“ the  frige  Fontenelle.  His  choice  is  approved  by\the  eloquent 
“ hiftorian  of  Nature,  (Buffon,)  who  fixes  our  moral  happinefs  at 
“ the  mature  feafon  in  which  our  paffions  are  fuppofed  to  be  calmed, 
“ our  duties  fulfilled,  our  ambition  fatisfied,  our  fame  and  fortune 
“ eftablifhed  on  a folid  bafis.  In  private  converfation,  that  great  and 
“ amiable  man  added  the  weight  of  his  own  experience;  and  this 
“ autumnal  felicity  might  be  exemplified  in  the  lives  of  many  other 
“ men  of  letters 

C 1 . » ’ 
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jc  the  mind  of  a good  man  reviews  what  is  pad,  with 
« the  complacency  of  an  approving  confcience,  and 

“ looks  forward  into  futurity  with  humble  confidence 

» 

“ in  the  mercies  of  God;  and  with  devout  afpirations 
«c  towards  his  eternal  and  ever-increafing  favour.” 
Previous  to  his  lafl  illnefs,  Dr.  Percival  had  enjoyed 
an  exemption  from  his  accudomed  malady,  the  head- 
ache, during  a longer  interval  than  ufual ; and  his 
health  in  other  refpects  had  been  remarkably  favour- 
able. But,  on  Thurfday  the  23d  of  Augud,  1804, 
he  was  feized  with  a fhivcring  fit,  which  gradually 
augmented  to  fome  violence,  accompanied  with  pain  in 
his  right  fhoulder.  At  fil'd  he  was  willing  to  afcribe 
the  fymptoms  to  a flight  rheumatifm  ; but  after  a 
refllefs  and  unrefrelhing  night,  his  diforder  on  the  fol- 
lowing day  aflumed  a more  ferious  afpeft.  A fixed  pain 
in  the  region  of  the  diaphragm  and  liver  began  to  be 
felt,  which  rapidly  increafed  to  a degree  of  excruciating 
anguifli.  The  violence  of  the  pain  continued  during 
feveral  days ; and  on  its  abatement,  left  the  fufferer 
in  a date  of  extreme  debility.  At  this  period,  how- 
ever, fome  hopes  were  entertained,  that  the  diforder 
had  fpent  its  force,  and  that  repofe  and  diet  only 
were  wanting  to  invigorate  the  powers  of  nature. 
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But  his  exhaufted  ftrength  returned  no  more ; and 
he  at  length  fell  into  a profound  Humber,  in  -which 
his  exigence  quietly  terminated,  on  the  evening  of 
the  thirtieth  day  of  the  fame  month,  in  the  fixty- 
fourth  year  of  his  age. 

The  fpecbicle  of  patient  and  fubmilfive  refignation 
which  Dr.  Percival  exhibited  during  his  laft  illnefs, 
was  truly  impreffive.  At  the  period  when  his  bodily 

j/  * 

fufferings  were  the  .molt  acute,  the  Hate  of  his  mind 
evinced  the  exercife  of  unbroken  fortitude ; and 
when  the  feverity  of  the  pain  had  abated,  and  he  lan- 
guilhed  under  th6  onpreffion  of  extreme  debility,  his 
filent  and  thoughtful  ferenity  appeared  like  the  fore- 

tafte  of  eternal  peace. -On  Monday,  the  third  of 

September,  his  remains,  attended  by  his  three  fur- 
viving  fons,  and  his  fon-in-law,  were  depofited  in  the 
•grave  of  his  ancelfors,  in  the  burial-ground  of  the 
parochial  church  of  Warrington  ; and  were  confed- 
erated with  the  lafl  folemnities  by  his  lang-efteemed 
and  valued  friend,  the  Rev.  GeofFry  Hornby,  of 
Winwick. 

A mural  monument,  ere&ed  to  his  memory,  by  his 
furviving  widow  and  children,  is  placed  on  the  South 
wall  of  the  Chancel, within  the  church  of  Warrington; 


.)  • 
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on  which  is  engraved  the  following  infcription,  from 
the  elegant  and  pathetic  pen  of  the  Rev,  Samuel 
Parr,  LL.  D, 

THOMAE  . PERCIVAL, 

SCRIPTORI  . CVJVS  . OPERA  . PERMVLTA  . ET  . PERPOLITA 
PROBITATE  . IPSIVS  . ET  . MORIBVS 

' AD.  OMNEM  . MEMORIAM  . COMMENDATA  . SVNT 

\ 

MEDICO.  RECTISSIMIS  . STVDIIS 
MAGNA  .QUE  . PRVDENTI A . ET  . EXERCITATIONE  . PRAEDITO 

LIBERTATIS 

SINE  . VLLIS  . VERBORVM  . PRAESTIGIIS 

AVT  . LVBRICA  .ET  . PRAECIPITI  . RERVM  . NOVARVM  .CVPIDITATE 

« 

ACERRIMO  . VINDICI 

MORBORVM  . SOLLERTER  . ATQVE  . HVMANE  . CVRANDORVM 
ET  .VITAE  .SAPIENTER.  HONESTEQVE  . INSTITVENDAE 
DOCTISSIMO  .AC  . SAN  CTISSI  MO  . P RAECE  PTORI 
QVI  . VIXIT  . ANNOS  LXI11  . MENSES  XI  . DIEM  T 
DECESSIT  . TERTIO  . KALEND  . SEPTEMBR. 

ANNO  . SACRO  . M.  DCCC.  IV, 

ELIZABETHA  . PERCIVAL  . CONJVX  . EJVS  . PtENTISSIMA 
ET  . NOVEM  .LIBERI.  SVPERSTITES 

* / 

PATRIS  .DE.SE.  OPTIME  . MERITI 


H.  M.  P.  CC. 
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The  Literary  and  Phiiofophical  Society  of  Man'- 
chefter  have  ere&ed,  over  the  chair  of  the  Prefident:, 
in  the  hall  where  their  meetings  are  held,  a mural 
tablet,  to  the  memory  of  Dr.  Percival}  on  which 
is  engraved  the  following  infcription:* 

This  Tablet 

is  dedicated,  by  the  unanimous  vote 
of  the  Literary  and  Phiiofophical  Society 
OF  MANCHESTER, 

To  the  Memory  of 

THOMAS  PERCIVAL,  M.D.  F.R.S.  Ac. 
pne  of  the  fir  ft  Founders,  and  during  twenty  year* 
the  revered  Prefident,  of  this  Inftitution, 
as  a teftimony  of  their  grateful  fenfe 
of  his  zeal  in  promoting  their  various  interefts; 
of  his  frequent  and  valuable  contributions 
to  their  Memoirs; 

of  the  Ability,  Candour,  and  Urbanity 

with  which  he  direfited  'their  difeuffions, 

and  of  the  elegant  Manners, 

virtuous  Condufit,  and  dignified  Piety, 

by  which  his  Life  was  eminently  diftmguilhed. 

He  died  Auguft  the  30th,  1S04. 

° 

\ 

• i 

* The  infeription  is  the  competition  of  Mr.  Thomas  Henry,  ot 
Munchcfter,  the  much-refpedted  and  valued  friend  of  Dr.  Percival  ; 
and  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Literary  Society. 
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THE  preceding  account  of  Dr.  Percival’s  literary 
Life  has  anticipated  any  formal  delineation  of  his 
moral  and  intellectual  character.  Had  not  the  cir- 
cumdances,  indeed,  which  are  there  imperfectly 
recorded,  ferved  to  exhibit  the  features  of  his  mind 
and  conduct  in  their  real  form,  the  writer  would  have 
declined  a talk,  too  arduous  and  too  delicate  for  the 
attempt  of  an  avowedly  partial  biographer.  Sup- 
ported, however,  by  the  tedimonies  of  public  and  pri- 
vate virtue,  which  that  narrative  contains,  he  may 
venture,  diffidently,  to  add  a few  general  obfervations, 
requifite  to  complete  the  purpofe  he  has  undertaken. 

It  may  be  remarked,  that  the  mod;  valuable  gift 
of  nature,  a clear  and  vigorous  underdanding,  with 
all  its  faculties  alike  fitted  for  exertion,  was  eminently 
podefifed  by  the  SubjeCt  of  this  Memoir.  Fortunately 
for  his  intellectual  improvement,  and  perhaps  dill 
more  fo  for  his  happinefs,  the  powers  of  his  mind 
feemed  to  be  endued  with  that  exact  proportion  of 
relative  drength,  which  experience  has  evinced  to  be 
at  the  fame  time  mod  favourable  to  the  enlargement 
of  the  whole,  and  bed  adapted  to  the  cultivation 
of  fcience  and  virtue.  His  education,  conducted  in 
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great  meafure  by  his  own  difcretion,  correfponded 
with  the  fpeculative  opinions  which  he  afterwards 
taught;  and  by  fuffering  no  one  of  his  talents  to 
remain  unimproved,  nor  any  important  branch  of 
knowledge  to  pafs  unnoticed,  formed  his  mind  for 
liberal  and  comprehenfive  thought.  The  fortune  of 
his  birth  too,  while  it  furniflied  fufficiently  the  means 
and  the  ambition  of  intellectual  culture,  kept  his  views 
fleadily  dire&ed  to  the  attainment  of  ufeful  fcience. 
So  that  nature  and  education  confpired  to  furnifh 
him  with  that  habitual  energy  of  thought  and  con- 
duct, which,  when  controuled,  as  in  him,  by  the 
ftsady  influence  of  a temperate  judgment,  invariably 

i 

conduces  to  the  benefit  of  mankind. Simplicity  of 

thought,  and  confiflency  of  opinion,  alfo  flrongly 
chara&erifed  his  mind;  while  the  variety  of  his  ac- 
quifitions  combined  with  the  due  vigour  of  his  facul- 
ties to  preferve  him  from  the  bias  of  any  particular 
habits  of  mental  application.  Dr.  Percival’s  moral 
qualities  it  may  be  added,  difplayed  the  like  charac- 
ter of  fuitable  and  confiflent  energy  : “ fo  happily 
“ were  all  his  virtues  tempered  together ; fo  juftly 
“ were  they  blended;  and  fo  powerfully  did  each 
“ prevent  the  other  from  exceeding  its  proper 
“ bounds.” 
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Of  liis  acquaintance  with  the  fcience  of  phyfic, 
and  his  ikill  in  the  treatment  of  difeafe,  the  moll 
honourable  teflimonies  have  been  afforded  by  the  bell 
judges  of  his  merit.  To  the  public  in  general,  his 
Writings  may  furnifh  the  fairelf  proor  of  his  talents 
and  induftry*,  but  the  eminence  which  he  attained  in 
a wide  fphere  of  practical  exertion,  cannot  fail  to  con- 
firm the  validity  of  his  reputation.  A writer*  who 
has  defcribed  his  accomplifhments  in  eloquent  but 
faithful  language,  fpeaks  of  him  as  a phyfician  in  the 
following  terms:  c<  His  merits  as  a practitioner  of 
M phyfic,  and  not  lefs  the  benefits  conferred  by  him 
on  medical  fcience,  are  too  generally  underfiood 
sc  and  confeffed  to  require  any  minutenefs  of  detail. 
“ A quick  penetration,  aAifcriminating  judgment,  a 
e<  patient  attention,  a comprehenfive  knowledge,  and, 
sc  above  all,  a deep  fenfe  of  refponfibility,  were 


* The  Rev.  William  Magee,  D.D.  Profe/Tor  of  Mathematics  in 
theUniverfity  of  Dublin,  See. &c.  This  learned  divine  and  accom- 
plifried  fcholar  is  fufficiently  well  known  to  the  public  by  his 
writings,  to  render  f.iperfluous  any  teftimony  of  the  juftnefs  and 
value  of  his  opinions.  It  may  be  obferved  only,  that  during  a 
confiderable  number  of  years  he  preferred  an  intimate  perfonal 
acquaintance  and  correfpondence  with  the  Subject  of  this  narrative  ; 

V 

and  that  the  biographical  tribute  from  which  the  above  extracts 
are  taken,  was  published  in  feveral  periodical  journals  fliortly  after 
Dr.  Percival’s  deceafe. 
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“ the  endowments  which  fo  confpicuoufly  fitted  him 
“ at  once  to  difcharge  the  duties,  and  extend  the 
“boundaries,  of  the  healing  art.  His  exterior  ac- 
“ complifliments  and  manners  were  alike  happily 
“ adapted  to  the  offices  of  his  profeffion.  To  an 
“ addrefs  peculiarly  engaging,  from  its  uncommon 
“ mixture  of  dignity,  refpe&fulnefs,  and  eafe,  was 
“ united  a gravity  of  deportment  that  befpoke  the 
££  ferioufnefs  of  intereft,  not  the  gloom  of  apprehen- 
“ fion.  Theexpreffion  of  a benign  fympathy,  which 
££  on  every  occafion  of  diftrefs  his  features  borrowed 
“ from  the  genuine  feelings  of  the  kindefl  commife- 
££  ration,  prefented  him  likewife  the  comforter  in  the 
££  phyfician  y and  the  topics  of  encouragement  and 
££  confolation  which  the  goodnefs  of  his  heart,  and 
<c  the  ample  (lores  of  a cultivated  mind,  fo  abundantly 
“ fupplied,  enabled  him  to  adminifler  relief  to  the 
<c  wounds  of  the  fpirit,  with  no  lefs  efficacy  than  to 
“ the  difeafes  of  the  body.  In  truth,  the  admirable 
C£  piclure  fo  lately  drawu  by  his  own  maflerly  pencil, 
££  in  that  volume*  in  which  he  has  delineated  the 
££  requifites  and  qualifications  of  the  medical  pra£li- 
<£  tioner,difplays  the  mod  exaft  portraiture  of  himfelfj 


* Medical  Ethics,  See. 


OF  THOMAS  PERCIVAL,  M.  D.  CCXXV 

i t 

<e  and  whilft  he  there  depi&ed  thofe  excellencies  of 
“ the  medical  character  which  he  approved  in  theory, 

i f ' 

“ he  unconfcioufly  but  defcribed  thofe  which  he  every 
<c  day  exempli  lied  in  pra&ice.  Indeed,  in  that  mold 
« valuable  Treatife,  which  he  exprefsly  dedicated  as 
££  a £ paternal  legacy’  to  a much-loved  fon,  and  which 
££  may  now  be  regarded  as  his  bequefl  to  his  bre- 
££  thren  of  the  faculty,  and  to  the  public,  he  has  left 
££  behind  him  a monument  of  profeffional  integrity 
££  and  honour,  which  will  exhibit  him  to  thofe  of  after- 
,£c  times,  what  his  life  and  conduft  have  done  to  his 
££  cotemporaries,  one  of  the  worthiefl  obje&s  of  their 
££  admiration  Rnd  efteem.” 

The  love  of  moral  fcience  which  Dr.  Percival’s 
later  writings  confpicuoully  difplay,  was  of  early 
origin;  and  though  it  was  repreffed  during  aconfider- 
able  period  of  his  academical  difcipline,  yet  no  fooner 
were  the  firffc  difficulties  of  his  profeffion  overcome, 
than  he  indulged  freely  in  the  purfuits  of  his  choice. 
The  greater  part  of  his  leifure,  which  was  never 
abundant,  he  devoted,  for  many  years,  to  the  ftudy 
of  Ethics  and  Theology.  Nor  is  it  improbable,  that 
his  partiality  for  the  latter  acquired  early  force  from 
the  inveftigations  into  which  he  was  led  by  his  inten- 
tion of  entering  the  univerfity  of  Oxford;  a fcheme* 


vol.  i. 
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which,  it  has  already  been  obferved,  was  for  fome 
time  fufpended,  and  afterwards  relinquifhed,  from 

religious  fcruples  concerning  fubfcription . He 

delighted  at  all  times  to  indulge  in  the  contemplation 
of  the  rational  and  moral  conftitution  of  man,  of  his 
various  duties,  and  his  capacity  for  happinefs  and 
improvement;  and  feemed  to  derive  a pleafure  moll: 
congenial  to  his  mind  from  the  illuftrations  that  were 
thus  afforded  him  of  the  wifdom  and  beneficence  of 
the  divine  government.  Perhaps,  indeed,  in  the 
retirement  of  the  clofet  his  fpeculations  fometimes 
became  too  enlarged  and  too  refined  for  the  aCtual 
condition  of  mankind  ; and  the  benevolence  of  the 
philofopher  might  not  always  be  corrected  or  fub- 
dued  by  the  experience  of  the  man.  But  even  when 
his  fpeculations  were  purfued  thus  far,  they  testified 
the  uncommon  clearnefs  and  delicacy  of  his  percep- 
tions, the  wide  range  of  his  views,  and  the  uniform 
elegance  of  his  tafte. 

Neither  the  ftudies,  however,  nor  the  information 
of  Dr.  Percival,  were  confined  to  particular  walks  of 
knowledge.  His  claim  to  the  title  of  a Scholar  was 
by  no  means  inconfiderable;  and  had  not  his  inter- 
courfe  with  the  writings  of  antiquity  been  interrupted 
by  profefiional  purfuits,  in  conjunction,  with  the  un- 
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fortunate  failure  of  his  eye-fight,  he  would  probably 
have  attained  the  confideration  in  claffical  learning 
which  his  early  proficiency  announced.  Befides  the 
elegance  and  purity  of  his  Englifh  (tile,  his  compo- 
fitions  abound  with  thofe  beauties  which  can  be 
derived  only  from  a diligent  ftudy  of  the  ancient 
models.  They  abound  too  with  other  proofs  of  the 
variety  of  his  acquifitions.  His  acquaintance  both 
with  ancient  and  modern  hiftory,  with  the  claffical 
writings  and  philofophic  difquifitions  of  the  befl 
authors,  is  often  incidentally  difplayed  in  his  mifcella- 
neous  works.  His  moral  treatifes  efpecially  are 
furnifhed  with  hiftoric  details  ; which  the  author  has 

4 

adduced  for  thepurpofe  of  exemplification,  and  u'hich 
ferve  at  the  fame  time  to  illuftrate  and  embellifli  the 
do&rines  he  is  defirous  to  eflablifh.  This  7node  of 
inculcating  moral  principles,  and  truths  of  every  kind, 
that  are  applicable  to  the  conduct  of  life.  Dr.  Percival 
deemed  the  fafeft  and  moft  effective;  and  it  will  not 
be  denied,  that  he  has  purfued  it  with  greater  care  and 

felicity,  than  any  of  the  writers  in  our  own  language, 

/ 

who  have  aimed  at  the  fame  method  of  inftru&ion. 
On  this  fubjeft  I again  refer  with  pleafure  to  the 
opinion  of  the  writer  already  quoted. 
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“ In  the  feveral  volumes  of  4 A Father’s InftruCtions, 
cc  and  Moral  Diflertations,’  which  have  appeared  at 
cc  at  different  periods  through  a fpace  of  twenty-five 
cc  years;  and  which  were  conceived  with  the  admirable 
<e  defign  of  exciting  in  the  hearts  of  young  perfons 
ec  a defire  of  knowledge,  and  a love  of  virtue ; there 
<c  is  to  be  found  as  much  of  pure  ftyle,  genuine  feel- 
44  ing,  refined  talte,  apt  illuftration,  judicious  enforce- 
44  ment,  and  pious  reflexion,  as  can  eafily  be  difco- 
44  vered  within  the  fame  compafs  in  any  didactic 
44  compofition.  Perhaps  it  is  not  in  the  reach 
44  of  human  ingenuity  to  execute  a work  better 
44  adapted  to  its  objeCt ; and  certainly  within  the 
44  range  of  human  feleCtion  there  can  be  no  objeCt 
44  of  higher  importance,  than  that  which  the  author 
44  held  in  view — the  intellectual,  moral,  and  religious 
“ improvement  of  the  rifing  generation.  This,  in- 
“ deed,  was  an  objeft  always  near  to  his  thoughts. 
4C  To  this  he  directed  the  powers  of  his  fancy,  the 
ec  (lores  of  his  memory,  and  the  refults  of  his  learn- 
Ci  ing ; and  hence  his  invaluable  productions,  whilft 
ec  they  are  intelligible  and  impreffive  to  the  young, 
<c  are  edifying  to  the  mature,  and  interefting  and 
44  delightful  to  all.  In  every  fentiment  the  author  is 
44  felt,  becaufe  he  fpeaks  from  the  heart ; in  every 
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“ precept  he  perfuades,  becaufe  utility  is  his  end;  in 
« every  argument  he  convinces,  becaufe  truth  is  his 
« guide.  The  merit  of  thefe  colleflive  works  can  be 
“ duly  appreciated  by  thofe  only  who  have  carefully 
“ perufed  their  feveral  parts ; and  of  fuch  readers,  it 
<c  may  be  fafely  pronounced,  that  not  one  capable  of 
“ a relifli  for  what  is  beautiful  in  writing,  and  juft  in 
“thinking,  has  ever  clofed  thefe  volumes  without 
“ finding  his  heart  improved,  his  judgment  reflified, 

“ and  his  tafle  refined.” 

Active,  however,  and  various  as  were  the  talents 
which  Dr.  Percival  poffeffed,  his  claims  to  the  regard 
ofpofterity  will  be  deemed  even  more  confiderable, 
when  “ the  nobler  parts  of  his  character  are  contem- 
“ plated  in  the  fanfluary  of  his  virtues.”  In  the  - 
the  judgment  of  thofe  who  were  well  acquainted 
with  his  conduft,  it  would  appear,  I am  perfuaded, 
no  eafy  matter,  to  defcribe  in  terms  too  lively  or 
unqualified,  the  lingular  purity  and  inflexible  refli- 
tude  of  his  nature.  A conflant  command  over 
the  powers-  of  his  judgment,  and  a mod  perfeft 
controul  over  all  his  paflions,  acquired  by  unre- 
mitting pains,  feemed  to  qualify  him  for  the  habi- 

% 

tual  exercife  of  virtue,  throughout  the  multiplied 
relations  of  his  life.  “ Poflefling  within  himfelf,” 
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to  ufe  the  language  of  a great  writer,  “ a falient  liv- 
“ ing  principle  of  generous  and  manly  action, ” his 
conduft  was  directed  implicitly  by  the  rule  of  his 
moral  judgment,  and  conformed  more  perfectly  with 
the  ftandard  of  intrinfic  excellence  than  is  commonly 
obferved  even  among  the  mod  virtuous  of  mankind. 
This  independence  of  principle  too  appeared  manifeft 
in  that  dignity  of  exterior  deportment,  which,  with- 
out effort  or  affeffation,  he  invariably  preferved.* 
Yet  fo  eminent,  at  the  fame  time,  was  the  gentlenefs 
and  the  fuavity  of  his  temper,  that  thofe  who  were 
unacquainted  with  the  nobler  and  rarer  virtues  which 
he  poffeffed,  readily  paid  the  tribute  of  refpeft  to  thefe 
engaging  qualities.  “ Nihil  metus  in  vu/tir,  gratia 
tc  oris  fupererat  j bonum  virum  facile  crederes,  magnum 
“ libenter .**  Perhaps  it  has  hardly  ever  happened,  that 

# “ De  toutes  les  qualites  des  homines”  (fays  M.  Neckar,  in  his 
admirable  treatife,  ‘ De  V Importance  des  Opinions  Religiettfes,’ ) 
“ la  plus  rare,  et.  la  plus  impofante,  d.ejl  l’  elevation  dans  les  penfees, 
“ dans  les  fentimcns , et  dans  les  manteres  ; accord  majejleux  que  la 
“ veritefeule  peut  cntretenir,  et  que  la  moindre  exageration,  le  plus 
“ petit  dehors  affefte,  detange  et  fait  difparoitre.  L’ elevation  ne 
“ rejfemble point  a I’orgueil,  encore  twins  ala  vatiile',  car  une  defes 
“ beauties  efl  de  n’  etre  jamais  a la  recherche  des  hommage  des  autres; 
“ /’  homme  done  d’  une  veritable  elevation  fe  place  au  dejfus  meme  de 
“ fes  juges  ; il  ne  comptfi  qu ’ avec  lui  meme,  il  vitfur  /’  empire  defa 
“ coiifciense;  et  fier  de  la  dignite  d'un  tel  maitre,  il  ne  veut  point  d 
“ autre  dependance 
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nature  and  felf-government  havefo  happily  confpired, 
as  to  form  a character  more  confident  in  its  parts, 
more  amiable  in  its  energies,  or  more  juft  and  rational 
in  its  condufr. 

To  the  inveftigation  of  religious  truths  Dr.  PercivaJ 
was  accuftomed  to  apply  the  fame  candid  and  patient 
fpirit  of  enquiry,  which  he  exercifed  in  his  various 
refearches  into  Nature;  and  he  has  with  equal  juftnefs 
and  felicity  expofed  the  danger  of  indulging  a con- 
trary difpofition,  wherever  truth  is  the  object  of  our 
purfuit.  <c  Scepticifm  and  credulity,”  he  obferves, 
“ are  equally  unfavourable  to  the  acquifition  of 
“ knowledge:  the  latter  anticipates,  the  former  pre- 
tc  eludes,  all  enquiry.  One  leaves  the  mind  fatisfied 
“ with  error,  the  other  with  ignorance;  and  both 
“ magnify  trifles  into  confirmations  ftrong  as  facred 
“ proofs.  The  faftidioufnefs  of  fcepticifm,  by  anin- 
“ ftantaneous  deciflon,  rejects  truth,  combined  with 
<c  adventitious  falfliood.  The  blindnefs  of  credulity 
<c  adopts  falfliood,  even  as  a famftion  to  truth.”  In 
another  place,  fpeaking  of  infidel  philofophers,  he 
remarks,  “ Such  degrading  and  unhappy  notions 
“ often  Spring  from  a love  of  paradox,  a paflion  for 
“ novel  hypothefis,  ambition  to  be  vi&orious  in  fubtle 
difputation,  and  a contempt  for  eftablifhed  author 
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“ rity;  accompanied  for  the  mod  part  with  an  im- 
cc  plicit  fubmiflion  to  empirics  in  fcience,  who  dogma- 
c ' tize  mod  when  they  aflfume  the  made  of  fcepticifm. 
a To  the  fuccefsful  purfuit  of  truth,”  he  declares,  (in 
language  deferiptive  of  himfelf,)  “ it  is  neceflary  to 
“ bring  a well-difciplined  mind,  moded  and  fober  in  its 
66  views,  and  uninfluenced  not  only  by  vulgar,  but 
66  by  philofophical  prejudices;  which  are  far  more 
“ dangerous,  becaufe  more  plauflble  and  fafeinating. 
ce  When  fubjefts  of  theology  are  invedigated,  reve- 
“ rence  and  humility  fliould  be  aflociated  with  all 
“ our  reafonings.” 

It  may  be  aflerted,  then,  that  piety  towards  God, 
and  a deep  fenfeof  moral  accountablenefs,  were  among 
the  prevailing  and  a<dive  fentiments  of  Dr.  Percival’s 
mind.  So  intimately,  in  truth,  were  they  blended 
with  his  habitual  feelings  and  motives  of  conduct, 
that  the  dignity  which  he  derived  from  them  in  the 
more  important  concerns  of  life,  feemed  infeparably 
attached  even  to  his  familiar  actions.  His  views  both 
of  natural  and  revealed  religion  were  of  an  elevated 
order;  fuch  as  he  conceived  to  accord  with  the  in- 
druftions  of  the  Gofpel,  and  the  fpeculative  conclu- 
flons  of  his  reafon.  But  his  piety  was  without  gloom, 
and  his  philofophy  without  any  mixture  of  aufterity. 
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The  (train  of  ferioufoefs  which  pervades  his  moral 
writings,  obvioufly  exhibits  the  chara&eriftic  ten- 
dency of  his  mind.  The  moral  and  theological  dif- 

fertations  which  are  contained  in  the  volume  of 
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« A Father's  Injlrudions ” comprehend  a general 
view  of  his  opinions,  together  with  an  examination 
of  fome  particular  doftrines ; whilfl  the  beautiful  and 
animated  digreflions  of  the  fame  nature,  which  are 
annexed  to  his  treatife  on  Medical  Ethics , teftify 
his  unfading  ardour;  and  will  be  read  with  peculiar 
intereft,  as  the  latefl  effufions  of  his  mind  on  the 
favourite  topics  of  his  meditation. 

The  fentiments  of  an  intimate  obferver  and  an  able 
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judge  of  Dr.  Percival’s  moral  attributes  may  once 
more  be  adduced.  cc  Highly  as  this  excellent  man,” 
he  declares,  “ was  to  be  admired  and  loved  for  his 
“ engaging  manners,  and  his  intelle&ual  endowments; 
tc  thefe  fentiments  are  yet  more  forcibly  excited  by 
<c  the  exalted  qualities  which  dignified  and  embelliflied 
u his  moral  nature.  Thefe  were  the  precious  gems 
t£  that  filed  around  his  chara&er  that  luflre  which 
“ made  him  a public  light.  From  thefe  did  all  his 
“ attainments  derive  their  flerling  value.  To  thefe 
<c  were  all  his  other  qualifications  rendered  fubfer- 
cc  vient ; and  from  their  pervading  influence  did  he 
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“ acquire  that  fecret  charm  which  gave  him  an  irre- 
Ci  fiftible  afcenclant  over  the  alfe&ions  of  all  who 
<c  knew  him.  A drift  probity  and  an  inviolable 
st  love  of  truth  were,  perhaps,  the  mod:  confpicuous 
C£  in  the  alfemblage  of  thefe  moral  graces.  From 
<c  thefe,  his.  whole  conduft  derived  a purity  and 
cc  elevation,  fuch  as  could  fpring  only  from  a mind 
<e  in  which  the  fined  fenfibilities  of  virtue  had  ever 
*c  remained  unhurt  by  the  confcioufnefs  of  diflionour. 
<c  It  was  delightful  to  behold  a man  didinguiihed  in  a 
tc  profedion,  in  which,  whether  truly  or  not,  reli- 
“ gious  fcepticifm  has  been  fuppofed  to  prevail ; pro- 
tc  minent  in  the  w'alks  of  philofophy,  which  in  latter 
times  has  too  often  but  milled  her  votaries ; and 
“ honoured  in  all  the  literary  circles  of  an  age,  whofe 
£{  peculiar  pride  it  has  been  to  undermine  eflablilhed 
opinions  ; lending  the  whole  weight  and  mo- 
“ ment  of  his  name  and  talents  to  the  maintenance 
ee  of  genuine  religion,  and  the  lupport  of  Chridian 
“ virtues.  Educated  a Dififenter,  he  fteadily  retained 
<c  the  principles  of  rational  dilfent,  without  defcend- 
“ jng  to  be  a partizan.  Solicitous  upon  all  occa- 
<c  fipns  to  make  the  Scripture  the  interpreter  and 
tc  the  ted  of  religious  truth,  he  had  imbibed  from 
*c  the  perufal  of  the  facred  volume,  an  enlightened 
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« familiarity  with  thofe  great  truths  which  mud 
««  lie  at  the  foundation  of  the  creed  of  every  fincere 
Chriftian.  His  religious  tenets  were  therefore 
“ revered  by  the  truly  good  and  candid  of  all  deno- 
<i  minations ; and  by  fome  of  the  mod  eminent 
ii  divines,  and  worthied  prelates  of  the  Edablidied 
(i  Church,  his  correfpondence  and  friendly  inter- 
£t  courfe  were  highly  edeemed,  and  his  opinions  not 
(i  unfrequently  cited  and  recommended.” 

In  the  welfare  of  the  State,  and  in  political  meafurcs 
of  almod  every  defeription,  Dr.  Percival  was  accus- 
tomed to  indulge  a lively  intered  ; and  on  great  occa- 
fions  the  fituation  of  affairs,  or  the  conduft  of 
government,  feemed  to  take  a hold  upon  his  feelings, 
deeper  than  is  ufual  even  among  men  more  clofely 
connected  with  public  proceedings.  He  fully  accorded 
with  the  fentiments  of  Mr.  Burke,  “ that  when  the 
“ affairs  of  the  nation  are  didrafted,  private  people 
<e  are,  by  the  fpirit  of  the  law,  judided  in  depping 
tc  a little  out  of  their  ordinary  fpheres.  They  enjoy 
cc  a privilege  of  fomewhat  more  dignity  and  edeff, 
ce  than  that  of  idle  lamentation  over  the  calamities  of 
£e  their  country.  They  may  look  into  them  narrow- 
<c  ly,  they  may  rcafon  upon  them  liberally,  and  may 
?c  fometimes  be  of  fervice  to  the  caufe  of  government.*’ 
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On  one  occafion  only  was  Dr.  PercivaPs  pen  em- 
ployed on  the  fubjects  of  political  difquifition.  But 
his  Effay  on  Taxation  may  afford  an  example  of  the 
general  tenor  of  his  principles,  and  of  his  claim 
to  the  reputation  of  a temperate  and  conftitu- 
tional  Whig.  Devotedly  attached  to  the  welfare  of 
his  country,  he  viewed  with  a watchful  and  even 
jealous  eye  any  tendency  towards  an  incroachment 
on  the  great  charters  of  its  privileges  and  happinefs. 
He  rejoiced  in  the  poffeffion  of  freedom,  not  that 
it  might  afford  a latitude  to  political  offences,  or 
indulgence  to  the  reftlefs  fpirit  of  difobedience,  but 
from  a conviction  of  its  powerful  and  beneficial 
aid  in  the  advancement  of  our  focial  nature.  Firm 
in  his  principles,  and  moderate  in  his  expe&ations, 
he  turned  with  averfion  from  thofe  fchemes  of  inno- 
vation which  a philofophic  fancy  may  project,  but 
which  infatiable  violence,  at  the  fignal  of  authority, 
may  be  roufed  to  execute.  Thofe  exceffes  which  have 
recently,  and  perhaps  indelibly,  polluted  the  name  of 
Freedom,  he  regarded  in  their  genuine  forms  of  hor- 
ror. But  whilft  he  deprecated  the  calamities  which 
have  followed' the  licentioufnefs  of  French  liberty, 
he  lamented,  in  common  with  the  more  enlightened 
and  calm  fpeftators  of  thofe  events,  the  permanent 
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injury  which  has  been  fuftained  to  the  caufe  of 
political  reformation  in  all  parts  of  the  world. 

The  prudence  of  Dr.  Percival  in  the  ordinary  bufi- 
nefs  and  intercourfe  of  life  was  marked  chiefly  by  a 
fteady  attention  to  the  rule  of  equity  and  propriety. 

> 

In  his  perfonal  affairs,  his  commerce  with  the  world 
was  diflinguifhed  by  the  mod  unremitting  fpirit  of 
liberality  ; and  his  private  generoflty  was  not  unfre- 
quently  betrayed  by  the  unfufpe&ing  confidence 
which  he  indulged.  In  matters,  however,  of  ferious 
concern,  his  conduct  was  regulated  by  the  ftandard 
of  exa£t  and  fcrupulous  rectitude;  and  his  caution  in 
purfuing  meafures  that  might  affect  his  own  reputa- 
tion or  that  of  others  in  the  fmalleft  degree,  was  a 

confpicuous  part  of  his  character. By  this  habitual 

prudence  he  conciliated  to  an  uncommon  degree  the 
regard  of  thofe  around  him,  and  excited  an  univerfal 
fentiment  of  deference,  which  preferved  him  even  from 
the  contagion  of  party  fpirit.  In  the  courfe  of  a long 
life  of  aftive  ufefulnefs,  he  had  frequent  occafion  to 
reflect  with  fatisfa&ion  on  the  temperate  and  meafured 
fyftem  which  he  had  purfued;  while  he  might  derive 
fome  gratification  from  the  frequent  demand  of  his 
fervices  as  a candid  and  judicious  moderator. 
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The  perfonal  frame  of  Djf.  Percival  was  about  the 
middle  (tature;  but  (lender,  and  not  adapted  to  any 
confiderable  exertions  of  ftrength.  The  delicacy  of 
his  conflitution  profcribed  the  violent  or  long-con- 
tinued exercife  of  his  bodily  powers ; fo  that  he  was 

feldom  capable  of  enduring  much  fatigue. His 

addrefs  was  pleafing,  and  his  countenance,  efpecially 
on  a firlt  approach,  befpoke  in  an  eminent  degree  the 
inviting  benevolence  of  his  heart.  Neither  in  public 
or  private  fociety  was  he  embarralfed  by  unforefeen  or 
untoward  occurrences;  his  dexterity,  on  the  contrary, 
in  obviating  unexpected  difficulties,  was  fingularly 

happy. In  the  company  of  (trangers,  of  his  family, 

or  friends,  his  converfation  was  alike  cheerful,  polite, 
and  varied.  A dignified  affability,  expreffive  of  cor- 
refponding  virtues,  and  improved  by  an  habitual 
attention  to  the  more  elegant  forms  of  intercourfe, 
was  the  uniform  attribute  of  his  manner  ; whilft  the 
congeniality  of  that  manner  with  the  temper  and  pur- 
fuits  of  the  individual  (tamped  upon  it  the  mod 
genuine  character  of  fimplicity.  ct  'Tanta  illi  comitas 
«.  infocios ; vifuque  et  aaditu  junta  venerabilis  /'* 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


IF  the  preceding  narrative  flia.ll  have  ferved  in 
any  adequate  degree  to  iliuflrate  the  character  and 
opinions  of  its  venerable  Subjeft,  the  purpofe  of  the 
writer  will  be  fulfilled,  and  his  hopes  fufficiently  re- 
warded. That  the  reprefentation  he  has  drawn  will 
be  recognized  as  the  entire  or  perfeff  image  of  Dr. 
Percival’s  mind,  he  cannot  prefume  to  expeff;  fenfible 
as  he  is,  that  if  the  habits  of  relationfhip  may  have 

afforded  him  an  ample  acquaintance  with  the  circum- 
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fiances  of  his  fubjeft,  they  may  alfo  have  extended 
his  views  beyond  the  limit  of  difinterefted  judgment; 
or  on  the  other  hand,  if  they  have  given  him  the 
opportunity  of  nearer  and  more  accurate  obfervation, 
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they  may  have  led  him  to  the  inexcufable  error  of 
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magnifying  unimportant  details.  He  can  after  t,  how- 
ever, with  confidence,  that  he  has  endeavoured  to 
exprefs  in  faithful  language  thofe  fentiments  which  are 
deeply  engraven  on  his  own  mind ; and,  that,  how- 
ever imperfect  be  the  fuccefs  of  that  endeavour,  he 
{hall  fecure  the  fatisfaftion  of  having  gratified,  for 
a laudable  purpofe,  his  feelings  of  filial  veneration, 
iC  et,  in  contemplations  vita  per  virtutem  acta , defide - 
“ rium  patris,folatiis  honejlis , tolerandi .” 

With  refpeft  to  the  Correfpondence  of  Dr.  Percival, 
which  forms  a part  of  the  preceding  Narrative,  it  may 
be  proper  to  obferve,  that  although  his  own  Letters 
furnish  an  imperfect  fpecimen  of  his  talents  and  va- 
rious qualifications  as  an  epiftolary  writer;  yet  as 
they  comprehend  the  moft  valuable  or  appropriate 
of  thofe  communications  which  accident  has  prefer- 
ved,  their  publication  has  been  deemed  advifable; 
more  efpecially,  fince  the  extenfive  correfpondence 
which  Dr.  Percival  maintained  with  perfons  of  emi- 
nence in  various  departments,  has  diftufed  a very- 
general  opinion  of  the  interefl  and  value  of  his  private 
communications.  From  fuch  fources  undoubtedly 
may  have  arifen  the  credit  which  he  merited,  by 
his  {kill  in  epiftolary  compofition,  a favourite 
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amufement  of  his  leifure.  But  the  fugitive  and  pe- 
riftiable'  nature  of  fuch  compofitions,  and  the  fcanty 
number  of  duplicates  which  Dr.  Percival  preferved 
by  his  amanuenfes,  have  prevented  the  Editor  from 
gratifying  the  public  as  amply  as  might  be  wiflied; 
and  from  effecting  a purpofe  which  he  had  confidently 
hoped, — of  rendering  the  Subject  of  the  narrative, 
in  a great  meafure,  his  own  Biographer. 

In  concluding  thefe  Memoirs  of  a life  eminently 
laudable  and  ufeful,  and  of  a character  virtuous  and 
accompli  filed ’beyond  the  degree  which  excites  ordi- 
nary admiration,  it  is  confolatory  to  record  the  tefti- 
monies  of  public  efieem  and  private  friendfliip,  which 
attended  the  lofs  of  the  individual  in  whom  they  were 
united.  The  effufions  of  perfonal  refpeft  and  affec- 
tion which  that  melancholy  event  drew  from  a wide 
circle  of  acquaintance,  furnifhcd  a pleafing  proof,  that, 
in  the  eftimation  of  intimate  obfervers,  no  man 
perhaps  ever  left  behind  him  more  lively  memorials 
of  his  virtue.  The  public  tributes  of  veneration  of- 
fered to  his  memory,  were  equally  difinterefted  and 
gratifying.  But  it  is  probable  that  thofe  individuals 
only  who  purfued  the  fieps  of  Dr.  Percival  from  the 
a&ive  fcenes  of  life  to  the  retirement  of  domefiic  pri- 
vacy, could  be  adequately  acquainted  with  the  purity 


VOL.  i. 


<1 


ccxlii 


POSTSCRIPT. 


oi  his  fentimenjs,  the  fuavity  of  his  temper,  the 
wifdom  and  fortitude  of  his  conduft;  fo  true  is  it,  in 
the  language  of  the  Roman  writer,  “ fuit  ille  vir 
ie  cum  foris  clarus  turn  dotni  admirandus  ; neque  rebus 
*(  externis  magis  laudandus , quam  injiitutis  domejiicis.” 
The  following  Infcription  merits  a place  in  thefe 
records,  as  a mingled  teftimony  of  public  refpeft  and 
private  efteem.  It  is  the  produ&ion  of  the  claffical 
pen  of  Dr.  Parr;  and  was  originally  defigned  for  the 
Tablet  which  the  Literary  and  Philofophical  Society 
of  Manchefler  has  dedicated  to  the  memory  of  Dr. 
Percival. 

THOMAE  . PERCIVAL 

QUI  . NON  . SOLUM  .AD  . SOCIETATEM  . MANCUNIENSEM 
CONSTITUENDAM 

CONSILIO  . HORTATU  . AUCTORITATE 
INCUBUIT 

SED  . CONSTITUTAM 

\ 

ANIMO  . ERUDITO 
SCRIPTIS  . ELEGANTISSIMIS 
SINGULARI  . MORUM  . COMITATE 
MULTUM  . ET  . DIU  . ORNAVIT 
SODALES  . EJUS  . SUPERSTITES 
HANC  . MARMOREAM  . TABELLAM 
D.  S.  I. 
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HE  fa£ts  which  relate  to  the  Population,  of  the  town  and 


neighbourhood  of  Manchefter,  arc  fo  curious,  that  I am 
induced  to  inlert  in  this  place  a concife  ftatement  of  them,  together 
with  the  remarks  to  which  they  gave  rife.  “ At  the  clofe  of  the 
“ year  1772,”  fays  Dr.  Percival,  “ an  account  was  collected  from 
“ every  country  chapel,  both  epifcopal  and  difTenting,  in  the  parifh, 
“ of  the  baptifms  and  burials  of  that  year.  The  former  were  found 
“ to  amount  to  401 ; the  latter  to  246  ; and  there  is  a prefumption 
“ that  this  is  nearly  the  annual  proportion  of  deaths  in  the  parifh  of 
“ Manchefter,  exclujive  of  the  town  and  townfhip.  For  the  number 
“ of  burials  in  the  whole  parifh  was  in  the  fame  year  exactly  1,200; 
“ and  it  has  been  fhewn,  that  die  deaths  in  the  town  of  Manchefter, 
“ are  one  year  with  another  958.  This  fum  being  fubtrafted  from 
“ 1,200,  leaves  a remainder  (242)  for  the  country,  very  nearly  equal 
“ to  246  ; and  if  13,786,  the  number  of  people  in  the  parifh,  be 
“ divided  by  246,  it  will  appear  that  only  1 in  56,  of  the  inhabi- 
“ tants,  dies  annually;  whilft  the  yearly  mortality  in  Manchefter 
“ is  1 in  28.  Such  a linking  difparity  in  the  healthinefs  of  a large 
“ town,  and  the  country  which  lurrounds  it,  granting  it  to  be  lefs 
“ than  has  been  fuppoled,  will  fcarcely  be  credited  by  thofe  who 
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“ have  paid  no  attention  to  inquiries  of  this  nature ; and  it  mull 
<c  afFord  matter  of  aftonifhment  even  to  the  phyfician  and  the  philo- 
“ fopher,  when  he  refle&s,  that  the  inhabitants  of  both  live  in  the 
“ fame  climate,  carry  on  the  fame  manufactures,  and  are  chiefly 
“ fupplied  witli  proviGons  from  the  fame  market.  But  his  furprize 
tc  will  give  way  to  concern  and  regret,  when  he  obferves  the  havoc 
“ produced  in  every  large  town,  by  luxury,  irregularity,  and  in- 
<£  temperance  ; the  numbers  that  fall  annual  victims  to  contagious 
“ diftempers,  which  never  ceafe  to  prevail ; and  the  pernicious  in- 
<c  fluence  of  confinement,  uncleanlinefs,  and  foul  air,  on  the  dimi- 
“ nution  of  life.” 

It  is  obvious  that  the  refult  of  thefe  and  fimilar  inquiries  does  not 
extend  to  a folution  of  the  great  queftion  refpeQing  the  means  of 
increafing  or  diminilhing  national  population; 


NOTE  (b.)  page  lviii. 

ExtraSl  of  a Letter  from  Benjamin  Franklin,  LL.D. 
to  Dr.  Pekcival,  dated  London,  1771. 

« my  return  to  London,  I found  your  favour  of  the  16th  of 

V-^  M.iy>  j wifh  I could,  as  you  defire,  give  you  a better 
explanation  of  the  phenomenon  in  queftion,  fince  you  feem  not 
quite  fatisfied  with  your  own  *,  but  I think  we  want  more  and  a 
greater  variety  of  experiments  in  different  circumftances,  to  enable 
us  to  form  a thorough! y-fatisfaeftory  hypothefis.— I will  endeavour 
to  explain  to  yog  what  occurred  to  me  when  I firft  heard  ol  the  taft. 
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“I  fuppofe  it  will  be  generally  allowed,  on  a little  confideration 
of  the  fubjed,  that  fcarce  any  drop  of  water  was,  when  it  began  to 
fall  from  the  clouds,  of  a magnitude  equal  to  that  it  has  acquired 
when  it  arrives  at  the  earth.  'Ihe  fame  of  the  lev  era!  pieces  of 
hail ; becaufe  they  are  often  fo  large  and  weighty,  that  we  cannot 
conceive  a poffibility  of  their  being  fufpended  in  the  air,  and  re- 
maining at  reft  there  for  any  time,  how  finall  foever;  nor  do  we 
conceive  any  means  of  forming  them  fo  large  before  their  fall.  It 
feems  then,  that  each  beginning  drop  and  particle  of  hail  receives 
continual  addition  in  its  progrefs  downwards.  This  may  be  feveral 
ways;  by  the  union  of  numbers  in  their  courfe,  fo  that  whac  was  at 
firft  only  a defeending  mift  becomes  a fhower ; or  by  each  particle, 
in  its  defeent  through  air  that  contains  a great  quantity  of  dilfolved 
water,  ftriklng  againft,  attaching  to  itfelf,  and  carrying  down  with 
it,  fuch  particles  of  that  diflblvcd  water  as  happen  to  be  in  its  way; 
or  attracting  to  itfelf  fuch  as  do  not  lie  diredly  in  its  courfe.,  by  its 
different  fate , either  with  regard  to  common  or  cleCiric  fre,  or  by 
all  thefe  caufes  united. 

“ In  the  firf  cafe,  by  the  uniting  of  numbers,  larger  drops  might 
be  made,  but  the  quantity  falling  in  the  fame  fpace  would  be  the 
fame  at  all  heights;  unlefs,  as  you  mention,  the  whole  fhould  be 
contraded  in  falling,  the  lines  deferibed  by  all  the  drops  converging ; 
fo  that  what  fetout  to  fall  from  a cloud  of  manvthoufand  acres, 
fhould  reach  the  earth  in  perhaps  a third  of  that  extent ; of  which 
I fomewhat  doubt. 

“ In  the  other  cafe,  we  have  two  experiments,  i.  A dry  glafs 
bottle  Idled  with  very  cold  water  will  prefently  colled  from  the 
feemingly  dry  air  that  furrounds  it,  a quantity  of  water  that  fliall 
cover  its  furface,  and  run  down  its  fides;  which  perhaps  is  done 
by  the  power  wherewith  the  cold  water  attrads  the  fluid,  common 
fire,  that  had  been  united  with  diflblvcd  water  in  the  air,  and  draw- 
ing that  lire  through  the  glafs  into  itfelf,  leaves  the  water  on  the 
outlide.  2.  An  electrified  body  left  in  a room  for  fome  time  wdl  be 
more  covered  with  duft  than  other  bodies  in  the  fame  room  not 
eledrified,  which  duft  feems  to  be  attraCled  from  the  circumam- 
bient air. 
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“ Now  we  know,  that  the  rain,  even  in  our  hotteft  days,  comes 
from  a very  cold  region.  Its  tailing  fometimes  in  the  form  of  ice 
fhews  this  clearly  ; and  perhaps  even  the  rain  is  fnow  or  ice  when 
it  firft  moves  downwards,  though  thawed  in  falling : and  we  knew 
that  the  drops  of  rain  are  electrified.  But  thofe  caufes  of  addition 
to  each  drop  of  water,  or  piece  of  hail,  one  would  think,  could  not 
long  continue  to  produce  the  fame  effeft;  fince  the  air  through 
which  the  drops  fall  maft  foon  be  ftripped  of  its  previoufly  diffolved 
water,  fo  as  to  be  no  longer  capable  of  augmenting  them.  Indeed 
very  heavy  fhowers  of  either  are  never  of  long  continuance;  but 
moderate  rains  often  continue  fo  long  as  to  puzzle  this  hypothecs. 
So  that  upon  the  whole,  T think,  as  I intimated  before,  that  we  are 
yet  hardly  ripe  for  making  one.” 


The  philofophical  reader  may  perhaps  be  of  opinion,  that  the 
foregoing  fpeculations  tend  rather  to  confirm  than  to  invalidate  the 
probability  of  Dr.  Percival’s  hypothefis;  efpecially  as  the  writer 
has  himfelf  adopted  the  electric  fuppofition  of  convergency,  in  order 

to  complete  his  explanation. By  the  obliging  permiflion  of  the 

Bifliop  of  Laudaff,  I annex  the  following  very  ingenious  communi- 
cation on  the  fame  fubjedt,  which  his  Lordihip  tranfmitted  to  Dr, 
Percival  many  years  ago. 

“ ' Travipmgton , near  Cambridge,  July  12,  1774* 

« I AM  much  obliged  to  you,  not  only  for  the  papers  which  you 
have  had  the  gcodnefs  to  communicate  to  me  by  letter,  but  for 
your  ingenous  treatife  on  the  Poifon  of  Lead;  which  nothing  but 
the  extreme  hurry  of  my  affairs  in  the  Univerfity  could  have  pre- 
vented me  from  acknowledging  fooner.  With  relpeci  to  the  dif- 
ferent quantities  of  rain  f illing  at  different  heights,  I once  t nought 
that  the  phenomenon  might  be  llluftrated  by  the  following  confi- 
derations.  Let  us  fappofe  the  earth  to  be  a globe  of  rock  fait,  and 
to  be  covered  with  water  to  the  height  of  five  miles ; and  imagining 
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the  water  to  be  divided  into  fperical  flielis  of  equal  thicknefles, 
(fuppofe  one  hundred  yards  each,)  it  is  clear  to  me  that  the  firit 
fliell  contiguous  to  the  furface  of  the  fait  would  contain  a much 
greater  quantity  of  fait  in  folution  than  the  fecond,  the  fecond  more 
than  the  third,  the  third  than  the  fourth,  and  {oon.  For  the  water 
immediately  contiguous  to  the  fait  would  faturate  Itfelf ; and  from 
that  circumftance  becoming  fpecifically  heavier  than  the  water  at 
thediflance  of  a mile,  or  a quarter  of  a mile,  it  would  not,  from  the 
ordinary  motion  of  the  winds  and  tides,  mix  itfelf  uniformly  with 
the  whole  mafs  of  water.  Now  let  us  fuppofe  all  the  d iff  jived  fait 
to  be  precipitated,  and  the  precipitation  to  begin  from  the  top  ; it 
is  evident  that  the  quantity  of  the  precipitate  will  increafe,  not 
limply  with  the  increafe  of  the  fpace  through  which  it  has  defcended, 
but  in  a higher  ratio,  inafmuch  as  die  lafl  fheli  through  which  it 
defcends  maybe  fuppofed  to  contain  50  or  100  times  as  much  as 
the  firft.  Again,  inftead  of  fuppoling  the  {hells  of  water  to  be  of 
the  fame  denfity,  and  as  iuch  capable  of  diffolving  equal  quantities 
of  fait,  let  them  decreafe  in  denlity  in  any  high  ratio,  as  their  dis- 
tance from  the  furface  of  the  fait  increafes;  and  it  will  from  that 
fuppofition  alfo  follow,  that  a much  greater  quantity  of  fait  mitft  be 
fufpended  in  the  fliell  contiguous  to  the  fait,  than  in  any  of  the 

reft. You  will  readily  perceive  that  thefe  fuppofltions  are  wholly 

analogous  to  that  of  the’ air  brooding  over  the  furface  of  the  earth  ; 
the  lower  (hells  of  which  will  be,  it  fliould  feem,  much  more  loaded 
with  water  than  the  higher,  upon  the  hypotbqfis  that  water  is 
diffolved  in  air,  as  fait  in  water.  It  was  in  fome  fuch  way  as  this 
that  I endeavoured,  about  three  years  ago,  in  a letter  to  Dr. 
Ifeberden,  to  explain  the  phenomenon  you  have  fo  much  better 
illuftrated.  When  I get  a little  leifure  from  the  bufinefs  of  my 
office,  I intend  to  refume  my  chemical  ftudies,  and  fhall  always  be 
happy  in  hearing  from  you  upon  any  fubjecft  touching  natural 
knowledge.” 
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/^VN  the  15th  of  May,  1780,  Dr.  Percival  fuftained  the  lofs  of  a 
daughter,  in  the  third  year  of  her  age;  and  on  the  25th  day 
of  the  fame  month  died  one  of  his  fons,  a year  younger  in  age.  *His 
fentiments  on  this  trying  occafion  are  exprefled  in  the  following 
fliort  communication  to  one  of  his  moft  efteemed  friends: — 

“ In  my  laft  letter,  I exprefled  my  fympathy  in  your  late  paternal 
fufferings.  Soon,  I fear,  it  will  be  my  unhappy  lot  to  experience 
the  like  myfelf.  My  youngeft  daughter,  who  is  about  the  age  of 
the  one  you  loft,  was  attacked  by  the  hooping-cough  a fortnight 
ago.  Violent  pneumonic  fymptoms  enfued,  and  thefe  have  termi- 
nated in  a confumption  of  the  lungs,  accompanied  with  the  ftrongeft 
fymptoms  of  hedtic  fever  I ever  faw  in  fo  young  a fubjeff.  I have 
four  other  children  indifpofed.  One  has  the  hooping-cough 
feverely. 

“ Farewell,  my  dear  friend  ! Convinced  as  we  both  are  of  the 
re&itude,  wifdom,  and  goodnefs  of  the  Deity,  I truft  we  have  not 
now  to  learn  gratitude  for  his  favours,  and  acquiefcence  in  his 
appointments.” 


The  following  Infcriptions,  dedicated  by  Dr.  Percival  to  the 
memory  of  his  Children,  may  juftly  be  deemed  admirable  for  their 
piety,  limplicity,  and  pathos. 
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On  Monday  May  the  15th,  M.  DCC.  LXXX. 
died,  of  tlie  Hooping-Cough, 
complicated  with 

HeCtic  Fever  and  Pulmonary  Confumption, 
MARIA  PERCIVAL, 
in  the  third  year  of  her  age. 

She  was  interred  at  Warrington, 
in  the  Chapel  Yard, 
on  the  1 8th  day  of  the  fame  month. 
Farewell,  my  beloved  Maria! 

Afflictive  long  will  be  thy  lofs; 
yet,  fweet 

the  Memory  of  thy  dawning  Virtues. 

Thy  meek  and  gentle  Spirit, 

t 

too  tender  for  refinance,  too  fincere  for  art, 
with  no  defence 
fave  Innocence  and  Love, 
might  have  fuffered  many  a painful  wound, 
in  the  conflicts  of 
Human  Life: 

And, 

That  Being, 

The  Difpenfations  of  whofe  Providence 
are  ever 

kind,  and  wife,  and  juft, 
has  taken  thee  early 
not  prematurely 

to 

Himself : 

, \ 

“ For  of  such  is  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven.” 

V 
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On  Thurfday  May  the  25th,  M.  DCC.  LXXX. 

died. 

Of  the.  Hooping-Cough,  and  Acute  Afthma, 
EDWARD  BAYLEY  PERCIVAL, 
in  die  fecond  year  cf  his  age. 
lie 

was  interred  on  the  following  Sunday, 
at  Warrington, 
in  the  fame  vault  , 

with  his  Sifter  and  infeparable  companion. 
Take  back, 

O!  Goo 

Thy  dear,  thy  latefl  gift! 

A Mother's  Solace,  and  a Father’s  Hope! 
Pity  the  parting  pang 
fo  foon  renewed ! 

Forgive  this  Sigh 
that  faintly  utters 
“Let  tht  Will  be  do-ne!” 


note  (d.)  page  Ixxii. 

/ 

r"|~HE  following  letteisare  inferted  in  this  place,  as  a teilimony 
" of  the  gracious  manner  in  which  his  Majefty  was  pleafed  to 
fignify  his  acceptance  of  the  Addrefs  of  the  Manchefter  Society. 

From  Dr.  Percival  to  the  Right  Hon.  William  Pitt. 

Sir,  “ Manchejler , Feb.  19,  1785. 

“ THE  Literary  and  Fhilofophical  Society  of  Manchefter  have  a 
volume  of  Memoirs  in  the  prefs,  which  is  nearly  completed;  and  they 
are  ambitious  to  inferibe  their  firft -fruits  to  the  King.  I am  there- 
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fore  commiflioned  to  requeft  your  good  offices  with  his  Majefty,  as 
our  folicitor  on  this  occafion.  The  papers  to  be  publiihcd  have 
been  carefully  feleded  from  the  inclofed  lift;  and  many  of  them 
have  been  delivered  or  tranfmitted  by  perfons  of  diftinguiffied  rank 
in  the  republic  of  letters.  You  may  therefore,  I truft,  be  allured 
that  the  work  will  not  difgrace  the  Royal  Patronage.  It  gives  me 
fome  pain  to  trouble  you  with  any  application,  which  may  in  the 
flighted:  degree  interrupt  your  very  important  engagements  at  this 
interefting  period  of  public  bulinefs : but  the  Marquis  of  Lans- 
down,  with  his  ufual  friendlinefs,  informs  me,  that  propriety  requires 
I fhould  write,  either  to  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  De- 
partment, or  to  you.  And  I am  influenced  to  addrefs  myfelf,  in 
the  name  of  our  Society,  to  Mr.  Pitt,  from  the  high  refpeft  I en- 
tertain for  his  charadter,  as  well  as  from  the  fecret  pride  I feel  in 
foliciting  a favour  from  one  to  whom  I ffiould  deem  it  a peculiar 
honour  to  be  obliged. 

“ With  the  moft  cordial  wiffies  for  your  health,  happinefs,  and 
fuccefs,  I have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir,  your  faithful  and  obedient 
humble  fervant,  See.” 


From  the  Right  Hon.  William  Pitt  to  Dr.  Percival. 

SrR>  “ Damning-Street,  April 28. 

“ I Received  the  favour  of  your  letter  ; and  have  in  confequence 
taken  an  opportunity  of  laying  before  the  King  the  requeft  of  the 
Literary  and  Philofophical  Society  of  Manchefter,  that  they  may 
be  permitted  to  inferibe  a volume  of  their  Memoirs  to  his  Majefty  ; 
and  I am  happy  to  inform  you  that  his  Majefty  has  been  gracioufly 
pleafed  to  authorize  me  to  fignify  his  confent. 

“ 1 think  mYfelf  much  flattered  by  the  manner  in  which  this 
commiffion  has  been  conveyed  tome;  and  have  the  honour  to  be, 

with  great  refpedf,  Sir,  your  moft  obedient  and  moft  faithful  ferj 
vant,  &c. 
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From  the  Right  Hon.  IV illiam  Pitt  to  Dr  Pezcifal. 

Sir,  “ DoanrdngStrcet,  November , 1785. 

te  I HAVE  received  your  favour  of  the  nth  inftant,  and  alfo 
the  two  copies  of  the  Memoirs  of  the  Literary  and  Philofophical 
Society;  and  agreeably  to  the  wilhes  of  the  gentlemen,  1 have  this 
day  prefented  one  of  the  copies  to.  his  Majefty,  who  was  pleafed  to 
accept  it  very  gracioufly. 

“ Permit  me  at  the  fame  time  to  requeft,  that  you  will  allure  the 
Society  that  I feel  very  fenfibly  their  polite  atttention  to  me  upon 
the  occafion ; and  that  you  will  believe  me  to  be,  with  great  refpeft. 
Sir,  your  molt  obedient  humble  fervant,  &c.” 


NOTE  (e.)  page  Ixxii. 

^l^HE  following  are  extracts  from  f'ome  communications  of  M. 

Froflard,  of  Lyons,  the  ingenious  and  intelligent  author  of  a 
work,  entitled  “ La  Caujir  des  Efclaves  Negres,  et  des  Habitant  de 
la  Guinee.”  The  letters  are  addrelfed  to  Dr.  Percival,  and  will 
be  found  to  contain  criticifms  on  “ the  Tribute  to  the  Memory  of 
M.  dePolier,”  on  tlie  volumes  of  “ A Father’s  Inftrutfions,”  and 
other  fmaller  pieces,  which  M.  Froflard  fucceflively  tranflated  into 
the  French  language.  Some  complimentary  and  irrelevant  pafi’ages 
are  omitted. 

( T ranjlations.) 

“ Lyons,  March  3,  1783. 

*{  I Received  by  a friend,  a few  days  ago,  your  Tribute  to  the 
Memory  of  Charles  de  Polier,  efq.  1 read  this  little  work  with 
much  pleafure,  and  have  found  it  as  juft  as  it  is  elegant  and  pathetic. 
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Perceiving  the  defignof  your  Society,  in  communicating  the  Eloge 
to  me,  I haften  to  fulfil  their  wifhes,  by  executing  a tranfiation  of 

it. The  countryman,  the  companion,  the  friend  of  him  whole 

lofs  you  deplore  ; I recognize  in  every  feature  of  your  defcription 
, the  delineation  of  truth.  I obferve  with  fatisfa&ion  the  praifes 
which  you  have  conferred,  and  your  eftimation  of  the  qualities  of 
the  heart  above  thofe  of  the  undemanding.  M.  de  Polier  is  paintod 
in  colours  the  raoft  natural',  illuftrating  not  only  his  mind,  but 
your  own.  From  this  perufal,  I cannot  but  imagine  that  I fee  and 
am  acquainted  with  you.  The  value  of  knowledge,  virtue,  and 
modefty,  is  never  fo  powerfully  inculcated,  as  when  they  are  exem- 
plified in  the  charader  of  the  writer. 

“ I fhall  avail  myfelf  of  an  opportunity  which  con- 
veys to  England  Dr.  Blair’s  volumes,  to  fend  you  a few  fpecimens 
of  my  tranjlation  of  your  eloquent  Eloge  ; See.  See. 

“ Lyons,  Aug.  r,  1783. 

“ I Received  by  my  old  and  refpeded  friend  M***,  the  excel- 
lent work  (“  A Father’s  Inftrudions”)  which  you  had  the  goodnels 
to  fend  me,  and  I perufed  it  with  avidity.  There  is  nothing  more 
juftly  interefting  than  to  fee  a wife  and  tender  parent  devoting  his 
leifure  to  the  improvement  of  young  minds ; and  by  a variety  of 
inftrudive  leflons,  infpiring  them  with  the  love  of  truth,  juftice,  and 
ufefulnefs.  You  will  reap  the  fruit  of  a fyftem  of  education  fo  ra- 
tional and  engaging;  and  its  value  will  be  felt  by  your  country,  as 
well  as  by  your  family.  I am  defirous  to  tranfmit  to  my  country- 
men a treafure  fo  precious,  and  defer  the  tranfiation  only  till  my 
completion  of  Dr.  Blair’s  Sermons. 

“ The  death  of  M.  de  Polier,  the  father,  has  changed  the  arrange* 
ment  relative  to  your  eloquent  “ Tribute,”  &c.  Madame  de 
Croufaz,  the  fitter  of  your  friend,  had  defigned  to  tranfiate  her 
brother’s  eloge;  but  fince  the  death  of  her  father,  fhe  has  begged 
me  to  fend  her  the  verfion  that  I had  prepared,  without  delay.  I 
obeyed  her  willies,  and  received  a moft  affe&ing  letter  in  reply.  She 
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informs  me  of  additional  lodes  which  die  has  fuftained,  and  of  the 
weak  ftate  to  which  her  afflictions  have  reduced  her. 

* I have  read  (die  fays)  and  tranferibed  your  trandation  of  Dr. 
Percival’s  cloge  withadood  of  tears,  which  will  convince  you  of  the 
impredion  it  made  on  my  mind.  It  has  been  read,  and  mod;  de- 
fervedlyadmired,  by  every  perfon  of  tafte  and  judgment  in  Laufanne 
I intended  to  acknowledge  your  favour,  and  inform  you  of  our  de- 
cilion  not  to  publifli  any  of  my  brother’s  papers.  My  weak  health 
has  been  almoft  deftroyed  by  anxieties,  and  I was  lcarcely  able  to 
recoiled  my  ideas  concerning  my  beloved  and  lamented  brother, 
and  to  follow  my  late  relatives  to  the  grave,  when  I was  alfailed  by 
new  afflictions.  * * * 

* Such,  Sir,  is  the  melancholy  detail  of  the  calamities  with  which 
our  family  has  been  overwhelmed.  It  has  pleafed  God  in  his  wis- 
dom thus  to  afflict  us;  happy  thofe  whom  he  has  taken  to  Himfelfl 
All  our  friends  here  have  read  the  eloge ; but  lince  the  death  of  our 
father  we  ourfelves  have  relinquiflied  the  office  of  publiffiing  it. 
Every  one  would  have  pardoned  the  tendernefs  and  pride  of  the 
father  of  fuch  a fon ; but  in  us  it  might  be  prefumptuous  to  execute 
the  talk.  If,  however,  the  publication  could  be  made,  without  our 
appearing  forward  in  the  work,  I confefs  it  would  delight  me.’ 

“ To  comply  with  the  defire  of  this  amiable  woman,  I have  re- 
folved,  if  the  tranflation  meet  with  your  approbation,  to  join  it  to 
your  “ InftruCtions,”  as  a work  of  the  fame  author.”  * * * 

“ London , Dec.  1784. 

“ I Hoped,  even  to  this  day,  that  my  interefting  journey  to  Man- 
chefter  and  Edinburgh  would  be  accompliilhed  before  winter.  But 
the  fnow  which  now  covers  the  country,  and  the  extreme  cold, 
oblige  me  to  defer  till  March  the  pleafure  of  your  fociety,  and  the 
perfonal  acknowledgment  of  your  repeated  kindnefs. 

“ Your  letter  and  elegant  “ Moral  and  Literary  Diflertations, 
awaited  my  arrival  in  London.  A few  days  afterwards  I had  the 
honour  of  being  prefented  to  the  Queen;  and  in  the  couife  of  our 
converfation,  this  amiable  Princefs  enquired  whether  any  Treatife 
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<m  Education  had  lately  appeared.  You  will  eaCly  believe  that  I 
flrongly  recommended  your  works,  as  adapted  equally  to  improve 
the  heart  and  underftanding  of  young  perfons.  The  Queen  was  un- 
acquainted with  them,  and  exprefled  her  lurprize  that  they  had  not 
been  procured  for  her.  She  gave  orders  for  them  in  confequence. 
I lent  the  Princelfes  your  fecond  volume,  which  I had  carried  to 
London,  and  read  to  them  the  Socratic  Difcourfe  on  Truth.  I was 
much  thanked  on  my  departure. 

* * * “ You  mull  not  exprefs  your  obligations  to  me  for  having 
tranflated  your  interefting  works;  it  is  to  the  public  I render  the 

fervice. Elementary  books  for  young  perfons  are  much  wanted  in 

France.  Your’s  prelent  an  excellent  fyftem  of  morals,  captivating 
in  ftyle,  and  the  topics  of  difquilition.  They  ought  to  be  made 
known  in  our  language  widi  every  advantage;  but  the  veil  oi  trans- 
lation mull;  inevitably  conceal  their  beauties.  1 am  folicitous  to  re- 
ceive the  laft  part,  that  the  whole  may  be  completed. 

“ Accept,  dear  Sir,  the  ahurance  of  refpedt  and  attachment  from 
him  who  moft  anxioufly  feeks  your  efteem  and  friendlhip;  and 
who  has  the  honour  to  remain  with  much  confideration,  See.  See.” 


HOTE  (f.)  page  clxxix. 


J N h!s  early  youth  Mr.  James  Pereira)  difplayed  a vigour  of  under- 
ftanding and  clearnefs  ofapprehenhon,  which  are  rarely  evinced 
even  in  riper  age.  On  quitting  fcliool,  he  patted  fome  time  in  the 
ftudy  of  mathematics  and  natural  fcience  under  the  guidance  of  an 
able  matter;  and  from  his  tafte  and  rapid  proficiency  in  thefe  pur- 
fuits,  there  is  reafon  to  believe  that  he  might  have  arrived  at  emi- 
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rence,  had  he  chofen  to  perfevere  in  that  line  of  application.  In  his 
eighteenth  year  he  was  placed  under  the  private  tuition  of  Dr. 
Aikin,  who  then  relided  at  Yarmouth,  and  whofe  friendly  and  in- 
ftrudtive  intercourfe  he  enjoyed  for  fome  time.  At  the  clofe  of  this 
period  a few  months  were  occupied  by  a tour  through  fome  parts 
of  Germany  and  Holland,  terminated  by  a Ihort  relidence  at  Leyden. 
On  his  return  from  the  Continent,  Mr.  Percival  proceeded  to  the 
Univerlity  of  Edinburgh,  where  he  engaged  with  diligence  and 
fuccefs  in  the  ftudies  of  Medical  fcience.  From  this  place  he  trans- 
ferred his  refidence  to  St.  John’s  College,  Cambridge;  but  be- 
coming averfe  to  the  long  period  of  delay  which  at  that  Univerlity 
is  required  for  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Phylic,  he  returned  once 
more  to  Edinburgh;  where  he  was  engaged  in  completing  the 
courfe  of  his  Academical  difeipline, — when  the  fatal  circumftance  of 
his  death  happened,  and  the  bright  profpeCt  of  his  maturing  years 
vanifhed  for  ever ! 

The  refpeCt  and  afFeCtion  which  Dr.  Percival  cherilhed  for  the 
memory  of  his  fon,  are  exprelfed  in  two  tributary  inferiptions, 
(written  in  Latin;)  one  of  which  is  engraved  on  his  tomb-ftone,  in 
the  burial-place  of  the  Chapel  of  eafe,  Briftow-ftreet,  Edinburgh; 
the  other  is  preferved  as  a family  record,  and  teftifies  the  high 
value  which  Dr.  Percival  entertained  of  his  fon’s  moral  and  intel- 
lectual endowments.  The  following  are  the  concluding  lines  ; 

0!  mi  Fill  honorands, 
quern,  in  fublime  datum , 
non  lugere  fas  eft, 
quando  iterum  te  afpiciam? 

quandoque  licebit 
tecum  deuuo  qiuerere  verum , 
arcana  natural  explorare, 
penetralia  mentis  recludere , 
et 

philofophicc  faerce 

integros  fontes  accedere  atque  haurire, 

Summo  Numine 
prefente  ac  favente 
omne  in  cevum  ? 
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NOTE  (G.)  PAGE  CC1. 

' r . ‘ , 

Copy  of  Dr.  Percival’s  Communication  to  the  Board  of  Health. 


January  yth,  1796. 

« r-puE  objects  of  the  Board  of  Health  are  three-fold: 

**“  “ I.  To  obviate  the  generation  of  difeafes: 

“ II.  To  prevent  the  fpreading  of  them  by  contagion : 

“•  III.  To  fhorten  the  duration  of  exifting  difeafes,  and  to-mitigate 
their  evils,  by  affording  the  neceflary  aids  and  comforts  to  thofe  who 
labour  under  them. 

“ Under  the  firft  head  are  comprehended, — The  infpettion  and 
improvement  of  the  general  accommodations  of  the  poor;  the  pro- 
hibition of  fuch  habitations  as  are  fo  clofc,  noifomc,  or  damp,  as 
to  be  incapable  of  being  rendered  tolerably  falubrious ; the  removal 
of  privies  placed  in  improper  lituations ; provifion  for  white-wafhing 
and  cleanling  the  houfes  of  the  poor,  twice  every  year;  attention  to 
•their  ventilation,  by  windows  with  open  cafements,  &c. ; the  in- 
fpe&ion  of  cotton-mills,  or  other  factories,  at  ftated  feafons,  with 
regular  returns  of  the  condition,  as  to  health,  clothing,  appearance, 
and  behaviour  of  the  perfons  employed  in  them;  of  the  time 
allowed  for  their  refrefhment  at  breakfalt  and  dinner;  of  the  number 
of  hours  afligned  for  labour;  and  of  the  accommodations  of  thofe 
who  are  parochial  apprentices,  er  who  are  not  under  the  immediate 
VOL.  I. 
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direction  of  their  parents  or  friends ; the  limitation  and  regulation 
of  lodging-houfes,  or  the  eftablifliment  of  caravanferas  for  paflen- 
gers,  or  thofe  who  come  tO'  feck  employment  unrecommended  or 
unknown;  the  eftablifliment  of  public  warm  and  cold  baths;  pro- 
vifion  for  particular  attention  to  the  cleaning  of  ftreets  which  are 
inhabited  by  the  poor,  and  for  the  fpeedy  removal  of  dunghills, 
and  every  fpecies  of  filth ; the  diminution,  as  far  as  is  practicable, 
of  other  noxious  effluvia,  fuch  as  thofe  which  arife  from  the 
work-houfes  of  the  fell-monger,  the  yards  of  the  tanner,  and  the 
flaughter-houfes  of  the  butcher;  the  fuperintendance  of  the  feveral 
markets;  with  a view  to  the  prevention  of  the  fale  of  putrid  flefh,  or 
fifh,  and  of  unfound  flour,  or  other  vegetable  productions. 

Under  the  fecond  general  head  are  included, — The  fpeedy  re- 
moval of  thofe  who  are  attacked  with  fymptoms  of  fever,  from  the 
cotton-mills,  or  factories,  to  the  habitations  of  their  parents  or 
friends,  or  to  commodious  houfes,  which  fhould  be  fet  apart  for  the 
reception  of  the  fick  in  the  different  diftriCts  of  Manchefter;  the 
requifite  attentions  to  preclude  unneceflary  communications  with 
the  fick  in  the  houfes  wherein  they  are  confined,  and  to  the  fubfe- 
quent  cleanfing  and  ventilation  of  their  chambers,  bedding,  and 
apparel ; and  the  allowance  of  a fuflicient  time  for  perfeCl  reco- 
very, and  complete  [purification  of  their  clothes,  before  they  return 
to  their  homes,  or  mix  with  their  companions  in  labour. 

“ Under  the  third  head  are  comprehended, — Medical  attendance ; 
the  care  of  nurfes;  and  fupplies  of  medicine,  wine,  appropriate 
diet,  Riel,  and  clothing. 

“ I.  Enquire  into  the  powers  of  the  committee  of  police,  and 
whether  they  be  not  competent  both  to  originate  and  effeCfuate  the 
propofed  reforms? 

« ii.  Or  whether  Aboard'  of  health  might  not  with  more  pro- 
priety, becaufe  with  more  legal  authority,  be  appointed  by  the 
committee  of  police,  to  aft  under  their  aufpices,  and  to  hold  fiom 
time  to  time  a communication  with  them? 

in.  Or  might  not  a board  of  health  be  nominated  by  the  ma- 
giftral.es  of  the  quarter-feflions,  and  aft  under  their  uuipices,  is 
connexion  with  the  committee  of  police  ?” 
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Copy  of  a Letter  from  Dr.  Hatgaktb,  of  Cbe/fer, 
to  Dr.  PmarJL. 


« Mv  dear  Friend,  January  6th,  1806. 

« * 

« YOU  delire  me  to  communicate  fome  obfervations  on  thcbefl 

means  of  flopping  the  prog  refs  of  the  low  fever,  at  prefent  very 
Prevalent  in  Manchefter,  and  its  neighbourhood. 

« You  may  remember,  that  in  the  Chefter  Infirmary  we  have,  for 
the  izft  twelve  years,  received  all  infectious  fever  patients,  tliat  re- 
quire our  affiftance,  into  tire  fever  wards,  one  for  each  fex,  appro- 
priated to  this  purpofe. 

« This  inftitution  arofe  from  the  fpeculations,  which  you  know 
had  engaged  my  attention,  on  the  nature  of  contagion.  Numerous 
fadts  having  proved  that  a perfon  liable  to  the  Imall-pox  was  not 
infeCtcd  by  a patient  in  the  diftenrper,  when  placed  at  a very  little 
diftance,  I next  confidered  the  nature  of  the  contagion,  which  pro- 
duces putrid  fevers ; — I foon  difcovered  that  their  infectious  atmos- 
phere was  limited  to  much  narrower  extent  than  even  the  fmall-pox. 
So  manifeftly  I obferved  this  to  be  the  cafe,  that  in  a clean  weii- 
aired  room,  of  a moderate  lize,  the  contagious  poifon  is  fu  much 

1 j 

diluted  with  frefh  air,  that  it  very  rarely  produces  the  diflemper, 
even  in  nurfes  expofed  to  all  the  putrid  miafms  of  the  breath,  per- 
fpiration,  foeces,  See.  Whereas,  in  the  clofe,  dirty,  and  fmall  rooms 
of  the  poor,  the  whole  family  generally  catch  the  fever.  Hence  we 
may  conclude,  that  in  a well-aired  and  clean  apartment,  the  air  i * 
feldom  fo  fully  impregnated  with  the  poifon  as  to  acquire  an  infec- 
tious quality. 

“ On  thefe  confiderations,  I ventured  to  propofe  the  admiflion 
of  typhous  fevers  into  the  attic  ftory,  on  one  fide  of  our  Infirmary, 
to  be  feparated  into  two  wards.  From  the  experience  of  a dozen 
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years,  I am  warranted  to  maintain  the  fafety  of  this  meafurc,  if 
conducted  under  very  eafy  practicable  regulations.  During  this 
period,  it  never  was  fufpeCted  that  infection  has  been  communicated 
to  a flngle  patient  in  other  parts  of  the  houfe. 

“ Farther,  I maintain  that  an  eftablifhment  of  this  kind  is  indis- 
pcnfiibly  neceflary  in  all  Infirmaries,  to  preferve  them  from  what  is 
called  the  hofpital  fever.  You  may  remember  that  I have  collected 
a confiderable  number  of  cafes  to  prove,  that  typhous  contagion, 
in  feme  inftances,  remains  in  the  body  many  days,  and  even  weeks, 
irr  a latent  ftate,  before  the  fymptoms  of  fever  commence.  Patients 
HI  of  other  diforders,  are  admitted  into  the  Infirmary  from  infectious 
houfes,  where  they  have  caught  the  poifor>.  The  fever  begins  after 
their  admiflion,  and  frequently  infeCts  others  in  the  fame  ward ; — 
when  there  is  not  a due  attention  to  frefh  air  and  cleanlinefs ; or 
when  feveral  patients,  thus  previoufly  infected,  are  admitted  into 
the  fame  ward.  But  in  the  Chefter  Infirmary,  every  fever  patient 
as  foon  as  obferved,  is  immediately  removed  into  the  fever  wards,  fe 
as  to  preferve  all  the  reft  of  the  houfe  perfectly  free  from  contagion. 

“ During  this  war,  Chefter  has  been  unufually  expofed  to  the 
danger  of  putrid  infectious  fevers.  Many  new-raifed  regiments, 
coming  from  Ireland,  with  numerous  recruits,  taken  out  of  jails, 
remained  in  Chefter  for  a few  weeks  after  their  voyage.  Great 
numbers  of  thefe  foidiers,  and  their  women,  were  iil  of  putrid  fevers, 
and  were  immediately  received  into  the  fever  wards  of  ourlnfirmary. 
If  fuch  contagious  patients  had  been  diftributed  in  the  public-houfes, 
and  poor  lodging-houfes,  through  this  city,  the  confequences  to 
many  of  our  inhabitants  muft  have  been  dreadful. 

“ By  taking  out  of  a houfe  the  firft  perfon  who  lichens  of  a fever, 
we  preferve  the  reft  of  the  family  from  infection,  together  with  an 
indefinite  number  of  their  neighbours,  who  would  otherwrfe  catch 
the  infection.  At  this  very  time,' when  the  inhabitants  of  Man- 
chefter,  and  many  other  places,  are  afflicted  with  a fatal  contagious 
epidemic,  only  two  patients  are  now  in  our  fever  wards,  and  both 
convalefcent : and  the  Apothecary  to  the  Infirmary,  who  attends 
the  out-poor  of  the  whole  city,  informs  me  that  he  has  now  not  a 
finglc  fever  pat-ent  under  his  care. 
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« Sometimes,  but  very  feldom,  our  two  fever  wards  have  been 
fomewhat  crouded  with  patients.  I fhould  judge  that  about  four 
or  fix  fpacious  wards  might  be  fufficient  for  Manchefter,  though  the 
inhabitants  are  much  more  populous,  and  perhaps  more  liable  t® 
fevers,  from  their  unhealthy  dwellings,  occupations,  See. 

“ To  one  of  your  fagacious  difeernment,  it  would  be  fupeifluous 
to  fay  that  the  obfervations  above  advanced  are  founded  upon  lucb 
numerous  fads,  that  they  mull  give  convidion  to  every  impartial 
inquirer,  not  only  of  the  fafety,  but  of  the  efficacy,  of  the  propofed 
regulations. 

“ I am  confident  that  our  two  fever  wards  do  ten  times  mote  teal 
good  in  the  prevention  of  mifery,  than  all  the  other  parts  of  the 
Infirmary.” 


NOTE  (il.)  PAGE  ccii. 

TN  the  early  part  of  his  life,  Mr.  Percival  was  deflined  for  the 
profeffion  of  phyfic;  and  accordingly,  after  refiding  two  years 
at  St  John’s  College,  in  the  Univerfity  of  Cambridge,  he  proceeded 
to  Edinburgh,  where  he  attended  the  ledures  of  the  Medical  Pro- 
feffors.  But  his  diftafte  for  thefe  purfuits  was  foon  manifeft,  and 
he  remained  there  during  one  fcfTion  only.  His  preference  for 
the  clerical  profefTion,  which  he  had  early  indulged,  began  to 
increafe  in  proportion  as  he  relinquifhed  other  views ; and  he  at 
length  refolved  on  returning  to  Cambridge,  where  he  purfued  his 
theological  and  moral  fludies,  without  interruption,  during  three 
years.  He  proceeded  to  the  degree  of  LL.B.  in  the  year  1789; 
and  fhortly  after  received  ordination  from  his  diocefan  the  Bifliop 
of  Chefter.  About  the  fame  period  he  was  nominated,  by  the  ob!i~ 
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ging  friendffiip  of  the  late  Marquis  of  Waterford,  one  of  his  Lord- 
fhip’s  chaplains ; and  was  appointed  by  the  Rev.  GeofFry  Hornby, 
redfor  of  Winwick  in  Lancafhire,  one  of  the  curates  of  that  parifh. 
In  this  retirement  he  continued  for  fome  time,  experiencing  on 
all  occafions  the  liberal  and  adtive  kindnefs  of  his  patron.  But  a 
vacancy  occurring  in  the  church  belonging  to  the  Factory  of  Britifh 
Merchants  at  St.  Peterfburgh,  he  was  induced  to  declare  himfelf 
candidate  for  the  office  of  Chaplain;  and  by  the  zealous  exertions 
of  feveral  of  his  friends  connedted  with  that  fettlement,  he  fuc- 
ceeded  in  gaining  the  appointment.  In  confequence  of  this  deter- 
mination, he  fet  fail  from  England,  and  arrived  at  St.  Peterfburgh 
in  September,  1793. 

The  integrity  and  the  affiduity  with  which  Mr.  Pcrcival  dis- 
charged the  various  fundtions  of  his  profeflion,  were  teRified  on 
more  than  one  occafion,  by  the  unfolicited  marks  of  the  Company’s 
refpedf  and  liberality ; and  at  the  melancholy  period  of  his  deceafe, 
the  Fadtory  unanimoufly  adopted  the  refolution  of  attending  his 
remains  to  the  grave,  and  bearing  the  chargeof  his-public  interment. 
An  account  of  this  ceremony,  which  was  tranfmitted  from  St. 
Peterfburgh,  Rates,  that  ‘ eight  of  the  principal  gentlemen  of  the 

* Fadiory  were  pall-bearers;  and  his  corpfe  was  followed  to  the 

* place  of  burial  by  upwards  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  of  his  coun- 
« trymen,  with  heavy  hearts.  A neat  plain  Rone,’  it  is  added, 
r marks  where  one  of  the  beR  men  that  ever  died  in  this  country  lies.’ 


